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COMPUTER MODELING IN ARCHAEOLOGY:
THE CASE OF BRONZE AND IRON AGE MONUMENTAL
CONSTRUCTIONS OF ARMENIA"

Hayk Avetisyan, Artak Gnuni, Levon Mkrtchyan,
Arsen Bobokhyan

Abstract

The given contribution is devoted to the problem of computer modeling in
archaeology. The territory of the Republic of Armenia is chosen as a target zone for
investigations, which is considered in the context of historical and cultural
developments of the neighboring countries. The chronological range of the given
study is the Bronze and Iron Ages (3rd-1st millennia BC). The principles of computer
modeling are applicable to the investigation of monumental architecture
(fortifications, towers, cairns, kites, kurgans, dolmens), aiming at reconstructing both
the complexes of the monuments and the historical landscape.

Keywords: Archaeology, Computer, GIS system, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Armenia,
“Cyclopean” constructions, Artsakh, Syunik.

The statement of the issue and the perspectives of the investigation

This research is dedicated to the study of the traditions of the earliest
monumental architecture in the territory of the Republic of Armenia, which is
considered in the context of similar constructions in neighboring regions. In
chronological sense the research focuses on the Bronze and Iron Ages (from
3" to the beginning of the 1 millennia BC), which reflects the Kura-Araxes,
Trialeti as well as the Lchashen-Metsamor cultural traditions.

The choice of the research topic is conditioned by the actuality of the
scientific issue. Particularly, this study implies a theoretical, historical-
archaeological and fieldwork investigation of the monumental architecture and

* The article was submitted on May 8, 2021: The article was reviewed on May 20, 2021.
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then, as a result of it, a practical modeling and reconstruction of the relevant
constructions and landscapes, which became a dominant direction in the
current archaeological investigations. The actuality of the project specifically
for Armenia is conditioned by the fact that Armenian archaeological heritage
has never been systematically studied from the viewpoint of computer
modeling. Thus, the supposed topic acquires both scientific-academic and
practical significance in the context of publicizing archaeological knowledge
and museification of the results.

The study of the monumental architecture is one of the important issues
of modern archaeology, allowing to accertain numerous problems connected
to the social-economic and spiritual-cultural developments of ancient societies.
Specifically in our case, the appearance of similar structures is considered in a
contact zone of the ancient world, where the interactions between the farming
civilizations of the Near East with the Eurasian steppe dwellers took place. The
earliest monumental constructions of Armenia are mentioned in the travel
notes of previous centuries alluding to their richness'. In particular, Tavernier
mentiones a powerful fortress on the slopes of Ararat®. Taghiadian and Parrot
were the first who described the monumental cemeteries on the top of L.
Ararat®. Haxthausen describes monumental structures (alignment, kurgans,
and tower) not far from Yerevan: perhaps in Yeghvard. He was one of the first
to use the term cyclopean architecture®. Berger mentions the importance of
investigation of Syunik and Vayots Dzor alignments®. But the scientific study of
monumental achitecture began only at the end of the 19th century®. During
the past century numerous papers appeared, where both the separate units’

! Srvandzteants 1862-1863: 88.

2 Tavernier 1678: 16-20.

3 Parrot 1990: 97-99, Taghiadian 1846: 104.

4 Haxthausen 1857: 215-217.

5 Berger 1874: 43

6 Ivanovski 1911; Atrpet 1914; Kalantar 1925; Barkhudaryan 1935; Piotrovski, Gyuzalyan
1933; Piotrovski 1949.

7 Khanzadyan 1969, 1973, 1979; Khachatryan 1975; Sardaryan 1967, 2004; Simonyan 2013.

11
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and the subzones of their spreading?® were discussed. The present literature
creates opportunities for syntheses®. At the same time, essential acquisitions
were attested in the study of monumental constructions of the Caucasus', and
especially that of the fortification systems.

During the last years, an attempt was made to summarize the available
material on the one hand, and on the other hand, to put new materials into
circulation.  Significantly, since 1996 several dozens of monumental
constructions (fortresses, towers, kites, cairns, alignments, cromlechs) were
investigated in the territory of Armenia and Artsakh, particularly in the
provinces of Aragatsotn, Shirak, Armavir, Vayots Dzor, Syunik, as well as
Karvachar and Kashatagh regions. Separate cells of these constructions have
been distinguished in different regions of Armenia: investigations allow us to
consider several local-chronological versions. Aerial photographs of some
monuments were realized, particularly in the southern regions of the Republic
of Armenia and Artsakh. Preliminary mapping of the corresponding
monuments of Armenia was realized by GIS system. The results of the
mentioned investigations were partially published".

In spite of all this, numerous issues connected to the history of
development of monumental structures still remain unsolved. Among them
are:

The issue of origin of monumental constructions.

The issue of appearance, as well as socio-economic and political
significance of the so-called “Cyclopean” constructions.

The issue of using various construction methods and techniques in
different regions.

The extravert and intravert building of settlement cells, formation of
separate fortified cells and their possible connections.

8 Mikaelyan 1968; Khachatryan 1975; Esayan 1976; Biscione et al. 2002; Badalyan,
Avetisyan 2007; Smith et al. 2009; Sanamyan 2010.

9 Areshyan et al. 1996; Kushnareva 1996.

10 Rasulogli 1993; Narimanashvili 2009, Reinhold 2009.

" Avetisyan et al. 2014; Avetisyan et al. 2015a,b; Avetisyan et al. 2016; Gnuni 2010; Gnuni,
Khachatryan 2010; Gnuni et al. 2011; Gharibyan et al. 2011; Sargsyan et al. 2014; Avetisyan
2012.
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The issue of relations of monumental structures with the socio-economic
and spiritual-cultic parts.

Ancient routes.

The issue of the relations of monumental constructions in different
regions and their historical-cultural subtext.

Based on the above mentioned points the purposes of this investigation
are:

To introduce the peculiarities of the monumental architecture of the
Bronze and Iron Age Armenia in the context of synchronous Near Eastern and
Caucasian regions, and to explain the paradigms of the existence or the
absence of monumentalism in mountainous zones.

To separate and describe the types of monumental constructions in
spatial and chronological context.

To consider the sphere of spreading of “Cyclopean” constructions,
finding out the reasons of the origin of monumental way of thinking'.

To describe the landscapes typical to the “Cyclopean” constructions, their
natural and anthropogenic elements, comparing them with the examples of
other regions, as well as, in accordance with this, and to map the fortresses
and fortified settlements by using the GIS system.

To consider the monumental way of thinking in the context of historical
and cultural relations and to visualize all this by the means of modern
computer technologies.

The main purpose of such investigation is the modeling of the materials
obtained by the archaeological research through three-dimensional images
and videos. The need for modeling arises when the study of the object itself is
difficult’®. The graphic modeling of the archaeological objects aims at
presenting to the public the history and the “trajectory” of development of the
studied area and its features in a visible way". Reconstruction and
visualization of the historical units are perspective in the museum work, for

12 For theoretical questions cf. Trigger 1990.
13 Chernosvitov 1989: 23.
14 Chernosvitov 1989: 23.
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the development of tourism has a practical significance in the didactic-
enlightenment field from the point of view of preservation of historical values
and their dissemination. Important are in this context the graphic presentation
of archaeological information facilitates, the process of getting acquainted with
cultural values, giving a person the opportunity to acquire knowledge through
bright. This is a modern method of being present in a virtual information
system. Within this framework works are carried out in different regions of
Armenia: Armavir (Haytagh, Arshaluys, Shresh Blur-Norakert), Aragatsotn
(Ujan, Avan, Kosh, Voskehat, Shamiram, Parpi, Mughni, Lazaravan,
Aragatsavan, Arteni), Kotayk (Kaputan, Oshakan, Aramus, Kamaris), Vayots
Dzor (Spitak Kar, Kapuyt, Gomk), Syunik (Harzhis, Khoznavar) and
Gegharkunik (Sotk, Artanish). The modeling of monumental architecture is a
promising field of work, as it implies the possibility of large-scale
reconstructions.

Working methods

In order to realize the mentioned steps the following methods are used:

The first stage of the study is the formulation of the problem and the
study of the sources', primarily cartographic ones. In this context, the method
of studying the “Google earth” system with three-dimensional space photos is
applicable. Suspicious points are compared with 1:25 000 and 1:50 000
topographic maps, supplemented by the information contained in them. The
opposite process also takes place: the separate cemeteries, ruins, which are
mostly abandoned villages or castles, are combined with space photos'®.

Field surveys, documentation of monuments, if necessary, test trenchings,
on the basis of which the constructive features of the structures and their
components are to be theoretically defined.

Aerial photography of the monuments and their measurement. This
method allows not only fixing the modern landscape and outlining the

15 Cf. Kvirkveliya, Radilovski 1994: 10.
16 Sargsyan et al. 2014: 150.
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boundaries of large archaeological sites, but also it allows noticing the ancient
riverbeds and irrigation systems".

Classification, dating, drawing of the investigated objects.

Mapping of monuments by using GIS system with definition of landscape
peculiarities. A map is a mean of establishing patterns of distribution and
relationship of archaeological complexes. In addition, archaeological maps are
pivotal in solving issues of paleoecology and the relationship between humans
and the environment™.

Preparing of available data for modeling.

As a result of working with the materials, renderings of models of
constructions is created with different angles, from outside to inside: For
getting 3D models Agisoft PhotoScan and Pix4Dmapper is applied, maps of
altitudes are realized through Global Mapper, mapping and data base -
through QGIS.

Based on the final processing of materials, appropriate three-dimensional
models and videos are created.

Existing revisions are used in the final publications, enriching the
scientific text, as well as in popularization of the material acquired.

Conclusion

Digital archaeology is a popular direction in today’s world and such
studies are being done in Armenia as well. However, these researches have
never been systematic. The mentioned cooperation and the combination of the
joint results increases the efficiency of research and representation, as well as
creates a basis for applying the obtained images not only for scientific, but
also for educational purposes. The results can be used to arouse interest
among the public.

The result of the digital modeling of the archaeological monuments of
Armenia will be composed of the catalogue of the monumental constructions
of Armenia and a corresponding distribution map, modeling of the target

17 Doyel 1979: 15-17, 47-63; Avetisyan et al. 2019: 97.
18 Conolly, Lake 2006; Avetisyan et al. 2019: 97-98.
19 bova 1989: 181.
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monuments and their landscapes and reconstruction of ancient routes. A work
which aims at reconstructing the features of monumental constructions and
introducing them in their landscape, historical and cultural context, while
making the data available for the public by computer modeling has a great
innovative potential.
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THE NEW KINGDOM OF EGYPT AND THE EARLY STATE
ORGANIZATIONS OF THE ARMENIAN HIGHLAND IN THE
SECOND HALF OF THE Il MILLENNIUM BC
(BASED ON HISTORICAL SOURCES AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EVIDENCE)”
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Abstract

The Ancient Near Eastern powerful states in the mid Il millennium BC were not only
directing and supervising the military-political, trading-economic, and sociocultural
processes, but were also trying to obtain their dominance and control in the region.
This was the reason that two conflicting groups gradually polarized in the region,
where each state, despite its interests concerning the redistribution of spheres of
influence in the ancient Near East, had to ally a more convenient political formation,
given the current political situation and its capacities. As a result, the Hittite New
Kingdom, Arzawa and Wilusa appeared to be in one of the groups, and the New
Kingdom of Egypt, Kassite Babylonia and Mitanni were in the other one. The inter-
state relations of these powers included both military-political and diplomatic rivalry,
and a controlled system of well-organized transit trading and cultural relations. At the
same time, each of the groups sought to urge other small early state organizations
and tribal unions of the region to get involved in the alliance, contributing to the
realization of prospective political plans with their capacities of raw materials,
production of specific items and human resources. This was the situation also with the
part of the early state organization of the Armenian Highland. Meanwhile, both the
written sources and the archaeological excavations in general, testify the anti-Hittite
orientation of the early state organizations of the Armenian Highland and their
tending towards Egypt-Mitanni-Kassite Babylonia alliance.

Keywords: Armenian Highland, New Kingdom of Egypt, Mitanni, Kassite Babylonia,
Early state organizations, Nairi, Etiuni, archaeology.
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The Ancient Near East as well as the Mediterranean basin were the arena
of tumultuous developments in the mid Il millennium BC. The periodically
recurring adverse natural and climatic phenomena (everlasting droughts,
earthquakes, epidemics, floods, frosts, etc.), the active ethnic movements (the
expulsion of the Hyksos from Egypt, the wanderings of the Sea peoples in the
Eastern Mediterranean and their establishment in its various parts, the entry
of the Kassites into Babylon, etc.), the internal contradictions and inter-state
conflicts of the local powerful states, as well as various other processes, had
significantly changed the vivid ethno-political pattern of the region’. The new
states formed in the result of these developments (the New kingdom of Egypt
and the Hittite empire, Kassite Babylonia, Mitanni) having overcome the long-
lasting crisis, where not only directing and supervising the military-political,
trading-economic, and socio-cultural processes, but were also trying to obtain
their dominance and control in the region.

Apparently, this was the reason that two conflicting groups were gradually
polarized in the region, where each state, despite its interests concerning the
redistribution of spheres of influence in the ancient Near East, had to ally a
more convenient political formation, given the current political situation and
its capacities. As a result, the new Hittite Kingdom, Arzawa and Wilusa (llion-
Troy) appeared to be in one of the groups, and the New Kingdom of Egypt,
Kassite Babylonia, and Mitanni (Naharina) were in the other?. The inter-state
relations of these powers included both military-political and diplomatic rivalry
(mainly to achieve dominance upon the territory of Levant), and a controlled
system of well-organized transit trading and cultural relations. The latter was
mainly realized through the maritime city of Ugarit, which since the fall of
karum Kanish (Kanesh) trading center (19-18" cc. BC), especially by the 15%-
13" cc. BC had obtained a monopolistic position over the western transit
trading route of the Near East®. At the same time, each of the groups sought to

! Grayson 1975: text N2 21; IDV 1983: 420-421; Yakobson 1989: 198-199; Kosyan 1999: 8-16;
Kuzishchin 2007: 48-64; Nikol‘skaya, Klo¢kov, Tomasevi¢, Tkacenko 2008: 178.

2 Chernykh 1989: 24-25.

3 Martirosyan 1971: 219; Shifman 1987: 126-142.
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urge the other small early state organizations and tribal unions of the region
to get involved into the alliance, contributing to the realization of prospective
political plans with their capacities of raw materials, production of specific
items and human resources. This was the situation also with the part of the
early state organizations of the Armenian Highland (Hayasa-Azzi, Tegarama-
Togarma, Alzi-Alshe, Nairi-Nikh(i)ria, and probably Etiuni)*. Meanwhile, both
the written sources® and the archaeological excavations® in general, testify the
anti-Hittite orientation of the early state organizations of the Armenian
Highland and their tending towards Egypt-Mitanni-Kassite Babylonia alliance.
The data on the Togarma-Hittite, Hittite-Hayasa, Nairi-Assyrian and Mitanni-
Etiuni (Ayrarat) relations were widely discussed in the special literature’. For

4 Indeed, as an early state organization, Etiuni is mentioned for the first time since the late 9% c.
BC. Therefore, its inclusion in the list of the abovementioned “countries” is problematic at first
sight. Nevertheless, the pattern of the historical-cultural realities of the 16%/15% - 10%/9t cc. BC
reconstructed due to the excavations of the Middle Bronze, Late Brozne and Early Iron Age sites
of the central regions of the Armenian Highland (the territory of Kars, the Ararat Valley, Shirak,
Gugark, Aragatsotn, Syunik, Goghtn, Masyatsotn) represents generalized processes of the
uniform development of local societies, gradual rapprochement, development of identical forms
of government, similar organization of landscape and living space, as well as lifestyle,
establishment of equal moral standards, formation of similar spiritual and religious perceptions,
and identical manifestation of material culture. The mentioned situation could be developed in
the conditions of early state organizations and/or tribal confederations that co-existed side by
side, faced similar socio-economic challenges, anticipated targeted and prospective common
development, and possessed with certain levels of governance and control. The name of that
formation in the mid-2" mill. BC is yet unknown, but since the late 9% c. BC its territory was
called Etiuni, according to the Urartian inscriptions. Therefore, taking into account the
abovementioned, we are inclined to believe that the latter could be the initial stage of the same
formation, and its origins, apparently goes back to the 17%-16% centuries BC (Khanzadyan
1982: 37; Piliposyan 2000: 43-44).

5 Khachatryan 1971: 19-23, 94-96, 130-132, 138-145; Diakonoff 1968: 210-211; Kapantsyan
1947: 22-60, 236-244; Kosyan 2004: 108-156.

6 Piliposyan 1998: 42-44; Piliposyan, Hovhannisyan 2003: 72-82; Piliposyan 2007: 41-52;
Piliposyan 2010: 203-222; Mkrtchyan, Piliposyan 2011: 250-263; Piliposyan, Zakyan,
Gevorgyan, Poghosyan 2013; Piliposyan 2014: 99-107: Piliposyan 2015: 52-72; Piliposyan
2018: 114-125:

7 Kapantsyan 1947: 37, Korostovtsev 1978: 112, 119, 124, 289; Macqueen 1983: 41-42;
Gurney 1987: 28-33; Avetisyan 1984: 45; Khachatryan 1971: 128-145; IDV 1l 1988: 144-150;
Deller, Fadhil, Ahmad 1994, 461-467; Kosyan 1997; Kosyan 1998; Kosyan 1999, Tsakanyan
2017: 161-172.
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Mitanni, in particular, the mentioned developments are proved by the
discoveries of Mitannian cylindrical seals® from the archaeological complexes
of the 15"-14" cc. BC (Lchashen, Artik, Aradjadzor, Metsamor, Aruch, Harich,
Lori Berd, Qanagegh, Gegharot), that had been sent to the leaders of the
early state organizations of the Armenian Highland by the Mitannian rulers
and high-ranked officials. As for the Kassite Babylonia, the discovery of royal
symbols (a frog-shaped weigh made of sardonyx with a cuneiform inscription,
an inscribed cylindrical seal made of agate) in Metsamor, represented
personal property of the powerful rulers of the country (Ulam-Buriash, the
Son of Burna-Buriash 1°, and Kurigalzu I), also points at business affairs of the
latter with the rulers of an early state organization (probably, Etiuni) of the
Armenian Highland. The consideration of these facts allows to conclude that
some of the 16™-14" cc. BC early state organizations of the Armenian
Highland, in the complex military-political conditions formed in the region by
the mid-2"* mill. BC, were not only involved in the military-political alliance of
the Egypt-Mitanni-Kassite Babylonia, but had also taken clear anti-Hittite
measures, which allowed to obtain various goods and raw materials of
strategic importance (gold, tin, seashells, etc.) from the allies. In this context,
the relationship between the Armenian Highland and the New Kingdom of
Egypt was discussed relatively little (see below).

The matter is that due to the efforts of the first pharaohs of the 18%
dynasty (1552-1305 BC) the New Kingdom of Egypt had expelled the Hyksos
from the country and, expanding the borders, had spread its influence also
over the Palestine and the Northern Mesopotamia'®, coming close to the
Taurus Mountains, the southern reaches of the Armenian Highland. For these
rulers of Egypt, the position and attitude of the local early state organizations

8 Piliposyan 1998, 42:

9 IDV 1 1983: 420-421; Bertman 2007: 99-100, 124-125; Khanzadian, Sarkisian, Diakonoff
1992: 75-83.

10 This is especially true of Thutmose I, who during his reign organized 17 victorious campaigns
in Palestine and Northern Mesopotamia, conquered and turned into his ally Mitanni, and then
reached the middle course of the Euphrates River. https://www.ucl.ac.uk/museums-
static/digitalegypt/chronology/thutmosisiii.html; Aldred 2004: 122.
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would certainly matter. Therefore, it is possible that particular steps would be
taken to solve those issues at this stage. Judging from the artifacts of the
Egyptian origin found in different parts of the Armenian Highland, such
contacts and relations really took place. They were of a practical nature and,
apparently, formed mutually acceptable approaches to the complex situation
in the region. So far, in order to identify the issues around which the parties
could negotiate and come to a common understanding, then, judging by the
written and archaeological sources, they would most likely include the
following sub-items:

Recognition of local early state organizations’ authorities as strategic
partners and involvement of the latter in anti-Hittite activities;

The inclusion of some of the early state organizations of the Armenian
Highland in the general measurement system of Egypt and its allies;

The establishment of trade, economic and cultural ties that are of utmost
importance for both sides to that date.

The first point mentioned is proved by the important archaeological finds
of the 15™-14" cc. BC that were discovered in the burial complexes of high
social rank, as well as the excavations of most powerful and organized
settlements of the Armenian Highland at this period. In this regard, the
scarab-seals, discovered from the ancient settlement of Metsamor are of
paramount importance, since they are directly related to the reign of the
pharaohs of the 18™ dynasty of Egypt.

The first scarab-seal was uncovered in the vicinity of the fourth
counterfort in the eastern part of the Metsamor citadel rampart. It has a
hemispherical body and a smooth stamping surface, bearing a personal
name" in Egyptian hieroglyphs imbedded in a deep ellipsoid royal cartouche,
with the hieroglyph of “feather of truth” in the right part (Tab. I, fig. 1) that
can be found very often on the seals of that period. The seal was made of

' Piliposyan, Zakyan, Gevorgyan, Poghosyan 2013: 19; Piliposyan 2015: 56.
12 Khodjash 1999: 83-86, Ne 326-328.
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steatite™ and was covered in turquoise glaze, the traces of which are still
visible in the deep engravings of the hieroglyphs. Some orientalists have tried
to read the name of the ruler of Egypt Tuthmose Il (1479-1425 BC). In fact,
the throne name of Tuthmose Ill “Menkheperre” was inscribed in Egyptian
hieroglyphic texts, as well as the scarab-seals and pendants with a circular Sun
symbol or an ovoid symbol, a Senet board symbol (here sand hills with
pointed summits) and the sacred scarab hieroglyphs (Tab. I, fig. 2-13)"*. The
Metsamor scarab-seal contains these hieroglyphs on the sealing side and
apparently should be read as the “Menkheperre”, the throne name of
Tuthmose lll. The Metsamor scarab-seal repeats the stylistics of the scarabs
with the names of the 18™ dynasty pharaohs of Egypt and should most
probably be related to the 15" c. BC, to the period of the reign of Tuthmose ll|
or later.

The second scarab-seal (Tab. I, fig. 14) was found during the excavations
of the burial no. 17. It was made of fine kaolin clay, fired and covered with
greenish-turquoise glaze, which is preserved on the surface in residual form.
It has a hemispherical body and a flat, ovoid sealing surface. The latter bears a
cartouche encircling a falcon on the pedestal (the symbol of Horus), with a
scepter or a flail on his back and in the lower part a crescent or a boat™.
Interestingly, the images of a whip and a boat are more frequent in the titles
of the 18" dynasty pharaohs'® (Tab. I, fig. 15-23). In the meantime, the
hieroglyphic symbol of a falcon perched above a pedestal is deciphered as
“Golden Horus name” and is considered as one of the five most important
titles of the pharaoh. In particular, Tuthmose Ill, while talking of this title tells:
“He (i.e., Amun) created me as a “bjk n nbw” - a Golden Falcon™". The
mentioned aspects directly point at the fact that both the scepter “Uas-

13 In our earlier publications we had mentioned that the seal was made of the finely seaved clay,
but later investigations by geologists have proven its being made of steatite.

4 Khodjash 1976: 85-113, tab. I-IV; Piliposyan, Hovhannisyan 2003: 75-76, tab. 4.

15 Bonewitz 2003: 160, 168; Boonstra 2019: 154-156.

16 Khodjash 1976: tab. I-1V; Khodjash 1999: 87, N= 358.

'7Helck, Otto 1999: 153; Allen 2000: 64-66.
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scepter” and the flail “nekhakha” symbolized supreme power in Egypt.”® So
far, we can assume that the scarab-seal uncovered from the burial no. 17
should also be related to the 18" dynasty of Egypt. The archaeological
materials uncovered in this burial also refer to the same period (14"-13" cc.
BC)™. It is possible that an Egyptian official handed the scarab to the person
buried in the burial no. 17 of Metsamor on special purpose (recognition of
power, advanced trade and economic ties, military support, etc.), expecting
cooperation and fulfillment of certain allied obligations.

This cooperation continued also until the end of the New Kingdom of
Egypt, during the reign of the pharaohs of the 20™ dynasty. This is testified by
the finds of scarab pendants uncovered from burials nos. 1, 18, 34 and 106
(12*-11" cc. BC) of the Horom cemetery (Tab. Il, fig. 1). They were made of
bitumen and covered with thin gold foil on the upper part®. Close to the seal
base, which was not gold-plated, two lateral reach-through holes were made
for incorporating the pendant into a necklace, as made on the 15"-12* cc. BC
Egyptian samples (Tab. Il, fig. 2-8)*.

The golden foil fragments uncovered in the burial no. 1 allow us to
assume that they belong to at least three similar scarab-pendants. The biggest
foil fragment allows to reconstruct the whole decoration of the gold-plating.
Two deep vertical lines split the surface into three equal parts, each covered
with fine deep and dense oblique lines. The preserved edge of the foil
fragment is decorated with a belt of oblique lines enclosed in two parallel
grooves. The paleoanthropological materials of the burial testify its belonging
to a man of 40-45 years old*.

'8 Badge 2000: 227-231; Lurker 1998: 134-137.

19 They are still kept at the storage of the Historical-archaeological museum-reserve of
“Metsamor” and are not yet published.

20 Piliposyan, Badalyan 2007: 130-133, Tabl. LXXIII-2.

2! Hassaan 2017: 21, fig 5; Tour Egypt 2017 http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/picture
05182004.htm,  https://glencairnmuseum.org/newsletter/2020/3/6/sacred-adornment-jewelry-
as-belief-in-ancient-egypt

22 The studies of sex and age definitions of the anthropological materials were realized by the
anthropologist, Associate Professor Ruzan Mkrtchyan, Ph.D.
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The excavations of the burial no. 18 revealed three scarab-pendants made
of bitumen, although the foil-covers where not found. There was a skeleton of
a 40-50 years old male.

The discovery of gilding foil fragments from the burial no. 34 allows us to
assume that two (or more) scarab-pendants should be buried here. Fine
engravings on the preserved surfaces mainly repeat the ornaments of similar
materials from the Horom burial no. 1. They belonged to a man of mature
age.

At least five scarab-pendants were buried in the tomb no. 106, judging by
the fragments of gilding foil. Their decorations represent different motives.
Two dotted lines divided the whole surface into three horizontal sections, the
first of which was the head of the scarab, the second one was the body
(pronotum) and the third one was the lower body part (elytron). The head was
decorated with the dotted crosshatching, the middle part-pronotum is covered
with deeply engraved hatching net and the elytron part is decorated with a
vertical dotted line, separating the surface into two dotted triangles, which
looks like the lower part of the beetle’s wings. Remains of a 45-55-year-old
female were uncovered in the burial®.

Only four relatively rich burials out of 160 excavated ones at Horom
cemetery yielded similar objects. This fact allows us to assume that scarab-
pendants were not accessible to everyone at this period; these objects
belonged to the elderly representatives of the local Early Iron Age society elite,
as symbols of power and position, and most probably apart from the high
status and occupation they signified also the connection of their owners to the
high-ranked officials or even the palace of the New Kingdom of Egypt.

These ties and relations are indirectly confirmed by another reality as
well. This was the inclusion of some of the early state organizations of the
Armenian Highland in the general measurement system of Egypt and its allies,
which meant the regulation of general trading activities, the assortment to be
sold, transit routes, customs duties and other issues. The most important fact

2 Mkrtchyan 2001: 110.
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in support of this proposal is the frog-shaped weigh found in the Metsamor
burial no. 8. It is made of sardonyx and bears a Middle Assyrian cuneiform
inscription of Ulam-Buriash, the Son of Burna-Buriash |, the king of Kassite
Babylonia®. In particular, it directly indicates on the inclusion of the Ararat
Plain (Etiuni) rulers in the measurement system of Egypt-Mitanni, Kassite
Babylonia alliance®. Since this period, the number of golden objects abruptly
increases in the high social rank burial complexes of the Late Bronze Age local
settled societies. It is possible that in return to the engagement in anti-Hittite
activities, some early state organizations of the Armenian Highland, like other
Near Eastern powers of an anti-Hittite orientation, had obtained the right to
the shares of gold from the Egyptian Behen (Coptos) and Nubian (Kush and
Wawat) mines and thereby had made their allied obligations firmer and more
practical’.

Another notable evidence of the establishment of trade, economic and
cultural relations between the New Kingdom of Egypt and the early state
organization of the Ararat Valley (Etiuni) consists of luxury items made of
cornelian and agate, which were uncovered in the Metsamor Late Bronze Age
burials (already partially robbed in antiquity) (Tab. I, fig. 1, 3, 4). Their
direct parallels which were found in Egypt (Tab. Ill, fig. 5-8, 11-15), in the
opinion of the investigators consisted of beads in the form of symbolic
puppies, which were braided in the necklaces, dedicated to the elite and were
worn over their clothes. Most probably, in addition to the aesthetic
appearance, the latters were also attributed symbolic meaning and
significance.

In the Near East, the Mediterranean Basin, and North Africa, the seeds of
this plant, and especially the capsules, were widely distributed and were in

24 Khanzadyan, Sarkisyan, Diakonoff 1983: 118.
% Piliposyan 2014: 100-107.
% Piotrovskiy 1983: 14, 17-20; Montet 1989: 139-141, 147-151.

31



PULPEN » UNEUELUShSNR@BUL hLUShSNRSHh « LUSNM | (XXXIV), KUUUN 1

large demand. They were not only used in the food, applied as a painkiller
remedy, but also were source of psychotropic drugs®.

The pomace, tincture, and the gum, as well as the psychotropic effects of
the latter on humans were known in the region since very remote times?. The
earliest records on this matter are known from the Sumerian and Assyrian
texts?®. Later mentions come from the Classical historians (Hesiod, Homer,
Theophrastus, Diodorus Siculus, Hippocrates, Aristotle, Diagoras, Pliny the
Elder etc.) as well as the ancient legends of the region (in particular, the
legend of the Argonauts)®. It is possible that already in the Middle and Late
Bronze Ages the local priests were using it during some rituals to reach
hallucination or state of ecstasy and in clairvoyance practices. It justifies the
use of poppy capsules as symbolic objects, their duplication and imitation in
various materials (gold, agate, cornelian, Lapis Lazuli, glazed clay, glass etc.)
and wearing as specific ritual amulets.

Orientalists consider the Asia Minor, Armenian Highland, Greece, Iranian
plateau and rarely North-Eastern Africa (Egypt) as possible areas of
preliminary cultivation of poppies®. In regard to North-Eastern Africa, an
opinion prevails concerning the occasional use of poppies in the early period
(the 3™ mill. BC), and its spread which began since the 2™ mill. BC and was
mostly related to the activities of the representatives of the 18" dynasty*>. The
sedative and analgesic means, as well as psychotropic drugs made of this plant

27 Goltsman 2000: 6, 327-328; Tomashevska 2019: 43-44
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337547952

28 Merelin 2003: 295-323.

2% Thompson 1924: 46, 251, 261, 269; Terry, Pellens 1928: 54; Anslinger, Tompkins 1953: 1;
Kramer 1954: 76-84.

30 Kritikos, Papadaki 1967: 17-38; Grinkevich, Sorokina 1988: 9-12.

31 Tschirch 1923: 647; Gabra 1956: 41-42, fig. 1-4; Merrillees 1962: 287- 292; Niggorski
1999: 537-542; Arnott 1999: 268-271; Manniche 1999: 26-34; Julyan, Dircksen 2011: 75-90.
32 In any case, the detailed medical examination of the mummy of the Chief palace builder Hay
of the son and successor of Thutmose Ill - Amenhotep Il (1428-1397 BC) did not reveal any trace
of a psychotropic drug (in particular, opium) which indicates on its low distribution and
moreover its application in the 15*" c. BC (Muzzio 1925: 249-253; Bisset, Bruhn, Curto,
Holmstedt, Nyman, Zenk 1994: 99-114; Bisset, Bruhn, Curto, Holmstedt, Nyman, Zenk
1996: 200).

32



BULLETIN « OF THE INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES « VOLUME | (XXXIV), ISSUE 1

started to spread in Egypt since this period. There is also an opinion that the
initial samples of this plant and/or the products made of it were imported
from Cyprus, Asia Minor or adjacent territories®*. Due to the high demand
and multiple uses of poppies in the 15™-14" cc. BC, this plant and its
derivatives were spread in Egypt so quickly, that they were at some point
involved in the sphere of ritual-religious processes®. This can explain the
depiction of flowers and capsules of the poppies on the walls of a number of
palaces and temple complexes of this period, as well as on the wall paintings
of the tombs of the pharaohs, the members of their families and high-ranking
nobles®*. Most probably, the same should be said for the poppy-capsule-
shaped beads of agate, cornelian, glass, glaze-covered clay and other
materials, which appear in the mentioned tombs of the Egyptian elite since the
15 c. BC®. Moreover, the special clay molds (Tab. Ill, fig. 9, 10) uncovered
in Tel Amarna testify that the mass production of these glass and glaze-
covered clay beads had begun®. Interestingly, this type of adornments is not
found in the contemporaneous archaeological complexes of Cyprus, Palestine,
Asia Minor, the Mediterranean and Persia, which points at purely Egyptian
origin of these artifacts.

In contrast to these regions, the earlier representations of this plant in
the Armenian Highland are observed in the late phase of the Middle Bronze
Age Trialeti-Vanadzor culture (20™-18" cc). They were uncovered in the Lori
Berd burials no. 61, 77 and 94 and represent golden hollow objects
(pinheads) in the form of poppy capsule and were adjusted to silver pins (Tab.

33 Podosyonov 2020: 22 may, https://knife.media/ancient-opiates/

34 Hepper 1990: 14; Wilkinson 1998: 53; Wilson 2015: 54-57
info@ancientegyptmagazine.co.uk

35 Saleh, Sourouzian 2007: ill. 79; Rosso 2010: 84-86.
https://www.atthemummiesball.com/poppies-ancient-egypt/

36 https://www.pinterest.com/pin/323977766948025576/;
https://www.pinterest.es/pin/225186854 4141485/,
https://www.pinterest.es/pin/258957047295045040/; https://www.reddit.com/r
/ArtefactPorn/comments/ab786l/golden_earrings_and_necklace_from_tomb_kv56/;
37 http://www.ancientresource.com/lots/egyptian/amarna_egypt.htmlAmarna
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I, fig. 2)*®. Whether they had only aesthetical significance or were related to
other perceptions connected with the poppy-plant, is not clear. However, it is
characteristic that the discussed objects were used to pin the cloths or hair,
and seem to coincide with the hair decorations of the Poppy Goddess
uncovered not far from the Knossos Palace and preserved at the Heraklion
Archaeological Museum (Tab. IV, fig. 12)*°. Concerning the beads in poppy-
capsule shape, they were spread in the Ararat Valley in the 15"-13" cc. BC and
are known up to now only from the Metsamor burial complexes no. 5, 8, 18,
19 and 20. Judging from the form, materials of which they were made
(cornelian, agate), technology, and the period, they were quite similar to the
Egyptian samples, and therefore, should be either imported, or imitated here,
at least, part of them. In any case, the existence of these objects only in Egypt
and in the Ararat Valley, the center of the Armenian Highland, allows to
assume direct relations between these two political units and hint that apart
from the military cooperation they consisted also of trading, social, elite and
other spheres. In this regard, it is not excluded that the appearance of poppy-
shaped pendants and necklaces in the center of the Armenian Highland is due
not only to the willingness of showing high social status through artifacts and
dressing up like the powerful ally, but it might be an indication of relation to
another important field of activity, to special ritual ceremonies. It should be
mentioned that since the mid-Il mill. BC the number of kernos-shaped vessels
increases significantly in the burials of the rich Late Bronze Age burials of the
local elite (Lchashen, Lori Berd, Metsamor, Dilijan, Haghartsin, ljevan,

38 Devejyan 2006: 25, 47-50, 91, Tabl. Ill-1, 3, 4, Tabl. IV-6: It should be mentioned, that a
similar pin (the only difference is that the pin is made of gold) was accidentally discovered in the
central part of the Asia Minor and, according to the publishers, dates back to the time of the
New Hittite Kingdom.

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/327403

39 Kritikos, Papadaki 1967: 23; Burkert 1987: 23, 30; Sakellarakis 1987: 91
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674362819; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Poppy_goddess; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poppy_goddess; http://albertis-window.com
/2013/10/minoans-the-poppy-goddess-and-opium/
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Tsaghkalanj, Hrazdan, Verin Naver, Qarashamb etc.) (Tab. 1V, fig. 8-10)*.
These vessels in the ancient Near East and Mediterranean basin were directly
related to the cults of the goddesses Demeter and Persephone®. The vegetal
symbols of the latter were poppies and the mature capsules. Judging by the
engraved and/or incised images* on the Near Eastern Middle and Late Bronze
Age seals (Ur, Uruk, Akkade, Kish, Tell Asmar, Abu Salabikh, Babylon,
Chogha Mish etc.) and clay tablets (Sfire, Tell Hadidi, Mari, Tell-ed-Dhiba'i,
Haradum) (Tab. 1V, fig. 1-3, 11-13), the kernos-type vessels and especially
their contents were used during special rituals. In the meantime, the
participants of the ceremony (tribal leaders, rulers, military leaders, priests,
priestesses, etc.) drank or smoked the tincture filled in this vessel (as well as
the smoke from the plant mass - pomace and/or hemp), through thin pipes
(apparently, reed rods) and falling in hallucinations performed divination. It is
possible also that the poppy-decorated necklaces and pendants uncovered
both in the Egyptian and Armenian Late Bronze Age burial chambers
belonged to these people.

Another interesting aspect linking the early state organizations of the
Armenian Highland with the New Kingdom of Egypt is connected to some
mutually imported peculiarities of the burial rituals of the mid-II mill. BC.

The matter is that in the burial complexes of the Armenian Highland
(Nerkin Getashen, Lchashen, Hacarat, Tolors, Artik, Lori Berd, Metsamor,
Shirakavan, Kuchak, Verin Naver, Nor Oshakan Garajamirli, Kyudurlu etc.) of
the final phase of the Middle Bronze Age (18™-16™ cc. BC) and the Late Bronze

40 Khanzadyan, Mkrtchyan, Parsamyan 1973: 129; Devejyan 1981: 38-39, Tabl. XI-1, 2;
Kushnaryova 1977: 66, image. 79, Tabl. XV-2; Biyagov 1980: 81, Tabl. II-1; Ghafadaryan
1982: 118, Tabl. XII-2; Piliposyan 1982: 13-15; Piliposyan, Gevorgyan, Abgaryan, Zakyan
2015: 42, Tabl. XXIII-2; Kalantaryan, Piliposyan 1996: 78-79; Zakyan, Mamikonyan,
Simonyan 2020: 45.

41 Zhyulen 1961: 123; Barreca 1974: 121; Krasnovskaya 1986: 51; Vinogradova, Kapterev,
Starodub 1997: 215-216.

42 Heinrich 1931: tab. 62, 63, 69; Woolley 1934: pl. 194/22, 23; Frankfort 1955: fig. 375;
Parrot 1958-1959: 72-75, tab. XXVIII-XXX; Al-Gailani 1965: 36-37, tab. 5/54; Brandes 1979:
pl. 30; Buchanan 1981: 124-127, ill. 332-337; Collon 1987, 146, 149, 152, p. Ill. 627, 640,
660, 668; Kepinski-Lecomte 1992: 367, 414, fig. 149/1-2: Beyer 1996: 21-26, fig. 1-6.
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Age (16/15" - 13/12" cc. BC) among other artifacts were found perfect bronze
objects®® which the archaeologists conventionally call “standards”. The latter,
as objects signifying especially high rank, position and occupation, according
to the ritual, together with the other funeral materials, were placed in the
burial chamber. These are mostly highly artistic massive objects, of up to 40
cm height and consist of an anchor-shaped base, tower-shaped trunk, and a
zoomorphic or anthropomorphic upper part (Tab. V, fig. 1-5). They could
represent the tripartite structure of the world for the local societies of the Il
mill. BC. The lower, basic part would then represent the netherworld
(Chthonos), the tower-shaped core would signify the human world (Chaos),
and the upper part - the heaven (Cosmos). In this respect, it can be noticed
that the lower part looks like a symbolic boat. The samples with figures of
various animals on the upfolding ends of the base spread since the transition
period from the Middle to the Late Bronze Age (16™-15" cc. BC) and are
known from Lchashen, Lori Berd, Artik, Metsamor, Kuchak and other
contemporaneous sites*. Some samples uncovered in the Lchashen royal
burials allow us to discuss their certain role and significance. On the samples
found from the burials no 1 and 9, where the composition consists of a pair of
horses, a battle chariot, warrior-hunters and a symbolic scene of hunting,
there are miniature models of such standards with the mentioned boat-shaped
bases (Tab. V, fig 1, 5%. Such images can be seen on the preserved
engraved scenes of the clay andiron excavated in the Late Bronze-Early Iron
Age layer of Dvin (Tab. V, fig. 6)*°. It should be mentioned as well that the
significant part of these “standards” was uncovered from intact burial

4 Lalayan 1931: 197-199, p. 197; Mnatsakanyan 1957: 146-153; Martirosyan 1964: 110-111,
Tabl. X, p. 3, 4; Esayan, Mnatsakanyan 1975: 253-261; Khachatryan 1975: 217-218, p. 129;
AreSyan, Simonyan, Sargsyan, Kocharyan, Ohanyan 1979: 216-220; Esayan 1980: 23-29,
tab. 27-33, 37-40; Devejyan 1981: 27-32, p. 6, 8; Khanzadian 1995: 51-55, pl. 15;
Shanshashvili, Narimanishvili, Narimanishvili 2016: 136-139, tab. LXIX-LXXIII.

4 Petrossian, Sandrot 1996: 89, ill. 48.

4 Mnatsakanyan 1957: 8; Mnatsakanian 1960: 4-6; Esayan 1966: 139; Esayan,
Mnatsakanyan 1975: 260.

46 Kushnaryova 1977: 12.
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chambers placed in situ in the frontal part of the wooden four-wheeled carts
or double-wheeled battle chariots, which directly relates them to the royal
transportation means?. The figurines of water birds and frogs that can
sometimes be found on the up-folding ends of the bases indirectly suggest the
idea of these lower parts to be symbolic boats.

In this regard, it is interesting to find out why the standards with boat-
shaped bases appear in the royal burials of the Armenian Highland since the
mid-Il mill. BC. The idea of a boat and/or its model as a symbolic
transportation measure to the underworld was not typical for the funeral
rituals and perceptions before, and, therefore, it should be an imported
phenomenon. When discussing the issue in this light, the ties and relations
between the New Kingdom of Egypt and the early state organizations of the
Armenian Highland since the mid-Il mill. BC once again becomes important.
As a result of these relations, some rulers of the early state organizations of
the Armenian Highland, together with the adoption of a group of elite symbols
(scarab-seals, new measurement system, high social ranking by the poppy-
adornments, group sacrifices of accompanying personnel etc.), adopted also
the idea of the boat as a transportation means to the underworld and placed
its material representation in the form of the base of standards and placed
them in the tomb*. From this point of view, by the compositional details and
some peculiarities of spiritual perceptions, the mentioned boats are rather
similar to the ones depicted on the wall paintings and bas-reliefs of the Middle
and mostly of the New Kingdoms of Egypt (Tab. V, fig. 7-10). The boats
floating to the netherworld depicted there, are very alike to the boat-shaped
base of the Armenian Late Bronze Age standards, the canopy with the
pharaoh or with its mummy on the bier in the center are parallel to the

47 Brilyova 2011: 62.

4 Of course, the idea of going to the netherworld by boat is fixed already in the Ill mill. BC
mythological texts of Mesopotamia, the engravings of some seals, and especially in the epic
dedicated to Gilgamesh, but the absence of such representations in the Early Bronze Age
societies of the Armenian Highland (according to archaeological materials) allows to link this
phenomenon especially to the Egyptian and Mediterranean realities of the Late Bronze Age. On
this matter see https://www.ancient.eu/article/221/the-mesopotamian-pantheon/.
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quadrilateral tower-shaped trunk*, and the Ba bird>® depicted over the
canopy (the deity accompanying souls to the netherworld) to the water birds”'
in the upper part of the Armenian standards. Therefore, it is also possible that
in the Middle and New Kingdoms of Egypt and on the territory of the Fertile
Crescent (including the Armenian Highland), as a result of cultural relations
formed between the ruling elites, the Egyptian funeral ritual endorsed the
ceremony of interment on a four-wheeled cart, which until then does not
seem to be found in elite funerals. The acceptable example of the above-
mentioned phenomena can be the kind of a golden funerary barge model
belonging to the 17" dynasty pharaoh Kamos (alternate spelling Kamesu,
1554-1549 BC) and uncovered in the sarcophagus of his wife Ahhotep, which
is furnished elaborately with four wheels of the Near Eastern funeral cart
(Tab. YV, fig. 11).

The provided materials allow us to assume that some early state
organizations of the Armenian Highland in the 15"-13" cc. BC (especially in
the regions of Shirak, Lori and Ararat Valley) had established connections with
the rulers of the New Kingdom of Egypt. Taking into consideration the fact
that the territory laying between the North-Syrian steppes in the zone of the
Egyptian influence and the central (Ararat Valley) and north (Shirak) parts of
the Armenian Highland was vast, and the relations from North Syria to the
Armenian Highland could be realized in general through the only available
passage: the Pass of Mardin, it can be possible that some early state or tribal
organizations (including Alzi, Nairi, Ishuwa, Arme-Shub/pria etc.) of the 15"-
13" cc. BC of this zone also participated in these processes®®. It should be

49 Snisarenko, https://history.wikireading.ru/176338 ; http://redstory.ru/world/legendy/03.html;
It should also be noted that this cultural influence applies not only to the Armenian Highland. An
exactly similar structure is typical for the bronze boat models of Mediterranean (mainly Nuraghi)
origin dated back to the mid-Il mill. BC (Tab. V, fig. 12-14).

50 Zabkar 1968: 73-89.

5 Avdiev 1948: http://flibusta.site/b/516280/read; Vandersleyen 1971: 138; Hober-Kamel
2003: 23; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kamose .

52 Of course, it is not excluded that the above-mentioned early state and tribal organizations
would have played a decisive role in this case, but the scarcity of written sources, as well as the
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mentioned as well that these relations did not determine solely a unilateral
vector from Egypt and its allies to the Armenian Highland. Undoubtedly, there
was also a path in the opposite direction, and the early state organizations also
exported the required assortment to the international market.

Unfortunately, the scarcity of written sources does not yet allow to speak
in detail about the size, role and significance of the participation of the
inhabitants of the Armenian Highland in these processes. However, there is
some data, and their study clearly indicates that in the conditions of military-
political, socio-economic, ethno-cultural complex and contradictory processes
started since the mid-Il mill. BC some of the early state organizations of the
Armenian Highland managed to simultaneously realize transactions even with
the warring parties. In particular, this aspect is evident from the letter of the
Old Hittite king Hattusilis | addressed to Tunia (Tuni-Teshub), the leader of the
Hurrian political organization. The latter orders to organize transportation of
certain amount of iron (!) from the city of Nihria to the land of the Hittites™.
Even more eloquent is the data from the cuneiform tablets found at the
excavations of the ancient settlement of Tell al-Rimah in Mesopotamia. They
directly tell that in contrast to Kanesh (in Asia Minor), the Nihria (Nehria,
Neheria) karum of the Armenian Highland not only did not cease to exist in
the first half of the Il mill. BC, but instead, had become an important transit
trading center. It should be mentioned that in these texts the karum is
mentioned both as Nih/hria (Ni-ih-ri-a) and as Nairi (Na-i-ri), allowing to
presume the identity of these geographical names at the mentioned period>.
One of the inscriptions (IM-57821) of Tukulti-Ninurta | prove the mentioned
aspect, where the discussed toponym appears as “KUR.KUR. Né-hé-e-ri”
(Countries of Neheri) in the 12™ line, while in the line 28 it is mentioned as
“KUR.KUR. Na-i-ri” (Countries of Nairi)*. According to the data of the Tell al-

poorly studied local archaeological sites of the Late Bronze Age period, so far forces us to
refrain from comments of this nature.

53 Salvini 1996: 107; Avetisyan 2002: 18-19.

% Wiseman 1968: 179, 183, 187, TR-3005, TR-3019.

55 Deller, Fadhil, Ahmad 1994: 459-465.
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Rimah cuneiform inscription, Nihria-Nairi was exporting large amount of tin to
North Syria, Northern and Central Mesopotamia. In particular, one of the
texts reports on a transaction for 50 minas of tin signed by the merchant
Upal-Marduk®®. It is also possible that other tablets concerning the trade of
tin, which do not mention the country, may be related to Nairi®’. Alongside
with this, metal-ware called “nihriyatum” was exported, as well as cereals
(both weat and barley), boar fat in special containers and wool of “hudadu”
type, which supposedly was processed in special pits°®. The same tablets testify
about another “country” in the south of the Armenian Highland, the land of
“Kadmukhi”, which exported high quality barley to Mesopotamia. One of Tell
al-Rimah tablets (TR-3007) recounts on such a transaction, mentioning also
Kubi-Eresh, the son of a certain Shubria, the representative of Kadmukhi®®.
Like a number of large and successful powers of the ancient Near East, the
early state organizations of the Armenian Highland, apart from the raw
materials and finished goods, sent also people of different professions and
labor to the neighboring countries. In particular, Hayasa-Azzi was sending
chariot makers and charioteers to the Kingdom of Hattusa, Kummaha was
sents soldiers for the security service in the Hittite capital, and Nairi was
sending skilled builders from the countries of Kadmuhi and Shubria to
Mesopotamia®. An interesting evidence is preserved in one of the Middle
Assyrian cuneiform tablets. According to the latter, out of 993 foreigners that
had taken part in the construction of the city of Kar-Tukulti-Ninurta, 720 were
Shubrians, 174 Kadmuhians and 99 Nairians®'. In the meantime, as each
Shubrian had got 6 minas of wool, the majority of Kadmuhians and Nairians

56 Wiseman 1968: TR-3019.

7 Wiseman 1968: TR-3002, 3006, 3011, 3012, 3021, 3030. Saggs 1968: TR-2015, 2030,
2057, 2058, 2081.

58 Kupper 1982: 17; Gamkrelidze, Ivanov 1989: 23; Wiseman 1968, 179: CAD.H 1956-1968:
222.

59 Wiseman 1968: 180.

60 Saporetti 1970: 224, 283; HZP 1971: 199; Freydank 1976: 86-88; Giiterbock, van den
Hout 1991; Kosyan 2017: 207.

5 Freydank 1976: 86-87.

40



BULLETIN « OF THE INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES « VOLUME | (XXXIV), ISSUE 1

had got 20 mina each, and some of them even 1-3 talents of wool. Hence, we
can assume that the Shubrians were used as hard labor, while Kadmuhians
and Nairians were masons and masters.

In this context, it is possible to make some assumptions about the possible
export of raw materials and certain products from the Armenian Highland to
the New Kingdom of Egypt, as well as about transactions for the transportation
of craftsmen and specialists.

In particular, the Late Bronze Age merchants of the Armenian Highland
could be mediators in the export of certain quantities of Lapis Lazuli form the
Iranian plateau (the mountains of Badakhshan) to Egypt®?. It was highly
demanded especially during the reign of the pharaohs of the 18" dynasty of
Egypt, and the latter, as it was mentioned above, was engaged in cooperation
with the leaders of some early state organizations of the Armenian Highland
and could get the necessary raw materials through them.

The next important sphere, where Egypt and some early state
organizations of the Armenian Highland could cooperate since the mid-Il mill.
BC was the industry of weapons, in particular chariot making and issues of its
skillful operation. Indeed, already on the wall paintings of the pharaohs of the
18™ dynasty, sometimes are depicted images of battle chariots, however,
according to prevailing proposal, as a military weapon, they were of unique
character, apparently borrowed from Hurrians and, at this stage, they rather
symbolized supreme power, than were perceived as military transportation
means®. Meanwhile, in the period of the New Kingdom, the battle chariots
appear in the regular Egyptian army as a separate unit, and as far as the
chariot makers and the charioteers from the Armenian Highland (i.e., Hayasa-
Azzi) were especially renowned in the region at that period (see above), it is
then not excluded that they took part in retraining and modernization of battle

62 Kulikov 1982: 82, 122, 152; Kesley 2010: 27-28, 34-35, Provided by: Minds@University of
Wisconsin;  https://core.ac.uk/display/10597540; Zinkina, Ilyin, Andreev, Aleshkovskiy,
Koprotaev 2017: 157; Pasturo 2017, https://gemsvalley.ru/lazurit/,  https://books.
google.ru/books?id=NdEKDWAAQBA]&printsec=frontcover&hl=ru#v=onepage&q&f=false

63 Helck 1978: 337-340.
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chariots of the regular Egyptian army®. It is also possible that the experienced
craftsmen of the Armenian Highland (in particular, from Subartu-Shubria,
Kadmuhi and Nairi) participated in the construction of palaces and temples
realized by the pharaohs of the New Kingdom of Egypt and especially during
the reign of the 18™ dynasty.

So far, concluding this concise discussion about diverse targeted
processes established between Egypt and the early state organizations of the
southern and central regions of the Armenian Highland (Nairi, Ishuwa,
Shubria, Kadmubhi, Etiuni, etc.) in the mid-Il mill. BC, we can assume that they
had mainly military-political, trading-economic and socio-cultural orientation.
Mutually beneficial for each of the parties, they resulted in a long-term
(16/15*-12/11" cc. BC) uninterrupted cooperation, although with variable
efficiency related to the military-political fluctuations.

Table |

64 It is noteworthy that the king of the Hittites Mursilis Il (1320-1290 BC) during one of the
campaigns to Hayasa-Azzi, after seizing the fortress of Dukkama (Tukkama), incorporated 3000
captured fighters of the latter into his army (Godawa-Chrzanowska 2020: 376). To this we
should add the fact that battle chariots either complete or partial and/or their remarkable
bronze models were uncovered during the excavations of the Late Bronze Age burials of the
ancient cemeteries of Lchashen, Lori Berd and Keti (Voskehask). In any case, at the first sight
the Egyptian battle chariots are closer to the Armenian samples rather than the ones from the
Asia Minor.
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t4hNSNUb LNP EFUIUYNCNRE3NRLE BY <U3LUULUUL
Lenuuchuur<pr yunMtSULUL buRUU4NrNrULENC
U.fe.U. Il KUuruusuub srurnft 4subhtu

(puwn gpwiynp uhqpuwnpynipubph b htwghwnwlwu wdywutph)
Wnip Phhynuwt, Undhbl <uwjpwwbyywt

Pwuwh pwntp' <wjwlwlwl Gnbwppuwph, Gghwiynup Lnp pwquynpniyynid,
Uhypwtitih, Ywuupippwluwt Pupbinthw, Junwbpwlwt Yuqdwynpnidubn, Lwh-
ph, Ephniup, htiwaghipnyeniti:

<hu Ubpdwynp Uplubpu nt Uhgtipypwywuh wjwqwup d.p.w. Il hwg.
dhouwdwunwd pninu qupqugnudubiph pwwnbpwptd thu: Wuwnbn duwynp-
wsé unp nbipnyeyniuutipp (Gghwwnup b lubpwywu unp pwqwynpnie)niu-
ubp, Ywuuphnwlwu Pwpbinupw, Uhwnwuuh) hwnpwhwpbiny unbwywu
dquwdwdp, wpnbu ny dhwju thnpdnwd Ehu ninnnpnt; nu ytpwhulyb) nmwpw-
Swopswuh nwqiwpwnwpwlwu, wnunpwntunbuwlwu b unghw-dpwynt-
pwhu gnpdpupwgutipp, wjl dgunnu Ehu wuhwwnwwbu gbiphotunnu n eL-
[wnpnnp nwnuw| npwugnd: Cun wdbuwjuh, uw Ep wwwéwnp, np nw-
pwowopowund wunphwuwpwp plubindbght Gpynt hwlywdwpunnn pwnw-
pwywu fudpwynpnudubin: “Hpwughg daynd hwyjnuytghu Lnp FuGRWYwu
pwqgwynpnieiniup, Updwdwu b Jdhinwwtu (Phnu-Spnjw), huy djnunud’
Gghwwnuh unp pwqwynpnieiniup, Ywuuhnwywu Pwpbinuhwu b Up-
wmwuupt (Lwhwphuw):

Fudpwynpnidutiphg Jntpwpwugnipp dgunnd Ep hp Ynndp gqpuybp b
nwohuph dbe ubippwob bwl tnwpwdwopowuh djnw ny UGS Juwnwbunwlwu
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Ywqgdwynpnudubiphu nu gbinwdhnieiniubipht, npnug Gupwwjnyejwu wnwy
guinuynn hnwpwjhtu wwownubpp, Ynuyptn wpnmwnpulywu Yuwpnnnieiniu-
ubpp W dwpnyuwjphtu ubpnidp Ywpnn bhtu odwunwyb) bwfuwtuowd pwnw-
pwlwu htnwhwp dpwgpbph hpwgnpddwup:

Ldwuwwhw fuunhp wnyw tp twb d.p.w. Il hwg. Ybuh <wjwywu
(nuwofuwphh Junwbwwlwu Yugdwynpnwubph dh dwup hwdwp b, nw-
wbiny gpwynp wnpnipuph ne huwghunwlwu hGunwgnuneniuubph pu-
Gbtinwé wnyjwjutiphg, Ybpohuutipu pugdwsé hwlywiubpwlywu nhppnpnond
Ehu npubinpt]’ weowlgbind  Gghwunu-Uhnwuup-Ywuuhnwlwu Pwpb-
(nupw fudpwynpdwup: Un Gu Jywynd <wjwywt [Gnuwfuwphh Junwb-
wmwywu Ywgdwynpnudubiph wnweounpnutipht wnwpywd U wnbinh J.p.w.
XV-XIV nn. pwapynn hnipwpdwuubpnd (Léwotu, Upphy, Unwowdnp,
Utdwdnp, Upnib, <wnhé, Lnnh pbipn, Lwuwgbin, 3Gnwpnun) wtnwsd dh-
wmwltwywu, Ywuuhnwlwtu L Gghywwywu poluwtwlwu  wnwppbp
funphpnwuwuutpn:

Wu hwdwwnbpunnd hwnlwwbiu phs tu puuwpyywd <wjulywu (tn-
uwotuwphp W Bghwwnuh unp pwgwynpnigjuu dhole duwynpywd thn-
fuwnugnieyniutpp: Pwut wyu £, np XVIII hwpuwnnigjut (U.p.w. 1552-1305
RR.) wnwohu thwpwynuubtiph owuptinny hgnpwgwd Gghwwnnuph Linp pw-
gwynpnieintup d.p.w. Il hwq. YGuhtu punhnwy dnintigh) Ep Swypnujwt (Gin-
ubippt’ <wjyulwu Gnuwgtuwphh hwpwydwht dwwnnygubphu: Nwnp gw-
pwynuubph hwdwp pninpnghu £ dpbuunyu skp, G hus nhppnpnand b y&-
pwpbpdniup hwuntu Yptipbu wnbnh Junwbunwlywu Yuwqdwynpnuwdubipp: 2n
pwgwnyntd, np wyn thnynud GpYyniuntip hpwwuwgyb) Gu Ynuypbun puwybp
Upywd tuunhputipp hunwytigubint hwdwp: Fwnbin <wjljwlwu [Gnuwsy-
fuwphh wwpptip hwndwdubpnud hwjnuwpbpdws, tghwyunwlywu dwgnud
niutignn wpuintdwlwnubiphg, tdwu 2thnwubip ni thnfuwnusnieniutbn hulyw-
wbu Ywywgt tu, Ypb Gu gnpduwywu punye W, pun wdtuwuh, dbwynpb)
thnfupunniubih dninbigndubp twpwdwopowunid unbindjwd pwpn hpwyp-
dwyh hwpgnud:

Wn wpunbdwlunubph wnweht funwpp Yuaqdnid Gu ptipngh Ynjwpgbig-
Yuhpubipp  (uhwpuwpbjutin) L udwuwwnhy qupnwlwiupbutipp: Upwup
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hwjnuwpbipyt| tu UGdwdnph dhouwpbpnh U phy 17 nwdpwpwuh (wn. 1,
uy. 1, 14), puswbu vwl <nnndh nwdpwpwuwnwowmh rhy 1, 18, 34, 106
nwdpwpwuubph (wn. I, 4. 1) wennudubpp dwdwuwy W hpGug pwqlw-
rhy gnigwhbnubtipt nwbtu Jd.p.w. XV-XI nn. unptighnwywlywu hwdwww-
wmwufuwu unebpnd (wn. 1, uYy. 2-13, 15-23): <wjwunwujwu huwghunw-
Ywu hwdwhpubph hwdwynndwuh nunwWuwuppnyeniutpp gnyg Gu nw-
(hu, np Ynjupqbig-Ywjuhyubpp dwdwuwyptu ng pninphtu Gu hwunt Bnbj, np-
wbu hofuwunigjwu W nhpph nipnyu funphpnwupwuubp’ Wwwnlwub) Gu nb-
nh nppnugtnupjwu- Junbplwetnwnwu hwuwpwynyejniuutph yeGpuw-
fuwdtiph  wwpbg ubplwjwgnighsubiph b, puwn wdbuh, unghwwlwu
pwnpdp Ywpgwypbwyhg quunn dwwnbwugh twlb ybpghuubiphu Yuwwbipp
Gghwwnuh Unp pwqwynpnipjwu pwpdpwunhbwu wwonnujwubiph, gni-
gbll" wppniuhph hbw:

Gghwwnuh unp pwqwynpnipjwiu b Upwpwwjwu nwonh Junwbunw-
Ywtu Ywqdwynpdwu (Eehntuh) dholt Gpynunbip wnwyb Ywplnpnientu
ubpyuwywgunn wnunpwntunbuvwwu W dowyniewiht Ywwbiph hwuwnwwn-
dwt dh wy| npwagpwy yYwjnyentu Gu unubup (fuwgfuw), Yulws) wwnynt-
6h wnbupny wbtipéwuph wnwplywubpp, np wenyb| Gu UGdwdnph nppnu-
gbnwpwu (J.p.w. XV-XIlI nn.) nwdpwpwuwpnipubiphg (wn. M, 4. 1, 3-
4): Gghwywnuhg hwjnuwpbpjwd upwug hwdwdwdwlwyw gniquhbinub-
pp (wn. Hl, ayy. 5-8, 11-15), dwutwqgbtimutiph Ywpdhpny, npwbu pwpépwu-
wnhéwu wudwug hwdwp twfuwwnbuwsd hwwnnty wnwplwuubp, wgnigyb)
Gu Jqungubiph 2wpp dbo W/ywd Ynpyt| hwgnwunp ypw: Aduny, ujnysh puwn-
pnijwdp (uwpnhnt b wqwpe), ywwnpwundwu nbuthywn b dwdwuw-
yny hwjwuwnwujwu ophuwyubipp dhwuqwdwju unyuwywu Gu Gghwunw-
wuubphtu W, pun wnd, Ywd ninnuyph ubpdniddwu wpryniup Gu, Ywd g
npwug Jdh Jwul pupwgpn tdwuwyyb| b nbnnw: Udku nbwpnud, wju
wpunbdwlunubph wnwniejniup dhwju Gghwywnund b <wjjwlwu (tin-
Uwoluwphph Yeunpnund' Upwpwwnwt nwownnd, nwupéw| Gupwnpb)
wwihu Gpynt pwnwpwywu dhwynpubiph dhol gnjnieiniu niutigwd wudh-
owlwu Ywwbtph dwuphtu b dwwnuwupnd, np nwqdwywu hwdwagnpdwy-
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gniejntuhg quwn npwup Ubpwnb) Gu twb wnWnpwlwu, unghwjwywu, Ep-
wwn W wy| npnpuinubn:

Gghwwnuh unp pwgqwynpniejuwu htn <wjywlwu |Gnuwfuwphp npny
qunuwbtwnwywu Ywuqdwynpnwubph niubgwd  hnfuwnusnieniuutph  dp
nipwapwy thwuw b Yuwydwsd | pwndwt dhuwlwpgh dby d.p.w. Il hwg.
ytuhtu Gpynwinbip wpgwé npn2 Unpwdnidnientuutiph htwin: Fwuu wyu k, np
Cwjywywu [Gnuwpfuwphh dhohu ppnugh opowthnih ytpoh (U.p.w. XVIII-
XVl nn.) b n ppnugh (U.e.w. XVI/XV=XIII/XII nn.) nwdpwpwuwihtu hwdw-
(hpubipnuwd, Unipwywu dowynyph wnwppbip wnwplywubph hbn hwjnuw-
ptipyb| Gu uwl ppnuquaény| Gquyh hptip, npnug htwgbwnubpp Wwjdwuw-
Ywunpbu «ghtwtpwuubp» tu wudwund: Upwup pwpdpwpybiun, quug-
qwsétin wpunbdwywubip Gu, niubu dhusle 40 ud pwpdpnieiniu b Yuqddwsd
GU dwynylywal hhduwdwuhg, woanwpwlwédl Yneniuhg b Yunwuwybpw,
ensuwybpwy Ywd dwpnwybpw yepuwdwuhg (wn. V, 4y. 1-5): <Gnwppphp
E wju hwugwdwupp, np dwynywdél hhduwdwu niutignn putwpyynn gh-
uwtpwuubpp <wjywywu Gnuwotuwphh holuwtwlwu nwdpwpwuubpnid
ufunud Gu Yhpwnyb) hwinywwbiu b.p.w. Il hwq. Ytuhg: Uju nbuwuyntuhg
hwpgp nhunwpytijhu, nwpdw| wnwotwihu Ywplunpnyeniu £ dbnp pbpnud
d.e.w. Il hwq. Ytuhg Gguunup unp pwqwynpnipiwi b <wjjwlwu (tin-
uwpfuwnhh npn? Junwbtinmwywu Yugdwynpnidubiph dhol npulinpdwid Yuw-
wbpu nu hnfuwnusnieniutbpp: “pwug wpryniupnd, hwywuwpwn, <wj-
Ywlwu |Gnuwgtuwphph Jwnubwmwlwu Ywqdwynpnwdubph npnp wnwy-
unpnubiph Ynndhg, Eihunwn dh funwp funphprwtpwubiph htin Gghwunwgh-
ubiphg thntu b wnub] wunpwotuwph twunn dwynyyh qunwthwpp b npw
wnwpywjwywu npubinpnup hwybytp p2luwtwywu nwdpwuwfugh gny-
pwlwqgdh wuhpwdbyn dwu hwunhuwgnn ghuwuwuh unnpht hwnyw-
onud: 2p pwgwnynd uwl, np Gghwywnuh dhohtu nt Unp pwgwynpnie)niu-
ubpnd U PGppp Yhuwinwune tmwpwdpnd (Ubpwnjw) <wjjwlwu Gntws)-
fuwphnud) d.e.w. 1l hwg. Ytupu hotunn ybpuwfuwytpph dhol duwynpywd
dowynipwihu thnfuwnusniginiuutiph wpryntupnud k| ighywnwlwtu pwndwu
otiunwd hwyinuybi £ pwnwuhy uwyh ypw wpynn hnnupywynpdwu wpwnn-
nnuRjnLup, husp dhus wyn Yupdtiu b sh hwunhwynw wnbinh Ejhnwp pw-

66



BULLETIN « OF THE INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES « VOLUME | (XXXIV), ISSUE 1

nnudubipnud: Ladwdh punnwitith qniqwhtinp Gghwwnuh XVI ((FGpGwlw)
hwpuwnnugjwu hwpwynt Ywdnuptu (wudwu hhtu nwppbpwyp’ Ywdbun,
d.e.w. 1554-1549 pr.) wwwnlwunn b upw Yhtu Swhhninbwh uwpyndpwahg
hwjnmuwpbpqwsé wunpwotuwphjwu dwynyyh nuyt dwupwybipnu Lk, np
qupwbwnnptu hwdwipjwsd £ depdwynpwplbjwi puwndwu nhwuwh snpu
wuhyubipny (wn. V, uy. 11):

h Jh pbiptny d.p.w. Il hwq. Gpypnpn Ytupu Gghwywnnuh unp pwagw-
ynpnipjwu b <wjwlwu (Gnuwotuwphh npn2 Junubtimwywu Ywgdwyn-
pnudutiph dholt duwynpywd pwqdwptnye gnpdpupwgubiph dwuht wju
hwdwnnwn 2wpwnpwupp, Ywnbh £ Ggpulwgub), np npwup wnwybjwwbu
nwquwpwnwpwlwu, wnunpuwwntunbiuwlwu b unghw|-dowynipwiht ninn-
qwoénipniu Gu niubigh), tnb| tu thnfupwhwybwn Ynndbiphg jnipwpwtgnipp
hwdwp, hush wpryniupnud £ dh wbwlwu opowt (U.e.w. XVI/XV-XII/XI
nn.), Ywujwsd wmwpwdwopowund Ynuyptin ppwyphbwyubpnud duwynp-
qwé nwqiwpwnwpwywu ywjphybipnwutiphg, gnpéti| Gu thnthnfuwlwu
wpryniuwybtinigwdp, pwjg wnwug punhwwnnwutiph:
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RIVER TRAFFIC ON THE EUPHRATES®

Aram Kosyan

Abstract

In two articles representing his journey by the Upper Euphrates E. Huntington, well-
known US geographer, describes the river transportation on sheepskin rafts which
was practiced by the local population, mostly Armenians. The description of kellek
(sheepskin raft) by E. Huntington leaves no doubt that they are similar with the raft
which was used by the people of Mesopotamia according to Herodotus.

Keywords: E. Huntington, sheepskin raft, Euphrates, river traffic, Herodotus.

E. Huntington, the well-known American geographer (1876-1947)
describes his journey on kellek on the Upper Euphrates in the Spring 1901,
accompanied by Th. H. Norton, US consul in Harput (Arm. Kharberd).
According to the author, such means of transportation was practiced by local
population, mostly Armenians. Besides navigation the author makes some
useful remarks on localities along the course of the river and archaeological
sites which he met during his journey.

Below we shall bring passages from the account of E. Huntington’s
journey. The first article contains some remarks on the rafts popular among
the population of the Euphrates and its tributaries. The second article deals
with extensive account of his journey of which we present only those
regarding kelleks (Turkish word which means raft made of sheepskin). By E.

* The article was submitted on June 17, 2021: The article was reviewed on June 21, 2021.

" E. Huntington was professor of geography at the Yale University (USA) during the early 20th
century, and is known for his studies on environmental determinism. He served as President of
the Ecological Society of the USA in 1917, the Association of American Geographers in 1923 and
President of the Board of Directors of the Society for Bio-demography and Social Biology from
1934 to 1938. E. Huntington participated in several geographical expeditions to Central Asia,
Palestine, travelled in different regions of Western Armenia and Asia Minor.
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Huntington, until 1901 neither a European nor even local had attempted to
travel on such rafts from the Upper Euphrates to Northern Syria because of
dangerous rapids. He refers to well-known German general H.von Moltke who
tried to do it twice in 1838-1839 but was forced to abandon this idea very
soon?.

E. Huntington, The Valley of the Upper Euphrates River and Its
People, Bulletin of the American Geographical Society, Vol. 34, No. 5,
1902, 384-393, Chapter “Primitive Modes of Travel on the Rivers”, pp.
89-90.

“On Assyrian monuments of 1000 B. C., or older, there are
representations of rafts made of inflated sheepskins, and of men crossing the
water on single inflated skins, with which they supported their bodies, while
they swam with their feet. At the present time such rafts are the only means of
navigation on the Euphrates River and its branches, except at some of the
larger ferries. No attempt is made to go up stream, although in summer the
current is very slow in many places. For thousands of years the habits of the
people have remained unaltered. When they wish to cross the river to market
a raft of skins is sufficient for the men, and the animals can swim alongside. If
the river is high and dangerous, business can wait a week or two. In 1901 |
floated two hundred and fifty miles on such rafts and saw no other means of
locomotion, with the exception already noted. To be sure, | saw a raft of logs,
on which sat almost naked Kurds, with strings of dried gourds around their
waists for life-preservers and wooden tridents for paddles. But this was not a
means of transportation; it was merely the easiest way of getting the logs to
the place where they were to be used. At the main ferries there is what |
suppose to be a relatively modern innovation in the shape of exceedingly
clumsy, square-cornered wooden boats. They are low in front, in order that
animals and, in the few cases where wagon roads have been built, wagons

2 Yon Moltke 1876: 289-291, 360-363. In July, 1838 Von Moltke started his journey from Palu
but succeeded to reach only modern Kémurhan where he was forced to quit his undertaking
because of rapids. His second journey (spring 1839) also failed because of rapids at Tilek.
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may enter. The stern is high and overhanging, with a high platform, on which
stands the steersman, who manipulates the mighty rudder, which is as long as
the boat. Two rough planks, with rounded handles, are tied to pins close to
the front of the boat, and serve as oars. Of course, these boats are carried far
down stream before they can reach the opposite side, and have to be towed
up stream along the bank - a very long and tedious process. Occasionally they
are carried several miles down stream, or get stuck on sand bars in the
middle of the swollen river."

Through the Great Canon of the Euphrates River, The Geographical
Journal Including the Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society XX.
- July to December, 1902, pp. 175-200.

“Starting from that place, we rode to Akhor, on the bank of the
Euphrates, at the eastern end of the Harput plain. The people of this village,
Armenians, make a business during the winter of floating down the river to
Kemur Khan on rafts of skins, fishing as they go. These rafts are known as
kelleks, and the raftsmen are kellekjis. As there are no equivalent English
words, | shall employ the Turkish terms. At Kemur Khan the kelleks are taken
to pieces, and together with the fish loaded on donkeys sent by land across
the neck of the river's bend to meet them. The fish are sold at Harput, and the
rafts are taken back to the village, whence they start again. We had engaged
two of these fishermen to take us down the river as far as we should choose to
go, with the condition, imposed by them that they should be allowed to make a
portage around one dangerous rapid, of which they had heard, in the lower
gorge below Kemur Khan. ......

The making of the kellek took some time, although in the evening a
number of entire sheepskins had been well soaked and left wet so that they
might be pliable and ready for immediate use. In the morning they were
inflated by blowing through the necks, the legs being securely tied so that no
air could escape. At first the mouths of the blowers were at a distance of 8 or
10 inches from the necks of the skins, but as the later became fuller and more
difficult to inflate, the men's mouths were brought nearer until they touched
the skins. When a hole was discovered, it was quickly mended by putting a
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piece of wood like a checker against the inside of the hole and tying the skin
firmly around it. A light frame of saplings was tied together with ropes, and
under this were tied the skins, about thirty in number, with the legs up. They
were packed together so closely as to make the kellek water-tight. Thirty skins
seemed to us very few for five people, but the fishermen's rafts consist of only
six, and two men sit on one such kellek. The kelleks always go in pairs on
long-fishing trips.

As the spring of 1901 in Turkey was unusually dry, the river was
comparatively low, being about halfway between the extremes of flood and low
water. As it was, the current seemed very swift even in the plain at Akhor. As
soon as we began to float, we concluded that a kellek moves in the easiest,
most delightful way that can be imagined. There is no jar or shake. The
buoyant skins and pliant saplings adapt themselves to every movement of the
waves. Half an hour after starting, we stopped for some time while the
kellekjis gathered a great quantity of weeds, which they spread over the raft,
partly to protect the skins from injury by our feet, but still more to prevent
them from drying in the hot sun and cracking. Every hour or two they threw
water over all exposed portions of the skins.”

In regard to the kellek seen by E. Huntington, one can speculate whether
the raft used by the population of the Upper Euphrates area is similar to that
reported by the Greek historian Herodotus where he describes the river
traffic between Armenia and Babylon. According to the account,
Mesopotamians use for navigation skins of animals.

Herodotus 1.194°

“I' will now show what seems to me to be the most marvellous thing in the
country, next to the city itself. Their boats which ply on the river and go to
Babylon are all of skins, and round. They make these in Armenia, higher up
the stream than Assyria. First, they cut frames of willow, then they stretch
hides over these for a covering, making as it were a hold; they neither
broaden the stern nor narrow the prow, but the boat is round, like a shield.

3 Herodotus 1975: 244-245.
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They then fill it with reeds and send it floating down the river with a cargo;
and it is for the most part palm wood casks of wine that they carry down. Two
men standing upright steer the boat, each with a paddle, one drawing it to
him, the other thrusting it from him. These boats are of all sizes, some small,
some very great; the greatest of them are even of five thousand talents
burden. There is a live ass in each boat, or more than one in the larger. So,
when they have floated down to Babylon and disposed of their cargo, they sell
the framework of the boat and all the reeds; the hides are set on the backs of
asses, which are then driven back to Armenia, for it is not by any means
possible to go up stream by water, by reason of the swiftness of the current; it
is for this reason that they make their boats of hides and not of wood. When
they have driven their asses back into Armenia, they make more boats in the
same way”.

The description of this navigation was discussed by several Armenologists.
Unlike early Armenian historians like A. Garagashyan, G.A. Khalatyanc, J.
Sandalgyan, K. Aslan who identify the tradesmen referred to by Herodotus
with Armenians*, H. Manandyan in a small note shows that the Greek historian
describes the activities of Assyrians who were mediators of river traffic
between the Armenian Highland and Babylonia®>. We shall agree with H.
Manandyan in that indeed Assyrian tradesmen (i.e., Aramaeans since in the V
century BC hardly Assyrians could have survived after late VIl century BC)
were operating in the south-western part of the Armenian Highland. But this
proposal does not contradict the idea that the sheepskin rafts could have
originated in Armenia.

The comparison of E. Huntington's description of kellek with that of
Herodotus could force one to conclude that they are different, although the
Neo-Assyrian reliefs leave no doubt that the Mesopotamian rafts were similar

4 Garagashyan 1895: 69; Aslan 1909: 75; Khalatyants 1910: 98; Sandalgyan 1917: 392. Later
in the XX century this idea has been widely accepted by later Armenian authors.
5 Manandyan 1985: 410ff.
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to the modern rafts made of sheepskin®. Probably, Herodotus's account was
not full and the description of these rafts lacks some details.

The description of sheepskin raft by E. Huntington allows us to arrive to
some conclusions.

- The procedure of making such rafts was simple and fast; it takes about
one day.

- The rafts varied in size. For the fishing purposes two fishermen use a
raft made of six sheepskins. As to the raft on which travelled E. Huntington
and his companions (5 people) was constructed of 30 skins.

- The raft floats easily, without swinging.

- The traffic was practiced only down the river but not up.

In regard to vessels/rafts used by the population of the Armenian
Highland it seems worth to mention a cuneiform Hittite text dated with the XV
century BC which deals with the shipment of food for the Kaska workers by
river’. Although the text does not specify the nature of the vessel, it could be
speculated that the vessel under discussion was made of skins. Unfortunately,
we do not know which river is meant in the text®. But it is certain that the
Hittites used to have different types of such vessels, since here is mentioned
"small vessel" (**MA TUR).

Addenda

It goes without saying that rafts or boats made of animal skins were widely
used in different parts of the world, and continue to be used until today. Nice
illustration to this is China where such vessels are popular still from the IlI

6 See, for example, the photo on a relief from Nineveh (Parpola 1987: 39, Fig.13 where are
depicted two types of boats, one regular, and on the left a raft made of skins). On another relief
we see a fisherman sitting on a single skin, near regular boat (Parpola 1987: 53, Fig. 17b). See
also Rawlinson 1880, PI. LXII, Fig.2. See also the chapter in the study of R. Rollinger dealing
with the navigation in the ancient Near East (Rollinger 2013: 33-44).

7 The text has been published by several scholars (Garstang and Gurney 1959: 33f;
Hagenbuchner 1989: 136ff.; Hoffner 2009: 81ff.; Kosyan et al. 2018: 75-78 etc.).

8 Euphrates (Houwink ten Cate 1970: 62 n. 31; Unal 1974: 209f. etc.), Halys (Garstang and
Gurney 1959: 33f.; Forlanini 1979: 184, n.105 etc.).
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century AD. In ancient times the biggest sheepskin raft was composed of over
600 sheepskin bags and measured 22 meters long and 7 meters wide. There
were three oars in the front and at the back. Each oar was controlled by two
people. With a carrying capacity of 20 to 30 tons of goods, it could run over
200 kilometers per day®.
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L'EXECUTION DE SURENA: LES TENDANCES DANS LES
RELATIONS DE POUVOIR CHEZ LES PARTHES'

Rouben Manasserian

Abstract

Le capitaine Parthe Suréna, victorieux des legions de Crassus fut exécuté par
Orodes aussitét apres sa victoire eclatante. L'examen de ce fait portent a révéler les
particularité du développement politique de ['Empire Parthe.

Les mots clés: Suréna, Orodes, Arsacides, Parthes, Plutarque, Tiridate, Mithridate
I, Rome, relations de pouvoir, G. Kochelenko.

Les auteurs antiques dont les ouvrages sont des sources principales de
I'histoire des Parthes traitent de fagon passagére les problemes de I'histoire
intérieure politique de I'Empire Arsacide. Ce sont les guerres romano-
parthes qui demeurent au centre de leur attention. En plus, en éffleurant les
actes politiques des princes Arsacide Trogue Pompée, (Justin), Tacite,
Plutarque recourent aux notions idéologiques et morales, telles comme
crudelitas, insolencia propres a la mentalité traditionnelle de la police
(civitas). Cette particularité de leurs renseignements dissimule les causes des
contradictions qui déchiraient périodiquement I'Empire des Arsacides.

D'aprés le concept de G. A. Kochelenko la lutte politique dans I'Empire
parthe fut suscité par les désaccords au sujet de l'attitude envers I'Empire
romain, par l'intransigeance entre les partisans de la capitulation devant la
Rome et ceux de la lutte opinidtre’. Les premiers furent les couches
dominantes des villes hellénistiques de la Mésopotamie méridionale et les
nobles Parthes hellénisés alors que les seconds se présentaient comme

* The article was submitted on July 29, 2021: The article was reviewed on August 2, 2021.
! Koéelenko 1963: 59.
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aristocratie clanique des régions orientales®. Se fondant sur cette thése G.
Kochelenko interprete la guerre fratricide entre Mithridate 11l et Orodes II.
Déposé par l'aristocratie Parthe Mithridate 11l (58-57) dut s'enfuir en Syrie
romaine. |l se rentra aussitét en Mésopotamie, en trouvant I'appuie dans les
cités hellénistiques et parmi eux en Seuleucie du Tigre. G. Kochelenko
considere Mithridate comme chef des adeptes de la capitulation devant la
Rome, de la reconnaissance de la prépondérance romaine®. Cependant il
convient d'observer que Kochelenko ne préte pas’ attention a l'indication
nette de la source, celle de Justin que c'est par la suite de sa cruauté que
Mithridate fut détroné par le "sénat" parthe, une assemblée des chefs
claniques. (Propter crudelitatem a Senatu Parthico regno pellitur: - Just.,
XLII, 4). Justin, donc ne mentionne pas l'attitude défaitiste de Mithridate vis-
a-vis de la Rome, mais indique la cruauté de ce dernier.

Aussi nous parait-il contestable linterprétation faite par A. G.
Boktchanine qui inverse la suite des faits. "Le calcul de s'appuyer sur la
population hellénisée des centres civiques de la Mésopotamie suscita le
mécontentement de la noblesse parthe" et "Mithridate fut déposé pour la
cruauté™.

En réalité, la tentative de Mithridate de s'appuyer sur les couches
hellénisés de Babylonie et de Seuleucie du Tigre fut déja entreprise apreés
son détrénement, c'est-a-dire son rapprochement des cercles politiques aux
aspirations pro-romaines fut conditionné par la conjoncture politique et de
la sorte, ne reflétait pas ses buts initials. Or, ses buts qui lui imposérent de
recourir a la cruauté a l'égard de la noblesse demeurent non élucidés.
Prenons en considération que le point de vue qui fait procéder la collision
interne chez bles Parthes du désaccord au sujet de l'attitude a I'égard de
Rome passe sous silence le fait que Orodés aussitdt aprés son avénement
manifeste lui-méme la cruauté. Il chatie de mort son excellent capitaine
Suréna. Sureéna, victorieux des troupes de Mithridate Il et des legions de

2 Koéelenko 1963: 59.
3 Ibid.
4 Bokséanin 1966: 43.
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Crassus, chef de I'un de sept clans puissants - membre du "sénat" parthe fut
de toute apparence lié au aristocrates semi-nomades orientales de I'Empire.
Ce meurtre ne s'enchaine pas au concept de collision entre les "défaitistes”
et les "patriotes”.

Ce n'est que Plutarque qui parmi les auteurs antiques a conservé
I'information sur le meurtre de Suréna. Selon ses explications le vainqueur
de Crassus tomba victime de la jalousie (@B6vog) royale de sa gloire.”
Rappelons-nous que Plutarque considéere la jalousie comme motivation
générale des actes des protagonistes de ses "Vies". Déja chez Herodote la
jalousie (pB6voc) insite la divinité de poursuivre et de chatier les acteurs
pour leurs grandes réussites®. Il est évident que la version de Plutarque sur
la jalousie royale est hors de la réalité politique.

L'exécution de Suréna ne fut pas prise en considération par G.
Kochelenko et A.D. H. Bivar. (lls passent méme sous silence ce fait
significatif)’. Propos du meurtre de Suréna A. G. Boktchanine suppose que
"les des données des sources sont tellement maigres qu'il soit impossible
d'émettre quelque opinion méme la plus générale sur les causes de cette
tragédie"®. A. N. Sherwin - White attribue une certaine hostilité envers le roi:
"I'ambition dynastique™. Une semblable opinion a été émise par K.
Schippmann: "As for Surena, the victor of Carrhae, it, soon cost him his life.
Probably fearing, that he would constitute a threat to himself, king Orodes |
had him executed"®. "The execution of Suréna, the victor of Carrhae shows
the relatively unlimited power of the supreme monarch in Parthia"".

La derniére assertion est en gros incontestable mais I'affaire de Suréna
mérite un examen précis, vue les tendances dans les modifications du

5 Plutarque 1972. Crass, 33,7. La version de Plutarque de la mort de Suréna par suite de la
jalousie d'Orodeés fut partagée par Momzenn 1941: 285; Debevoise 1938: 92.

6 Sobolevsky 1955: 50.

7 Ko¢elenko 1963: 58; Bivar 1983: 56.

8 Bokséanin 1966: 61, note 93.

9 Sherwin-White 1984: 290, "Orodés eliminated his successful marshal on suspicion of
dynastic ambition".

10 Schippmann 1987: 528.

" Schippmann 1987: 532.
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pouvoir supréme chez les Parthes. Il nous convient de présumer que le
meurtre de Suréna servit a Orodés de moyens de réaliser des combinaisons
politiques de longue portée. L'exécution de Suréna est un acte marquant un
coup d'Etat véritable. Il ne serait compris que si I'on prenne en considération
les taches politiques que les Arsacides, chefs militaires et héréditaires du
peuple, aux institutions tribales, avaient visé dans leurs rapports avec la
haute noblesse clanique. Orodes agit dans l'intention d'instituer I'empire
centralisé au pouvoir despotique avec une noblesse servile, un Etat, en vrai
acception de ce mot. Le conflit ne se déroulait pas en forme latente comme
on l'estime™. Au contraire il revétu le caractére d'un affrontement ouvert, de
la terreur déclenchée par la royauté. Le meurtre de Suréna fut la mesure
d'effroi adressée a la haute noblesse, a I'assemblée des chefs des clans. Pour
asséner ce coup Orodeés choisit en tant que victime Suréna, son serviteur
dévoué, mais aussi chef du clan le plus puissant. Ayant, donc s'emparé du
trone a l'aide de la noblesse, insurgée contre Mithridate Il pour sa cruauté
Orodeés la prit aussitét a l'improviste, par le retour a la politique de son
prédécesseur. L'exécution de Suréna, non-fondée et arbitraire fut la
manifestation de la transformation du pouvoir supréme en pouvoir
despotique. La nécessité de la justification de cette mort, c'est a dire de
I'argumentation, du recours a l'esprit de ses sujets fut déja incompatible au
caractere nouveau du pouvoir devenu déja une domination totale et
immeédiate sur l'individu, sur la personnalité d'un représentant de la classe
aristocratique. On réduisait les chefs claniques a l'état des domestiques
assujettis. Par son acte Orodes introduisait la peur (metus) en qualité de
stimulant de leur soumission. Le sort tragique de Suréna sert de l'illustration
de la formule de Trogue Pompeée sur les Parthes. " lls obéissent aux princes
non par le respect, mais de la peur, (Principibus meta non pudire parent -
Just., XLI, HI).

La tentative de conjuration de Ornodopate en 51 prouve que les grands
ne furent pas résigné completement a leur nouvelle situation mais gardérent
leur rancune. Dans la formulation, présenté par Trogue Pompée la peur

12 |bid.
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figure en qualité de facteur stable du processus de l'exercice du pouvoir.
Cette pratique manifestement répressive de I'exercice du pouvoir se refléte
dans la doctrine officielle présentée chez Dion Cassius. "Maitre, moi le
descendant d'Arsace, frere des rois Vologése et Pacoros, je suis ton esclave,
je suis venu vers toi, mon Dieu pour t'adorer comme Mithra. Je serai ce que
tu me feras, car tu es mon sort est mon Destin"®. Ces paroles ont été
adressées a Néron par le prince Tiridate au moment de son couronnement
roi d'Arménie par I’empereur en plein Forum en 66. Tiridate prononca la
formule protocolaire, admise a la cour royale arsacide. Cette formule
protocolaire qui avait ravie Néron exprime les rapports d'une coté de la
domination sans limites et de la soumission sans reserve de celle de 'autre.
Le roi est un maitre égale a Moira par son role a I'égard du sujet. Le maitre
dispose complétement de son sort, de sa vie et de sa mort. Le sujet, tout
d'abord son physique, son corps comme l'indique Plutarque dans sa relation
sur la situation des courtisans a la cour de Tigrane, roi d'Arménie, est I'objet
du pouvoir. En 66 les relations de pouvoir formulées dans I'allocution de
Tiridate ne correspondaient pas déja aux réalites politiques de I'Empire
Parthe. La formule ne devint qu'une formalité. Vers le milieu du ler siécle de
n. ere les forces centrifuges prirent le dessus. Les expériences de créer un
empire centralisé au pouvoir autocrate et despotique subirent un échec final.

Cet époque particuliére fut inaugurée par le coup d'Etat d'Orodés mais
elle était précédée d'une époque de longue crise de I'ordre politique d'une
société clano-tribale des nomades Parnes. Cette crise fut engendré par les
vastes conquétes territoriales sous le regne de Mithridate ler. Les chefs
Parthes claniques, conducteurs de ses propres forces militaires se
transformerent aussitét en princes locaux pratiquement indépendants. Les
possibilités des Arsacides d'exercer linfluence sur la noblesse se
diminuérent. Donc, la nécessité de régir ces territoires immenses, de les
organiser dans une puissance unifiée imposait aux Arsacides la tache de

13 Dion Cassius 1896: LXIII, 5, 2: é&yw, déomota, 'Apadkou pév ékyovog, O'voloyaicou 3¢ Kai
Makdpou Twv Paciéwy 'adedpdc, 06¢dE doUNOG elpt, kat ANBOV Te TPdu o€ TOV EPoV Oedy,
TPOCKUVACWY 0 WG Kal Tov MiBpav, kal écopat Touto &' Tt A'v o0 EMKADONG: 00 yap pot
KAl poipa €l Kat Toxn.
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créer un systéme administratif et centralisé. Pour la réaliser il fallait aux
Arsacides de dompter ses compagnons d'arme, les chefs claniques. Cette
tdche les poussait inévitablement au conflit, d'autant que ils suivirent les
mesures de coersition et de punition qui étaient établis dans une sociéte a
l'organisation orientée vers la guerre. La mobilisation des forces face au
contre-offensive Seleucide de Démetrios Il et Antiochos VII, et des invasions
ravageuses des Sakaraukes ajournérent la resolution du probleme.
Mithridate Il enfin tenta de I'entreprendre. Les sources prouvent I'existence
du systéme satrapal sous son régne. Mais déja de son vivant ce systéme ne
put empécher I'explosion de I'Empire et son morcellement durant la période
des années 91-70. Sous Phrahate Ill (70-58) I'Empire surmonta la crise et
recouvra son unite. Mithridate Il (58-57) reprit la tiche d'instituer
autocratie. Orodés semble-t-il la réussit pour un certain delais. La
catastrophe Parthe de I'an 38 en guerre contre la Rome de toute évidence
réduisit a néan toutes ses entreprises dans le domaine intérieur politique.
Les tentatives d'Artabane Il (11-38) et des rois rivaux Godarze Il et Vardan de
rétablir un Etat despotique et centralisé se brisérent complétement contre
les particularismes de I'aristocratie clanique et fonciéere.
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UnhPELU3h UUKUNUShdL. UhSNRULEN MUr@&4LENrh UNS
hChuULNRE3UL KUruPEMPNRE3NRLLEMNRY

Mnipbt Uwbwubinjut

Pwuwh pwnbtp' Unipbtiw, Opnnbu, Uppwlhnitptibin, wwpplttp, Minwpwppnu,
Spnwip, Uphpnuipn 1, <nnd, ppfuwibinygywt hwpwpbpnysinibin, 9. 4npbiGulyn:

Aniuw-hnndbwlwu htnhuwyutpp Mwppluwmwuh wppwubtiph gnpén-
nniRjniubbinu hptitg wjwgqwunt ujwwdwdp punypwagpnd Gu hniuwlwu
pwnwpwghwywu hwdwjuph (wnihuh) ghnwygnijwup punpn pupnjw-
gwnwthwpwfunuwlwu hwuljwgnieiniuutpny, huswhuhp Gu «nwdwunt-
pjnup», «hwunqunieiniup», «Uwfuwudp»: Muwpplwlwlu  wbpnyejwl
d.p.w. 50-wywu ppr.-hg dhusk J.p. 50-wywu pr.-h Ybpop' onipg dby
nwnp nbwd dwdwiwwhwnywdp punypwagpynud £ wppwjwywu hofuw-
unipjwu U wnhdpy wywqwunt dhob wwppbipwpwp pnuyynn pwfunid-
ubipny: Uppwynwwphubpp twywwwy thu hGnwdwnd untindt) ytuwnpn-
twgywé whwmwlwunieniu b npwbiu npw twuwwwdwu Upwup wnbu-
unwW tpu wdwquunt ujuwundwdp wuuwhdwuwihwly nppwwbnniypyut’
(dominatio) hwuwmwwndwu, hywwnwyh wudp' Ywupu nt dwhp nuophubint
dbe: SYjw| ubppwnwpwywt wnbwywundwu powtwynd hwpy £ np-
nwnybp Unipbuwgh' Ypwunup hwnennh bW wppw Opnnbuph hwywwnwphd
ghuwygh, twl wninhdwjht wjwgqwunt hgnpwgnyu ubpywjwgnigsh® unyu
Opnnbiuh hpwdwuny dwhwwwwinhdp: Minunwppnup pwgwwpnid £ Unti-
ptuwih uywunyentup hp gnpwywpp nwqdwlwu thwnph hwunbw Opn-
nbup bwhuwuédny: Mwwundwpwuubpp hwjwwn Gu pudwintd Minunwppnup
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wjn pwgwwpnipjwup Ywd E wunpunpnigjwu dwnund Unipbiuwgh
uwwunpjwu thwuwnp (F. Yngttuyn, W. Pnygswuhu, U. Phwp): Ctipyhu-
Nuwyep W Chwydwuu tupwnpnud tu, np Unipbuwt uwwnuwhp Ep ubiplyw-
jugunud Uppwyniuh wppwjhtu: hpwlwunwd Opnnbtiup, UnipGuwih ogunt-
pjwdp wnwwuwitiny wjwqwunt hwunbwy «nwdwunieniuutip» gnpdwd
Uhhpnwuwn l-hu (J.p.w. 58-57 ppe.), gnpdtg wnwyb| d&d nwdwunie)niu,
hwpwd hwugubind wjwquunt' dJwhwwwwndh Gupwpybing upw wdb-
twwgnbighy ubpywjwgnigshu: Unipbuwgh dwhwwwwinhdp tpwuwynpbig
hpwlwu wbwwlwu hbnwoponid: Uppwyniuhubph gbpwagnyu dwnwuqu-
Ywu hotuwunipniup’ hwuwpwwlwu-pwnwpwlwu fuunhpubp Yuww-
pnn gnpdwnnyehg pwgh &bnp pbtpbg hwdwwwpthwy nhpwlwdwu
punyp, npp wudtwlwu Ywiujwdnypjwu dby Ep nund wjwquuntt wp-
pwjhg, hwywuwpbgunw upw Ywpgqwypbwlyp wwjwunwywu Swnwih
npnyRjwup: Pwugwnywd sk, np bdwt pwnwpwlwunyeniuu nintygynd L
wywaqwunt hnnwjht mhpnyputiph uwhdwuwhwydwu dhongwnnidubipny:
Npwbtu php wppwlywpdwu dhong Opnnbup uwhdwund Ep wwwnhd:
huswbiu ugnwd £ Mndwbnu Spngnup. «MwpprUubpp tupwplyynd Gu inp-
pwlwiubphu ny hwpgwuphg, wj ywfuhg» (Just. XLI, 1): Yywuph hwdwnp
qufup nwpdynd Ep hofuwungjwtu  hpwgnpddwt  donwlwu gnpdnu:
Uunjwédwgywd nphpwlywih wuuwhdwuwthwy hofuwuniginiup hywwnw-
Up wush Vywwndwdp' npubu dhwwbnwlwu qunuihwpwlununyejwu
hhduwpwp npnypE, hnswyynwd £ Spnwwnp funupnud® ninnjwd Lkpnupu
(Dio. Cass, LXIII, 5, 2): Uwywju 66 p. wn pliqu wpnbtu wpwpnnuywp-
qwjhu Ep, pwuh np skp wpnwgninud ywppbwlwu wbunnyejwu dbe ho-
funn hpwnpnyeniup: Opnnbiup dwupwgnyu wwpwnieiniup <nndhg 38 p.
nt dwhp h shp nwpdptight YEunpnuwgywé whwmwywunieiniu uinbindtijnt
upw owuptinp: Wunthtiinle Upinnwpwu 1I-h (11-38 pRr.) U hpwp dpgwyhg
wppwubph' Snunwpsbup b dwpnwuh (40-50-wlwu pR.) wpniuwhtn,
pwjg wuhwonn thnpdbpp hwuwmwunbint pnuwywwlwu dhwwbnnyeniup
60-70-wlwu pwlywuubtiphu hwugbigphtt MwppUunwuh dwutwwnybntu
18 pwqwynpnieiniutiph: fFwgwynpwlwu pholuwunyeniup uwhdwuw-
thwlyytig nnhdwunppwywu wwgquwunt hpfuwuniejwt pwnwpwlwu hwu-
tnwwnnientutipny:
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ON THE ISSUE OF THE PARTHIAN PAHLAYVS'
SOCIO-POLITICAL NATURE’

Arthur Melikyan

Abstract

The role of the high aristocracy, the so-called pahlavs, is undeniable in the history of
the Parthian state. In the second half of Il century BC the assistance of the pahlavs to
the Arsacid dynasty considerably contributed to the establishment of the Dahae and
organization of their own state in Parthia and Hyrcania. During the following
centuries the rises and crises of the political life of the Parthian statehood and even its
final decline in the first quarter of the Ill century was due to the attitude of the
Parthian pahlavs towards the Arsacid dynasty. In spite of the key role of the pahlavs,
the issues of their ethnic origin, social nature, their number and the relations with the
royal power are still poorly studying in historical science. We hope that this article will
bring its contribution in studying the history of the Parthian pahlavs.

Keywords: Arsacids, Parthia, Hyrcania, Dahae, Parni, Xanthii, Pissuri, Pahlav,
Suren, Karen, synedrion, Strabo

1. The setting of the issue

According to the point of view accepted in the historical science the
emergence of the Parthian pahlavs' occured parallelly with the conquest of
Hyrcania and Parthia by the tribe of Parni (Aparni) and was strongly
influenced by this fact. After defeating Andragoras, the Seleucid ruler of
Parthia, and the war with varying success against the Seleucid king Seleucus I
Callinicus, Arsaces, the tribal leader of the Parni, usurped the power of the

* The article was submitted on May 13, 2021: The article was reviewed on May 18, 2021.

! For the Parthian (Dahae) high aristocracy we prefer to use the epithet pahlav applied by the
medieval Armenian authors. It is the alternated form of the middle Persian word “parthian”
«Parthava - ParBava» and changing its meaning, the best reflects the privileged position of the
narrow elite of the Iranian aristocracy in the period of the Arsacids.
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king in accordance with the scheme of “the right of spear conquest” well-
known from the political history of the ancient world, and the elders of the
Scythian community of the Parni occupied the social position of the Parthian
high aristocracy?. All scholars more or less agree on this sequence of the
events®.

In historical science, the Parthian Pahlavs were usually characterized by
the epithets "Parthian nobles", "wealthy houses", "great clans", "great
houses". Learning about the ethnic origin and social circle of Parthian state's
high aristocracy constitutes a major problem for scholars. This is caused by
the lack in sources of clear and precise information on Parthian society. The
Greek and Latin authors writing about the state governed by the Arsacid
dynasty were above all interested in politics: the conflicts with the Seleucids or
with Rome; they paid attention to internal affairs only when these had an
impact on the course of these conflicts. Most of these references are too
general and circumstantial to base a credible reconstruction of the picture of
the Parthian society on them®. Of course, they mostly focus on the aristocracy,
and as a result the sources available on this group are suyciently - numerous
that we can determine its political status, ideological positions, political role in
the Parthian state and the nature of its relations with the rulers.

Studies of the Parthian aristocracy are few. The first scholar to had
thoroughly discussed this social group was J. Wolski®. In terms of studying the
issue, the works of Ed. Dabrowa®, S. Hauser’ are also of great importance.
Many questions have already received their answers. In this article we will try
to answer questions about the ethnic origin and social circle of the highest

2 Wolski 1967, 1981, 1989, 1993; Wiesehofer 2001: 139; Dabrowa 2013: 54. This view was
criticized by S. Hauser (Hauser 2005: 168-185; Hauser 2006: 295-319).

3 For the period and circumstances of the emergence of the Arsacid state and issues of their
elucidation in the ancient bibliography see Assar 2004: 69-93; Assar 2005: 29-63; Gaslain
2005a: 221-224; Gaslain 2005b: 9-30; Gaslain 2009: 27-39; Dabrowa 2008: 25-31;
Strootman 2018: 129-150; Overtoom 2020: 27-93.

“ Dabrowa 2013: 53.

% Wolski 1967, 1981, 1989, 1993.

6 Dabrowa 2013: 53-62.

7 Hauser 2005: 168-185; Hauser 2006: 295-319.
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aristocracy of the Parthian state, and will address the quantitative composition
of the Parthian pahlavs elsewhere.

2. The Genealogy of the Parthian Pahlavs

The creation of their own state in Parthia and Hyrcania and the transition
from the nomadic lifestyle to sedentary one radically transformed the social
structure and political system of the Dahae tribal confederation. They
successfully resembled the best elements of the Persian and Hellenistic
administration and were able to resist the hostile environment. However, in
the first period the rule of Arsacids was predominantly based on the support
of Dahae, therefore the influence of the prior relations of the Dahae tribal
society on the formation of the new political realities must have been
significant. Strabo, testifying that the Dahae confederation consisted of three
tribes, the Parni (Aparni), Xanthii and Pissuri®, states that the Parni tribe led
by Arsaces, initiated the rebellious movement against the Macedonian rule.
However, it does not follow from this that the Parni had a dominant or leading
position in the Dahae confederation and the leadership of Arsaces equally or
partially spread on the Xanthii and Pissuri. Just the opposite, it follows from
the fact of the large area of distribution of the Dahae tribes in the Trans-Aral
steppes and the habitation® with the Saca-Scythian tribes that the Dahae
confederation was founded on egalitarian principle. The initiation of the Parni
to conquer Hyrcania and Parthia could have hardly changed it, as the Parni
themselves were not capable of completing the conquest and resisting the
hostile treatment of the neighbouring countries without assistance from the
Pissuri and Xantii. On the other hand, for the Pissuri and Xantii participation
in the conquest of Parthia became a mighty leverage for maintaining the old
tribal equality in the new conditions. From this viewpoint the opinion of J.
Wiesehdfer that the social elite of Arsacid state originated exceptionally from

8 Strabo 1988: XI, 8. 2. «...kal T@v Aadv ot p&v mpooayopevovtal Amapvol oi d& =aveioy,
ot 3¢ Micooupo».

9 Strabo 1988: XI, 9. 2. About the original habitat of the Dahae see Pyankov 1979: 195, n. 4.;
Balakhvantsev 2018: 80-106.
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the Parni tribe, seems unacceptable’®. It would be more reasonable to think
that in the conditions of parity of the three tribes in the Dahae tribal
confederation, the initiation of the struggle against the Macedonian rule
elevated Arsaces from an ordinary tribal chief into the hegemon of the Dahae
chief tribes (primus inter pares) but without giving real power over two
fraternal tribal chiefs, and the latters formed Arsaces’ entourage.

The rather slow process of the establishment of the royal authority during
the reign of Arsaces | (c. 247-211 BC) must be explained by the inertia of the
old tribal lifestyle". This is apparent not only from the slow and cautious
change of Arsaces I's insignia and titles”, but also from the saga in M.
Khorenatsi's "History of Armenia™? about the origins of the Parthian pahlavs,
which is a distant echo of the resistance of the Dahae tribal council on the rise
of the Arsacids.

In the first half of 230s BC while making his second attempt to gain a
foothold in the territory of Parthia, Arsaces | had to resist the anti-Dahae
alliance of Seleucus Il (c. 246-225 BC) and Diodotus | (c. 255-235 BC) which
was possible only in the case of concentration of military potential and finding
recognition in the role of all-union military leader. It is natural that this could
have been at the expense of the rights of the tribal councils of the Xantii and
Pissuri. As it is seen from the taking the title of «Karen» "Krny"* by Arsaces I,
motivated by the need to gain a foothold in the newly conquered territory, the
Dahae elders agreed to this partial concession™. It is noteworthy that even
after his establishment in Parthia and the official coronation in Asaak®,
Arsaces | assumed not the title of "king" (Baotevg) of the Hellenistic
monarchs, but the title of "autocrat" (avtokpatop), still emphasizing the

10 Wiesehofer 2001: 139.

1" Sellwood 1980: Type 1-4. For the numismatic iconography and the changes of titles of Arsac |
see Assar 2005: 29-35; Melikyan 2012: 33-69: Koshelenko, Gaibov 2013: 327-347.

12 Melikyan 2012: 69-70:

13 Movses Khorenatsi 1981: II, 28.

14 Sellwood 1980: Type 3.

15 Melikyan 2012: 62-64:

16 Isidoros 2013: 11.
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military and heavy-handed nature of his rule”. Although this fact was
interpreted in various ways'®, we believe that Arsaces I's abdication of the royal
title was conditioned not by relinquishing monarchic ambitions, but by the
resistance of the Dahae elders. It is possible that by allegedly resigning from
the monarchy Arsaces | paid a tribute to the old tribal traditions of the Dahae
and the self-esteem of the Dahae elders'® or provided an opportunity to the
Dahae elders to live under the illusion of the old tribal (chieftaincy) equality.

In a brief narrative of Arsaces I's state-building, Justinus does not mention
his social transformations. The author only mentions that "Arsaces not only
reached royal power, but also organized his kingdom ..."*. However, the
author's phrase "organized his kingdom" itself implies social initiatives, too,
first of all, the definition of the place and role of the Dahae society and its
nobility in the newly established state and its legal relationship with the royal
authority. The fact that Arsaces | adopted the titles of the Hellenistic courts
shows that palatial ranks of hierarchy were introduced in the earliest period of
the Arsacid state?'.

Unfortunately, there are no official sources that reflect the hierarchical
system of the early Arsacid period, like the ones about the early Sassanid
period. For this reason, the questions concerning the hierarchical system of
the Arsacids and the place of the pahlavs within it were often treated based on
the assumption that the Sassanids inherited the four tier hierarchy ranking of
the nobility from the Arsacids and therefore the pattern of the period of the
early Sassanids (subject kings (Sahrdaran) members of the royal house
(waspuhragan), representatives of authoritative clans (wuzurgan) official
(azadan) class) objectively reflects the administrative-political image existed
during the late Arsacid period®. This opinion is yet to be supported by

17 See Bikerman 1985: 12; Olbrycht 2011: 230, footn. 4.

18 Masson, Romodin 1964: 102-103; Koshelenko 1968: 65; Koshelenko 1971: 212; Strootman
2018: 129-150.

19 Melikyan 2012: 63-64:

20 Justinus 1886: XLI, 5.5.

2! Wiesehofer 2001: 139.

2 Frye 1983: 316; Lukonin 1987: 120; Khurshudyan 2015: 7-20.
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evidence?. However, even though we accept it with substantial reservations, it
must be noted that his methodology does not allow to specify nor the initial
social position of the Parthian pahlavs, neither their number. One can not
ignore the circumstance that in the c. 500 year between the second half of the
[l century BC and the first quarter of the Ill century AD external and internal
transformations of the Arsacids (evolving from a regional local state into an
empire, long-lasting wars with the neighbours, permanent fights for the
throne, federalism of the state, etc.) would have influenced the radical
changes in that hierarchical system, as well. Therefore, the hierarchical
systems, the number of the Parthian pahlavs included in it and the social-
political position that existed in the first and last period of the Arsacid rule
could not have been identical. Nevertheless, the investigation of Shapur I's
trilingual inscription of Kaaba-i Zardusht (SKZ)** allows us to suppose that the
hierarchical systems of the early Arhsacids and the early Sassanids had
principal commonalities. In SKZ the court lists of Papak, Ardashir | (224-241)
and Shapur | (241-272) are compiled on the principle of honoral relations®.
That is, the place of a courtier was determined by his nobility and then by its
office’®. From this one can conclude that the early Parthian royal hierarchy
was created on a similar principle. In the early period of the Arsacid state,
when the monarchy was still in its infancy, the king was regarded as the "first
among equals" by the inertia of the old tribal coexistence, the Dahae elders
must have fixed their positions and become recognizable not only in war, but
also in peace”. Unfortunately, except the mythical saga by M. Khorenatsi,
there is no other information about this process. Similarly, it is unknown what
Iranian term defined the social position of the Parthian pahlavs. K. Toumanoff,
A. Mousheghyan and others attributing an Arsacid ancestry to the Parthian
pahlavs, assume that in the Parthian royal hierarchy they were the social

23 Wiesehofer 2001: 139.

24 Sprengling 1953; Honigmann, Maricq 1953.
% Daryaee 2007: 65-72.

2 Khursudyan 1992: 69-74.

¥ Wiesehéfer 2001: 139.
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stratum of «waspuhragan»*®. Moreover, from the sociological and legal point
of view comparing “seven great houses of the vaspuhran” with the
«Caucasian lesser, non-dynastic, nobility» Toumanoff significantly
maintained that the “political and social importance of . . . [these Parthian
families] was commensurable with that of the greatest of the Caucasian
[dynastic] Princes’”. However, as we will see below, the hypothesis of the
Arsacid origin of the pahlavs is the result of source study misconception. In
fact, their position in the Parthian society should have been equivalent to the
social class described as "wuzurgan" ("nobleman") in the Sassanid lithographs
with the difference that in the Sassanid court "wuzurgan" was the third, and in
the Arsacid state, as it had not yet evolved into an empire and become federal,
it should have formed the sub-peak of the social hierarchy.

3. The social-political nature of the Parthian pahlavs

The written sources solidarily confirm the tribal origins of the Parthian
high aristocracy. Thus, there is much evidence of the Parthian nobility in the
writings of Tacitus, Plutarch, and Dion Cassius. However, these Roman
authors mention only the representatives of the two clans, Suren and Karen,
not by a person (nomen), but by a lineage name (cognomen)*®. This distinction
speaks for itself about the special position of the Suren and Karen clans in the
Arsacid state.

Seneca calls the elite of the Parthian tribal elders "megistanes" (Greek
peylotaveg), describing them as the heads of the noblest clans®. Suetonius
describes the closest circle of the Arsacid kings with the same epithet®.
Justinus (Pompeius Trogus) calls the high aristocracy of the Arsacid state

28 Toumanoff 1963: 262; Frye 1983: 316; Moushegyan 2007: 246-299:

2 Toumanoff 1963: 262.

30 Tacitus 1886: VI, VI. 42; XIlI, 12-13; Plutarch 1932: Crassus 21; 23; 24; 28-33; Dio Cass.
1955: XLVIII, 16.1; XLVII, 20.4; XLVII, 21.1; XLVII, 26.1-3;

31 Seneca 1996: 140-147.

32 Suetonius 1914: IV. 5: Josephus 1937: XI, 3.2.
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standing close to the king "rank of councillors" (ordo probulorum)®. In
Agatangetos's "Armenian History", Karen and Anak, representatives of the
high Parthian aristocracy, are characterized by the expressions "a chief
patriarch of the Parthian state™* and "high-ranking official, ancestor-
strategus"®, which makes apparent their patriarchal (tribal) nature. For M.
Khorenatsi, too, the notion pahlav means socio-political status and concerns a
narrow group of esteemed “Parthian lords" standing higher from other rulers
and subject kings®*. M. Khorenatsi repeatedly uses the phrase "Parthian and
Pahlavik nations'®, which also has an element of social differentiation, such
as existing in the contrast between "senior minister" and "junior minister" used
in the Armenian reality. The author describes the social position of the
pahlaviks as “most honourable”, which is identical to the title of Tywrara
used by Greek authors®®. One can conclude from it that M. Khorenatsi’s use
of the term pahlav (in Tabari’s History pahlavs are called “fahlav”3?) within its
social meaning is close if not equal to the Herodotus’s term “first Persians"*
about the earliest Achaemenid period and Xenophon’s term “honourable
Armenians’* about Yervandian (Haikazian) Armenia. Both cases concern the
narrow circle of the social elite standing after the king, which had a sub-
ethnic, tribal origin. Therefore, we can state with more or less confidence that
the term pahlav/fahlav used in the sources had an eponym meaning in
intersocietal scales.

33 Justinus 1886: XLI, 2. 2. «Closest to the kings in rank are the councillors [ordo probulorum],
and from among them they choose their commanders in war [duces], as well as their leading
politicians in peace [rectores]»:

34 Agatangetos 1983: 25

35 Chunakova 1980: 204.

3 Qlshausen 1877: 18-19.

37 Movses Khorenatsi 1981: II, 71: I, 72.

38 Probably Tabari’s use of the term “bihkanid” about the pahlavs must have the same meaning.
(Tabary 1987: 77):

39 Tabary 1987: 77 (683).

40 Herodotus 1914: 111.68-70; 1. 77: Briant 2002: 28-29.

41 Xenophon 1998: 1II, 1:
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The honorary title of «relatives» (ouyyevoi)* given by Strabo is more
telling for the revelation of the social nature of the members of the upper
strata of the Arsacid hierarchy.

Literal perception of the phrase “relatives (of the king)”, as well as
honouring each other with the word "brother"* in the context of palatial code
of conduct and in the official correspondence leaned some medieval authors
and even many modern scholars to the opinion that the Parthian pahlavs were
of Arsacid origin*%. But in reality it was a widespread title in the Achaemenid
and Hellenistic courts bestowed to the persons very close to him and brought
up together®. Narrowing the social circle of the “relatives” it comes down to a
close circle of the aristocracy “equal in origin”. In the Arsacid state it could be
identical only to the class of the tribal elders of the Dahae.

In the Seleucid court the title of “relative (of the king)” had a personal
nature*®, while Plutarch's mention* of the "clannish" right of the patriarchs of
the Suren clan to crown the Parthian kings shows that the honourary position
of the pahlavs in the court of the Arsacids was hereditary. Unfortunately, the
Classical sources are silent on the similar "clannish" rights of the other
Parthian pahlavs. One can assume that having such functions they were
practically deprived of the opportunity to interfere in the state life by right and
became involved in the military and administrative affairs only by the order of

42 Strabo 1988: XI, 9. 3.

43 Bikerman 1985: 43, no. 135.

4 See Buzand P‘avstos 1987: 4, 33; Khorenatsi Movses 1981: |, 28: Warner, Warner 2013:
185.

A. Musegyan believes that the pahlavs were of Arsacid origin and tries to represent them as the
social class of “waspuhragan.” The author draws parallels with the similar phenomenon
witnessed in the Armenian court from the point of view of Khorenatsi's story about distirbuting
domains to the “Pahlaviks.” (Musegyan 2007: 246-255, 291-299):

45 Xenophon 1914: |, VI. 1; I, VI. 10; Josephus 1937: XI, 3. 2; Bikerman 1985: 4-43;
Strootman 2013: 38-53.

46 Bikerman 1985: 41-42.

47 Plutarch 1932: Crassus. 21. Moreover, he enjoyed the ancient and hereditary privilege of
being first to set the crown upon the head of the Parthian king", Tacitus 1886: VI, VI. 42;
Lukonin 1983: 704.
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the king*®. It was in the interest of the Arsacids to strengthen the royal power
at the expense of the elders, although the fact is that with this method the
Arsacids were not able to undermine the public authority of the pahlavs based
on the "right of origin". With the territorial expansion of the Parthian state the
Parthian pahlavs accumulated great economic power, partly due to war spoils
and in part to their participation in international trade. Thanks to the
patriarchal power and large material resources, they had spacious domains, a
vast subordinate population, and a large number of private troops*.
According to Strabo, in Arsacid court “relatives (of the king)” formed a
separate council which in fact was similar to Heredotus’s “royal council” of
“first Persians”. It is known that the “royal court” of the Achaemenids did not
have institutional existence based on special and inviolable rules issued by the
king. Its sessions and discussions were exceptionally dependent on the will of
the king, and the membership in the council was not imposed on the king, but
the latter choosed its advisers from the aristocracy®®. In the case of the

|”

Arsacid “royal council” the relations seem to be different. Strabo referring
Posidonius, reports: « Council of the Parthians, ... consists of two groups, one
that of kinsmen, and the other that of wise men and Magi, from both of which
groups the kings were appointed»'. This makes apparent that in the Arsacid
state life the position of “relatives (of the king)” was incomparably stable and

I”

their “council” albeit adjacent to the king, was institutional. Otherwise, Strabo
referring to philosopher, geographer and historian Posidonius of Apameia
(around 135-51 BC) would not have spoken about the “council of the relatives"
as a fact existing in his times. Probably, the longevity of the “constitutional”
rights of the Parthian "synedrion” (Zuvédpiov), the tribal representative body
of the Dahae, was due, on the one hand, to the viability of the old tribal

patriarchal traditions in the Dahae society and on the other hand, to the

48 Justinus 1886: XLI, 2. 2.

49 Farrokh 2007: 157; Dabrowa 2013: 55-56.

50 Briant 2002: 128-129.

5 Strabo 1988: XI, 9. 3; «... &1t tav NapBuaiwv cuvédpiov enotv etvat Mooedwviog dITToHY, TO
UEV CUYYEVRY, TO 3 COPGY Kal paywy, € &v ap@otv toug Pacietc kabiotacBau.
Josephus 1965: XVIII, 44.
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intention of the Arsacids to acquire political support of the highborn elders in
the newly established state. In any case, the preservation of the right of the
Parthian "synedrion" to elect (kaBiotaaBau) the king was not the result of the
Arsacid tradition, but the inability to overcome the order of the old tribal past.
From the abovementioned report of Strabo follows that, like in other societies
transited from tribal lifestyle to early state societies, in the Dahae society, the
council of elders, as the highest representative body of the people, was the
supreme bearer of the state authority. Apparently, the Dahae elders clung to
that right. Moreover, the right of the elders to elect a king automatically
makes clear the reverse right to dethrone an already elected king>. Based on
numerous source and numismatic facts, G. Koshelenko, G. Assar and others
conclude that the first victim of the above-mentioned right of the Dahae elders
was Arsaces I's son and successor, Arsaces |I°3. Justinus, speaking of the brutal
rule of Mithridates Ill (57-54 BC), testifies that he "... was expelled from the
country by the council of the Parthian elders (Senatus Parthorum) for his
cruelty™. There is plenty of evidence in the sources about the king-making
and anti-royal activity of the Parthian elders. However, we believe that the
above-mentioned examples are enough to come to an unequivocal conclusion:
if the Parthian synedrion continued to be the supreme bearer of the state
authority in the period of incomparably high level of maturity of the Arsacid
state, then its role should have been greater in the earliest period of the
formation of the state®™. In fact, it would be right to consider the political
decision on "willingly accepting the kingdom of Ardashir, son of Sasan"
instead of the Arsacids, made by the Parthian Pahlavs at the beginning of
220s, within the bounds of the above-mentioned competencies of the Parthian
synedrion, which became the reason for the fall of the c. 500 year old state of
the Arsacids.

52 See. Dabrowa 2010: 125.

53 Koshelenko 1976: 33-34. Assar 2004: 81.

54 Justinus 1886: LXII, IV. 1, «Mithrdates rex Parthorum... propter crudelitate a senatu Parthico
regni pellitur...»: see. Tacitus 1886: II, 2.1.

55 Melikyan 2012: 69:
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Uppnip Utihpjwt

Pwwh pwnbp® Uppwlniihtip, Mwppliuypwt, dplwh, nwhbp, wwpbbp, puwb-
lehttin, whgnipun, Mwhywy, Unipbt, Ywpbt, uptinphnt, Uipppwpnt:

U.p.w. lll n. Gpypnpn Yeuhu Ypywuph nt Mwpplunwuh nwpwdpnid
ubthwlwu whbwnngjwu unbinddwu W pnsynpulwu Yugnypwdlihg uunw-
ytignipjwu wugubiint hwuqwdwuputipp wpdwwnwlwtu thnthnfunyeniuutp
wnwowgnpht nwhwwu hwuwpwyniypjwu wywunwlwu unghw-pwnwpw-
Ywu hwpwpbpnyeniuubph dbe: Mbwnigjwt unbinddwlu uwfuwdbnunnn
wwnutiph (wwwnubiph) wnwgunpn. Uppwlu Ep, nph ginuwbunwlwu
wnhdu £ jnipwgplig wppwjwywu hotuwunigyniup: Uwlwju nwhtpph dphnt-
Pjwu Jinw bpynt gbinbpp' puwughubpu nu whunipubpp, unphpy wn
ghpdpupwghtu hptug dwutwygniejwt, Unpwhwunwwn whnnyejwu dby
Ywpnnugwu wwhwwub hptug wjwunwlwu hpwywhwywuwnpniejniup:
Upwug gbnwuwbtwwywu wnhdtpp  Uppwyniupubph  udphpwwbunwlwu
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hwdwYwpgnud Ywqgitight hwwnny, pun Enygjwu, ubpthwy unghwjwlwu
otipwn, nph ubplwjwgnighsubipht nwuwywu hntbw-hnndGwlwu wnpjnip-
ubipp hwunlwuob) Gu «megistanes» (hntu. peyiotaveg), «ordo probulorumy,
huy hwj b wpwp hbnpuwyubpp' «wywhwy» (Wwppl) L «pwhjwy» Jwy-
nhpubpny: Mwpplwywu hwuwpwynypjwu dby wwhjwyubiph unghw-
(wywu fuwyp vbpluwjwgnighsutipp Ynsyb) Gu «wppwih wgquywuubp»: Wu
ny G ninnwyh wgquygwlwunyenit tp Gupwnpnud, w) wpbdtujwu L
htjGupunwlwu wppniuppubpnd Lwpwdywd wwunjwwmhwnnnu kp, npp
wnpynd Ep wppwiht wnwuduwwbu dnin wuquws, upw htn nwuwnhw-
pwywsé wudwug: Udbtuwju hwjwuwlwunigjuwdp ULLyjwuubiphg jnipwg-
wd wju wnhwinnnuh unghwiwlwu hdwuwinh punniunwp, hupuht, tbnwuguntd
E «wqgulwuubph» unghwjwywu opowtwyp U hwugnd £ wquulyw-
unipjwl «Sdwqdwdp hwywuwp»-ubiph dh thwy fudph, npp Uppwyniuhutiph
whbwnnypywu dbe Ywpnn tp Unyuwlwu |pubp dhwju nwhbph gbinwhu
wywguwunt fuwyhu:

Upowyniuphtubph wbunwlwu hwdwlwpgnd wywhjwyubph unghwjw-
Ywu gbpunp Yuqub) b wnwushu wbwnwlwu hwunwwnnyena' funphnipn:
Cuwnn Gpunyphtu, wju vdwu b bnbp UpbdGUjwu nwpwopowuh «wnwoht
wwpuhlubiph» «wppwjwywu funphpnhu», pwjg niubgh)] £ wuhwdbdwn
Yujniu  pwnwpwlwu Yshn W huunhwnighnuw punye: Muwpplwlwu
wwhjwyubiphg pwnwgwé «wqqulwbbinh funphnipnp» hp wnwudhu
gnjnieintuphg quiwn, «dngbiph U hdwuwniuubiph» funphpnh hbin dinbp £
wwpprUwlwu pwpdpwgnyu ubpyuwjwgnigswlwu dwpdup' «Nwpplwlwu
ubbwuwnp» dbg, npp, nwuwbind wnpniputiph yywynieyniuutiphg, tinkp L
dhusle tipg duwgb) £ Mwpplwlwu wbnniypjwu pwpdpwagnyu Ypnnp: 64
ptwbtiun Mwpplwywu wbunnyewl gnnejuu nne pupwgpnd wwhjwy-
ubipp tippuk sypdwpybghtu Uppwyniuhubiph wppwjwwnnhdh guwhwywjwywu
hpwynwuputipp, wjunwwdtuwiupy, 2unphpy wwppUwywu wppniuhpnd L
hwuwpwynigjwu dby niubgwd pwndp hbnhuwyniejwu, upwup h gnpnt
Gnwtu wwhwwub] phpbug wagnbgnieintup  Uppwyniupubph  ubpphu nu
wnnwpht pwnwpwywuntpjwu ypw:
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GENERATIONS OF WARFARE AND THE FUTURE
OF THE HYBRID WARS®

Artsrun Hovhannisyan

Abstract

The article is about the generations of war and expounds on Hybrid wars. Its
connection to the model of generational divisions is detailed. Today, as well, with the
Cold War is over, the hyperactivity of the US in the military-political arena has
brought forth a similar storm. The American war machine is in a victory march. At
the same time a variety of ideas and theories of war are brought forth and being
discussed. There are differing views on how generations of war should be classified. In
my opinion, the main spheres of human development, such as that of commerce,
economics, politics, science, education and culture, are the main determining factors.
Taking into consideration the various factors, wars have been divided into the
following six generations. Fifth generation warfare's necessity became apparent
during fourth generation wars. The main elements in question were automated
control systems and precision-guided armament. Along with new political, economic
and social developments, these ensured new victories. Again, in this generation,
armies chose to avoid operations that required large scale mobilization, and instead
tried promptly sending small groups into battle, avoiding large-scale preparatio. The
issues in the fields of war, as well as the issue of waves of communication, reached
their peak. This generation, once and for all, confirmed the importance of force
accumulation on any platform, anywhere in the world. Fifth generation wars brought
armies to a point where they retired from classical combined arms warfare; Electro-
Fire Battle is more commonly applied. Trenches and engineered structures are nearly
extinct. This was yet another example of believing in the superiority of quality over
quantity. The effects of information became a decisive factor. These were the wars of
the digital media industry.

Keywords: Generation, warfare, electro-fire Battle, digital media industry, precision-
guided armament, air force, attack, defence, USA, control systems

* The article was submitted on May 10, 2021: The article was reviewed on May 20, 2021.
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After major geopolitical changes and shocks, new forces always emerge,
or one of the old superpowers gains more power and starts a new phase of
active military-political work with new attacks. This in turn results in a period
of large-scale practical and theoretical review and evaluation of the principles
and regulations in the field, which in turn brings forth new proposals. There
was a similar period after the French Revolution and the Napoleonic era with
Carl von Clausewitz and the general rise of thought in German military
science. The periods after the two World Wars were similar, and they resulted
in an abundant flow of new military theories by Fuller, Foch, Guderian,
Tuchachevski, Hart and others.

Today as well, with the Cold War being over, the hyper-activity of the US
in the military-political arena has brought forth a similar storm. The American
war machine is in a victory march. At the same time a variety of ideas and
theories of war are brought forth and being discussed. It is hard not to see the
high ambition, stretched projections, and unbelievable developments of wars
as discussed in the works of Clark, Luttwak, Toffler, Cebrowski, or Krefeld.

m"won

Today, "irregular wars," "hybrid wars," "information wars,

nn

cyber wars" or
"bloodless wars" are terms that are in fashion. However, as always, these
suggestions and predictions become more modest and moderate over time.
Those maximalist predictions will return to reality, bringing with them
interesting, important, yet moderate innovations and solutions.

Wars go through a cycle where an era of wars of exhaustion is followed
by an era of lightning wars and vice versa. Meanwhile, armies with the
classically large, exhausting model are being faced with irregular armies or
armed groups that are often winning battles against them. This is the result of
the military idea of permanent struggle. Sun Tzu, however, says that dragged
out wars are not favorable. They exhaust the soldiers and the nation. This idea
has been well examined by staffs, who usually give preference to short-war
planning.

Army structure, tactic, readiness, numerous security factors, etc. are
subject to the following two models: Firstly, small-scale forces executing fast-
paced operations, and secondly, slow-paced operations conducted by large

103



PULPEN » UNEUELUShSNR@BUL hLUShSNRSHh « LUSNM | (XXXIV), KUUUN 1

forces. In other words, we have blitzkriegs or wars of exhaustion. Their
proportion is a separate topic of discussion. Often, small armies with high-
readiness attack and defeat armies that operate with large numbers'.

Authoring main innovations in military science, victorious are the armies
that accomplish short-term operations. The point is that such armies, which
give great value to high readiness, knowledge in the field, and constant
creative thinking, are innovating.

In the initial phase of a battle or war, better prepared, skilled armies are
more successful. However, in the following stages, armies that are ill-
prepared, yet with more resources, might gain prevalence. By their nature, all
leadership plans initially suggest complete defeat of the adversary with rapid,
victorious operations, but a number of political and military factors make
those operations prolonged.

There are differing views on how generations of war should be classified.
In my opinion, the main spheres of human development, such as that of
commerce, economics, politics, science, education and culture, are the main
determining factors. Taking into consideration the various factors, wars have
been divided into the following six generations:

First generation wars were those of the Ancient World and Medieval
times, before the introduction of firearms, namely the era of cold weapons -
bows and arrows. The wars of this generation are from the period up to, and
during feudalism. Of course, these wars are further divided into sub periods
which take into account, for example, the emergence of a new army division
or the application of new methods?.

Second generation warfare is determined by the introduction of
firearms, which completely changed the range and scale of destruction.

" Mockaitis 1990: 10-29; Galula 1964: 8-39.

2 This, as well as the other changes, are considered separate generations of war by some
analysts. However, | do not share this opinion because these solutions didn’t bring forth such
significant changes in military art as later did the gunpowder, internal combustion engine, jet
engine, nuclear energy or digital technologies. Of course, there were some revolutionary
solutions for various problems, but they simply did not result in major systematic changes.
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Certainly, these wars developed over long periods of time, and they are such
that they can be divided into sub-classifications, yet those are merely parts to
the whole. For example, the multi-shot rifling guns that appeared at the end of
the 1800s, compared with the first ever firearms, gave completely different
possibilities to the military. At the turn of the 20" century, the improvement
of firearms had a significant impact on the arts of combat, yet we maintain
that this was merely the further development of second-generation wars.

Both of the above two generations of war lasted multiple centuries.
Accordingly, their respective sub-periods were also long and often spanned
over many decades. In the case of both generations, the primary attack on the
battlefield was delivered by live force. Operational art was just being born,
and wars were fundamentally wars of exhaustion using linear tactics. Finally,
these two generations were also directly linked to the agricultural economy of
the time.

Third generation warfare was that of the locomotive, internal
combustion engine, automatic firearm, and coordinated artillery. It was an era
of mechanical development. With regard to their volume, these wars were on
a completely different level. These were world wars. The concept of rear
disappeared. The volume and speed of maneuvers were unprecedented.
Death tolls reached millions. In the Combined-arms warfare was clearly
formed in military art. The theater of war expanded, and communication lines
were pulled across nearly the planet. These are the wars of the industrial era.
In other words, the political developments were inspiring the nature of new
wars. From a purely military point of view, this is the era of Napoleonic and
German military schools, the latter having developed under the influence of
the former.

At the end of each warfare generation, core characteristics and resources
of the next generation come forth. The features of third generation warfare
reached their peak during World War II, but we continue to see their
manifestations to this day. Third generation wars stood out with informational

105



PULPEN » UNEUELUShSNR@BUL hLUShSNRSHh « LUSNM | (XXXIV), KUUUN 1

and advocacy factors coming to light®. It moved on from the distribution of
leaflets to the use of radio and television®.

Fourth generation warfare's primary features had already emerged at
the end of WWIL. It was an era of new technological solutions, era of invention
of new physical phenomena, such as nuclear energy (both as a weapon and
reactor) and the jet engine were. Local management systems emerged. It was
these factors, as well as the strong ideological and new political-military
alliances that established the general guidelines for fourth generation warfare,
that is, small-scale, fast-paced wars® where armored forces and vast artillery
of the previous generation gradually lost their prominence (yet engineered
structures continued to grow in importance). With respect to the
informational factor, this was the era of television. In fact, the American army
was defeated in Vietnam because of it, and also because the military mind,
overly engrossed in nuclear weapons, didn't properly make enough room for
the informational element in their plan®.

Fifth generation warfare's necessity became apparent during fourth
generation wars. The main elements in question were automated control
systems and precision-guided armament. Along with new political, economic

3 After printing/publishing, wide usage of the radio brought the first large-scale informational
operations, which were during WWI. Informational preparations were clearly established prior
to any military operation.

4 Napoleon's publications, musical and theatrical propaganda yielded to Goebbels’ radio and
films with nearly live stream on American television. In the next generation of warfare, this led
to the defeat of the US in Vietnam, which was the first victory of the informational factor over
other combat factors.

5 In general, the speed of operations increased from generation to generation, because that is
what overcoming the rules for that warfare demanded, and technical means were being
invented for this reason.

6 After conducting a study of the Vietnam War, American theorists discovered an interesting
fact. During WWI the ability to transfer data was 30 words per minute while 4,000 soldiers
covered 10 km? of defense zone. During WWII, information flow doubled while human density
slightly decreased. During the Arab-Israeli War (1960s), data exchange was 50,000 words per
minute while the defense density in the same area was 150 soldiers. Finally, in 1991, it was
possible to transfer 192,000 words per minute while the manpower density was 23.4. Thus,
there is a correlation where the higher the capacity of information exchange, the less manpower
is needed for solving the problem.

106



BULLETIN « OF THE INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES « VOLUME | (XXXIV), ISSUE 1

and social developments, these ensured new victories. Again, in this
generation, armies chose to avoid operations that required large scale
mobilization, and instead tried promptly sending small groups into battle,
avoiding large-scale preparations’. The issues of the fields of war, as well as
the issue of waves of communication, reached their peak. This generation,
once and for all, confirmed the importance of force accumulation on any
platform, anywhere in the world®. Fifth generation wars brought armies to a
point where they retired from classical combined arms warfare; Electro-Fire
Battle is more commonly applied. Trenches and engineered structures are
nearly extinct. This was yet another example of believing in the superiority of
quality over quantity. The effects of information became a decisive factor.
These were the wars of the digital media industry. This was the era when data
was exchanged via computers. In this era, we saw more instances of irregular
combat operations, which were to become more frequently applied in the
following generation of warfare, where combat groups involved are small,
mobile, and well-equipped, and they run battles that are not bound by
management of hierarchical structures. That is the hybrid war. And without a
doubt, this era belonged to the American military school.

Sixth generation warfare also brings us new key features. The political-
military features that underlie the requirements of sixth generation wars are
the following: In the 50s the British theorist Liddell Hart described and
promoted the "Indirect Approach" military strategy, which, in essence, at the
strategic level, was the same as what we described being used in US and UK

7 Of course, few have succeeded in this, and as a phenomenon in military art, it is exceptional.

8 The US, which initiated this generation, gained ultimate supremacy in air, water, land and
space. The issue of securing communication between the various war arenas is of strategic
importance. It was the Macedonian who moved the war arena to another continent, securing a
period of war that was an operational success in terms of depth. However, it was purely on land.
Prior to that, the Parthians had already gone to other continents, but they had not gone deep.
Later, Rome repeated this and also tried it by sea. Complete intercontinental communication
channels were established by the British. But it was only the US that was able to establish
complete, developed world-wide communication channels, in sync, on land, air, sea and space.
Today, the US is the only power that can conduct combat operations on all mentioned
dimensions, on any point of the globe, rapidly gathering all the necessary forces.
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geopolitics. This theory was already in use long before it was presented as it
was, but after its promotion, it became widely applied on the operational and
military levels. These are strikes that bypass the firm defensive positions of the
enemy. They are activities that are meant to distract the adversary and throw
him off balance. The West (and specifically the British and American militaries
and their military-political machines) is making more and more use of this
approach. The indirect approach will also be more applicable in new
generation wars thanks to new technical possibilities.

Many include conflicts of global politics to fall within the definition of
"War". For example, the West’s sanctions against Russia and North Korea, or
the race between US and China, would be examples of war under this
definition. Politically, it may be acceptable to speak this way, and the term
“hybrid war” is frequently used in that sense. However, by standards of
classic military science, this definition is completely wrong. Such phenomena,
at most, can be referred to as "conflicts," which may include certain combat
actions. The specialists who argue for such a broad definition of "war" bring
as an example the longstanding conflict between the West and the Soviet
Union, cleverly pointing out that the situation was referred to as the
“Cold War” even though, they assume, there was no direct fighting.
However, in my view, that is not a relevant example because during the Cold
War there were, in fact, many real combat actions and direct clashes between
the USSR and Western countries. At first, they took place in territories
of other countries, but there were clashes within Soviet territory as well. |
contend that conflicts that mainly focus on the economy, politics, or
propaganda, and not on the military, are not wars, and it is wrong to refer to
them as such. Antagonism is a category of politics, which is on the political
plane of those who order wars, and it may be longer, deeper, and undertake
multiple wars, or it may not. Yet, these days many incorrectly refer to such
situations as "hybrid wars".

The irregular operations and battles are the foundation of the Hybrid war
while the mixture of regular and irregular operations is sometimes called a
complex structure. This is true but temporary as wars become sophisticated in
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one way or another from generation to generation and they can emerge as
one after the establishment of the new generation.

These expected irregular combat actions mean the use of well-trained
forces working in small numbers. Commonly, for a generation’s wars whose
intrinsic military systems and rules are fixed for a long period of time, their
shortcomings give birth to a counterweight system. Primarily, military systems
whose armies were distinguished by quantitative characteristics (3 or 4"
generation wars) were replaced by military systems with distinguished
qualitative features (5" or 6™ generation wars). Military systems based on
the qualitative (5™ or 6" generation wars) will later be replaced by systems
based on the quantitative again (7" or 8™ generation)®.

Of course, this does not entail that all new generation wars will be fought
based on quality, or that they will reject all traces of quantity. Rather, it is
about which trends will be prevalent.

Issues of New Generation Warfare

The first half of the 21 century coincides with a period of transition.
What we are witnessing is the state of transition from fifth to sixth generation
warfare, and this is called “hybrid,” “transitional,” etc. The widely used
“irregular warfare” is an inaccurate term. It was first put into circulation by
the British Colonel Charles Colwell, but with a correct explanation. In its
current use, the term is distorted'®. This was later established in American
military documentation.

9 At the end of the second generation warfare, armies had become such that they possessed
characteristics of extremely high quality. Knights, left over from the feudal system, were
individually of high quality. Each of these knights, served by dozens of people, meant these
military units were massive and sluggish. They became extinct under the pressure of the new
model of mass armies. Of course, any new generation has the feature of new technology, but
what underlies a generational shift is the difference between models.

10 Callwell 1990: 21.

" U.S. Marine Corps Combat Development Command, June 2006, Tentative Manual for
Countering  Irregular  Threats: An  Updated Approach to  Counterinsurgency
Operations (Quantico, Va., June 7, 2006), p. 1.
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The war may emphasize transitional, hybrid and irregular combat actions.
However, we should keep in mind that they need to be brief, because
prolonging them eventually makes them regular. The point is that irregular
combat actions are viewed as a retreat from classical combat operations. It is
seen as a new phenomenon of unusual, irregular fighting style, or as some
effective way for fighting against classical war machines.

This is not a contradiction of old and new wars but rather a transition
which displays parts of both old and new generations. Irregular combat
operations are a recurring phenomenon in warfare, which, however, do not
single-handedly ensure a victory. If an army is incapable of switching to
classical regular operations in situations that require it, it can not win'2. That
is, the transition from irregular to regular and vice versa must be smooth and
constant. This will mean that the army is capable of using old methods and
styles, and it has also adapted to the new, incomplete one. This is the only
way that armies can defeat such powerful enemies™.

| believe that a number of the definitions of “irregular wars” and
“irregular actions” have a short life", and that is a problem.

The definition of “hybrid war” that | propose resolves the above
problem. A hybrid war is the mixture of old and new, regular and not-
yet-regular combat actions and methods that are used on a given
occasion as a temporary solution. It is constant, yet a flexible solution
for the occasion, as it is able to change its environment and how it
manifests itself. In the near future, these displays of the old and new
generations, once refined, will unite to form a new, distinct generation
of warfare.

At the same time, however, in certain situations they can appear
separately, or somehow go astray. Currently, this merger, this refinement of

12 Gray 2007: 30-41.

3 Hoffman 2007: 7-13, 43; Biddle Stephen and Jeffrey A. Friedman "The 2006 Lebanon
Campaign and the Future of Warfare: Implications for Army and Defense Policy" Carlisle, PA:
US Army Strategic Studies Institute, September 2008) <http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/-
library/report/2008/ssi_biddle-friedman.pdf>

4 Joint Warfighting Center. Irregular Warfare Special Study. Norfolk, Washington D.C.: U.S.
Joint Forces Command, August 4, 2006, pp. 2-3.
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the irregular and its transition to the regular, has given birth to a new
scientific dispute. From this, some specialists have coined the term
“compound wars”"®. However, we believe that this is the result of not properly
understanding the time-consuming merging process and the formation of a
new generation.

Strategies of new generation warfare will be fully dependent on the global
economic system, where anything is possible to dictate through the governing
model of “soft power,” which involves convincing, providing proof, somehow
creating dependency, and so on. Superpowers execute even direct military
invasions with the blood of others.

However, operations executed with such small groups may also last long.
We noticed this towards the end of 2014 in Iraq, similar phenomena could be
observed also in Ukraine. This gave birth to the expression, “green people,”
or troops without distinctive badge. The number of people and the quantity of
military equipment exceeded tens of thousands, yet there were no clear
borders or defining trenches of sides.

Below are some important, distinctive features of combat actions
associated with irregular or so-called hybrid wars.

1. The structure and quantity of units are non-classical.

2. There is quick status change of units and their members from civilian
to military and vice versa.

3. There is no clear subjugation with regards to a hierarchical structure.

4. There are no clear systems of rear or supply.

5. There are no clear military lines or divisions during combat actions,
but rather they are more target-oriented actions, especially around
infrastructures.

6. Operations are decentralized.

7. There is a lot of mobilization.

8. There is limited bias in the use of force types. That is, an equal
number of infantries, artillery or other divisions are used.

> Williamson, Mansoor 2012: 3-7.
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9. There is flexibility to transition from classical to guerilla warfare, to
subversive actions, and back.

10. There is minimal use of classical combined-arms battle (and often its
portions are supplemented with a substitution force type), yet there is high
capability when it becomes necessary to put this play in action.

11. There is flexibility for a quick change in plans at tactical as well as
operational levels, all while clearly safeguarding strategic plans.

These are the precepts of new warfare and combat operations that differ
from predecessors and, particularly, from guerilla actions.

At this point we can see the synthesis of irregular actions and regular
classical warfare more. We may soon witness these characteristics in the
transitional wars between the fifth and sixth generation. This is what is
properly referred to as “hybrid warfare”.

For the sake of invulnerability, irregular groups often work separately,
change their names, positions, and commanders, and sometimes they may
take responsibility for the actions of another. Although these wars and combat
actions definitely have similarities with ordinary guerilla actions, they are
certainly not a complete duplicate. Scientific debates on this issue are now
held everywhere. Chinese military theorists call this warfare “unrestricted
military operations”. It is hard to say whether this expression correctly
captures this new warfare, as there have been plenty of wars in previous
generations where military operations were also unrestricted.

Similar “low-intensity” combat operations (as it is accepted to call in the
West) will later be conducted by such armies, supranational military
organizations, whose modus operandi will be characterized by the above listed
innovations. These groups may be used by governments, but being that they
are not regular armies, they will become increasingly more self-reliant and
unpredictable organizations.

Such wars may last long mainly because of inequality between the sides
and because they will be conducted in an irregular manner'®. The long and

16 Borum 2011: 35-45; Mitchell 2010:89-97.
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non-intensive conflicts will also solve strategic problems. They will be
conducted suddenly and, in several places, simultaneously, and being
components of strategic moves, they will be used by powerful economic
alliances to exhaust their rivals. These are the political, economic, social and
scientific foundations which will determine the rules of sixth generation
warfare.

The main factors of this generation are informational-psychological,
technological and nanotechnological, which defeat the enemy without
physically wounding them. In the near future, battles will likely be Net-
Platform Centric, which are managed and interconnected by network and
attacks from platforms, and even further development may lead them to be
informational-psychological wars where the main weapons may be nano-
weapons and biological-weapons. Initially such warfare can appear in the form
of cyber-attacks and operations. The early successes in this field brought forth
some exaggerated views on cyber wars; however, time has revealed that, at
best, these are just war platforms or large-scale operations, but in no way are
they yet complete wars on their own.

Any new generation of warfare, even when it fully replaces the previous
generation, will have adopted features from the previous generation. New
generations are always enriched by the old ones. Methods, mediums and ways
are often repeated in new generations. The nature of war has not changed. In
other words, when we say that the influence of machine guns, tanks and
artillery will not disappear suddenly with a newer generation, or will even
remain in that new generation, we are talking about the features of third and
fourth generation warfare. Along with the rekindling and magnification of
combat operations, there will be a certain degree of return to classical warfare
(not completely classical, but rather a synthesis). The irregular will be refined
and will become common. Hence, it can be assumed that the transition from
one generation to another is evolutionary and represents a link between the

17 We explain in further detail what Electro-Fire Battles and Net-Platform Centric Wars mean in
other work.
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old and the new rather than a borderline separating the two. It is,
consequently, based upon the innovative character of operational change and
development.

Those technical innovations have become the basis for generational
change, and in turn, wars, as huge clients, have caused the further
development of those innovations. All technical innovations which have
ensured generational change, while enabling military theorists to conduct
lightning model wars, have continually been hindered by political clients
(who are, in a sense, the “owners” of wars); and here lies the main
misconception. Carried away by the possibilities of new weapons, servicemen
and scientists believe quick victories, or that just one strike is enough.
However, it is the political considerations of the clients of war that determine
whether the war will end quickly or not (and even if sometimes it is
determined by circumstances, they are nevertheless political). To say that it
is politics that decides the model of wars, or its course, is to say that it is
the big strategy which determines the military-arts and tactical models.
Although it is true that a good military system can conduct blitzkrieg wars, it is
directly dependent on the political situation, stability, etc.

In war, the biggest mistake of commanders and leaders, which, as a rule,
have led them to defeat, has been the fact that they had prepared only for
wars like those from the past. Not all military commanders realize the nature
and requirements of new generation warfare. A commander may have
become a hero in previous wars, or conducted operations brilliantly, yet that
commander may not have any understanding of the nature of future warfare.
Even with his great talent and bravery in WWI, General Ludendorff could not
understand the nature of new warfare. By continuing to emphasize the role of
the infantry, he did not see the important role of land or mobile forces'. In
the 1930s, a significant portion of Soviet servicemen who had gone through a
civil war had the same problem.

18 Bezil 2012: 303.
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The strategy of new generation warfare will not have major changes
either. The countries or alliances with strong, self-sufficient economies,
comprised of numerous elements, will be powerful. These economies will be
dominating others, and they will also produce the apparatus of the future.
Today, America is switching from large factories with smokestacks to an
economy that produces high-tech products, and nearly none of those factories
have such smokestacks. America is a leader in the production of electronic
devices such as computers, phones, high-quality batteries, various electrical
appliances, electrical cars, 3D-printers, and the biggest, as well as the largest
number of, civilian aircraft.

In the future, the countries that will be powerful will have a stable political
system as well as a strong cultural and value system. That is, they will have
faith in their strength and believe they are special. Morale, will-power is
among the key factors and applies even at the strategic level. These are the
necessary basic conditions for being powerful. And changes, too, are
necessary, in order to correctly understand the essence of the future.

The main problem on the strategic and tactical levels of the new
generation wars, including those in the coming 6™ generation, is the rapid
development of situations and the quick change of rules, which leave no time
for situational decision-making. And new innovations are quickly outdated.
This issue of quick changes, which is, in fact, one of the most serious
problems in hybrid wars, is also the key to future victories, whose secret is not
understood by all. As the great Italian military theorist Giulio Douhet says,
“Victory smiles upon those who anticipate the changes in the character of war,
not upon those who wait to adapt themselves after the changes occur.” Those
changes are linked to globalization, interconnectedness (which results in the
formation of large blocks and alliances), dramatic growth of populations,
dramatic developments in technology, and the drastic decline of moral and
spiritual values. All of the above-mentioned points us toward the emergence of
new forces, accordingly toward competition and wars for influence over new
areas. However, this also implies changes in how the nature of war is
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manifested, at least superficially, as the so-called “civilized and bloodless”
wars.

In the Old World, those armies that were capable of conducting an
organized mobilization and maneuver of troops gained predominance. The
Macedonian did that, and maneuvered through Asia Minor and entered a new
world. Napoleon organized maneuvers of huge armies throughout Europe’s
territories. As for the British hegemony, it was the result of continental
communication established by the Navy. Today, the most powerful army in the
world enjoys that title, again thanks to the fact that for the first time in human
history it is capable of transcontinental maneuvers with the world’s largest
expeditionary army, leaving no corner on the planet out of reach.

Force concentration, formation and particularly the old rules and speed
of maneuvering, are rapidly changing. It is important to understand their
essence, and moreover, to foster these changes. To look forward, to see the
future, to build the future, means having dreams and aspirations. Human
history has repeatedly confirmed that victory belongs to those who have
dreams and chase after them.
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Unpdpnit <ndhwbithujwi

Pwuwih pwnbtp' Nuwipbpwquuwubpniinttp, wwipbpwqd,  Hayppwlpwluwht

dwpp, pyuyhti ntippnbunyeinit, qglipéognhyn hwpdwduyhti dhongbitin, onnid, hwpn-
dwlnid, wuwpypwwbnygynil, unwywnpdwl hwdwluwnpg:

Upfuwphnu Jwu wwunbipwgdwubipniunubiph pwgwunpnigjw tnwppkip
dninbigndubip, unyuu k| yGpwpbpnd £ hhpppnwipt ywwnbpwgdubphu:
Ubtiup wju hnnqwdnwd Ynhwwnlbup dbp dninbignwdubpp nwqdwghunwlwu
wju pwpn. hwpgliph aning:
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Utip Ywpdhpny wwunbipwgiwubpniunutph bW wnhwuwpwy wwunb-
pwquh hwpgnd npnohs Gu dwpnnt unghw-nunbuwywu qupgqugdwu
hhduwlwu, wnuunpwununbuwywu, pwnuwpwlwu, ghunwlwu, Yppwlwu
nt Jowynipwihu ninpunubpp, wjuhupu' punhwuny pwunwpwyppwlwu wd-
pnnontintup: Uwpunwywpwlwu hwppnyejwu dbo npnahs Gu dwpnntu fun-
gtint hhduwlwu dhongp U dwpwnwywu gnpdnnnigyniuubiph nmwpwdwywu
huwpwynpnigyniuubipp: Mwunbipwgdubph ubpniunubpp uwywsd Gu wn
wdbuh wpryntup hwunhuwgnn nbuthjwywu qupgwgdwu hbwn: Ubup,
hwdwdhwn Gup, np, Wywwnh niubuwin wmwppbp gnpdnuubp, ywwnbipwqd-
ubpp Ywpbh £ pwdwub) dh pwuh ubGpniunubph, npnup hptug hbpehu
Ywpnn Gu pwdwuyb| Gupwihnybph: <wwnwuhoubpu ni wnwuduwhwun-
Ynyeyniubpp quiny  Uwunpn ubipunhg' hwonpn ubpunnud (hndpu sbu
dapdynud, wy| (pwgynid Gu b hwuwnwwnynid:

Muwuwbpwqdh wnweohtu ubpniunu pungpynud £ dhus nnwihqdph ni
$bnnwihqip dwdwuwlwopowup ubpwnywi: Uy Yepw wuwd' wju ubpunhu
punpny & uwnp qbuph gbpwyohn Yhpwnnygyniup' hbnwdwpwnp, depdw-
dwpwh b ywonwwuwywu dhongubiph:

Gpypnpn ubpniunp nbinbu Wwjdwuwynpywsd £ ny wpryntuwpbpwywu
pwnwpwypeniejwdp, nph pwndhs nidu Ep hnnwgnpd b wuwqwwn dwpnp:

Eppnpn ubipunh wwwnbpwqdubipp wpquuppt Ehtu: Bpypwqunh wnw-
owynn hwuwpwynigjut  pnipdniwwwhwnwhunwlwu  thnyph: Upwup
hunnwwnphw| nwpwopowuh wwwnbpwqgdubpu Gu:

2nppnpn ubipunh Wwwnbpwqdubpnud wpnbu wnlw Gu ubhwlwu Yw-
unuubipp' hinpp Jwugnwpubiph, uwlwju uppupwg wwwnbpwaqdubp, npunbin
Uwfunpn ubipunh opnp yénnpny nbip niubignn dwutwynpwwbu gpwhw-
wmwulwjhu gnppbipu nu dGdwpwuwly hpGunwuht wunhbwuwpwp uyubghu
qholil hptiug nhpptipp, suwjwd hudbubpwlwu Ywnnygubiph nbipp owpni-
twybig pwnép duw: MHswlnhy b wnndwihtu gnpdnup nnipu dntight hpu
gnpdnuubipp, huy wwwnbpwaqdubph wwpwdpubpu k| hwugphtu ny dhwju
onytiph funppp, nph wnweohtu thnpdp Ywwwnpbg ntin wwwnbpwqgdubph tGp-
pnpn ubipnuunp, wyjl pwwntipwpbdh wdpnne funpneintu b inhtigtipp:
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2nppnpn. ubipunh  wwwbpwqdubpnd ] hwuntiwgwu  hhugbpnpn
ubipunh wwwbpwaqdh qunwthwpu n wuhpwdbonnieiniup: Wu ubpniunp
wnhbgbpwlwt b hwdwlwpgswihu wnbfuuninghwubiph nwpwopowuh nuwnb-
unLRjwu nL unghw|-pwnwpwywu gnpdpupwgubiph hinliwupu Ep, nph hhd-
uwlwu gnpénuubipp wyunndwwn Ywnwwpdwtu hwdwywpgbpu thu W
gbipbogphin uwywnwaghuniejnup: “Hwup pwnwpwlwl, nunbuwywu nt
unghwjwwu unp qupgugndutiph htin dhwuht wwywhnybight unp hwn-
pwuwlyubn:
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ARMENIA AND SYRIA - WHAT SHAPES THE RELATIONS'?*
Mushegh Ghahriyan, Grigor Vardanyan

Abstract

The article discusses the major tendencies of the development of Armenian-Syrian
relations during the last 30 years based on the primary sources, including the archive
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia, other official documents, and statistical
data. The research is an attempt to explain what determines the relations between the
two countries and the dynamics of these relations. It represents political, economic
and social factors determining the relationship between Armenia and Syria.

Keywords: Armenia, Syria, bilateral relations, interests, Armenian community,
politics, economy, trade, Turkey, the Syrian war.

Introduction

After declaring its independence in 1991, the Republic of Armenia
initiated the establishment of diplomatic relations with other countries. Among
various regions and countries, the newly independent state launched
diplomatic activities in the Middle East. The Syrian Arab Republic was one of
the first states to recognize the independence of Armenia and to build
relations with the latter.

In Armenian perceptions, Syria and the Syrian people have always been
portrayed as a friendly state and people, and this image is based upon
traditional ties, the presence of the Armenian community in Syria, thousands
of Armenian repatriates and the noble treatment of the Syrian people towards
the Armenians in the period of the Armenian Genocide, as their help saved
tens of thousands of lives of Armenians and gave a new shelter in the country.

! This work was supported by the RA MES Science Committee, in the frames of the research
project Ne 19YR-6F060.
* The article was submitted on June 29, 2021: The article was reviewed on July 20, 2021.
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One noteworthy fact in the Armenian-Syrian relations is the visit of the Syrian
president Hafez al-Assad to the Armenian SSR in 1980, when he paid a visit to
the Soviet Union.

The Armenian-Arab, Armenian-Syrian ties, the relationship between
Armenia and Syria, various aspects of these relations have always been in the
frame of the research interests of Armenian scholars and have predominantly
studied in light of the friendly nature of these relations. The historical factor
has a unique place in the discourse of bilateral relations. Historical realities
have played a certain role in the relations between the independent republic
of Armenia and the Arab countries and especially in the development of the
Armenian-Syrian relations. The factor of the Armenian community in Syria has
also influenced political decisions adopted in Armenia concerning bilateral
relations, such as the opening of consulates in Syrian Aleppo and Deir ez-Zor,
the continuation of the work of the Armenian diplomatic representations
during the Syrian war, etc.

The research is an attempt to represent various dimensions, political,
economic and social, determining the relations between the two countries.
The social dimension includes traditional ties, contacts between the societies
and the Armenian community in Syria. In the 1990s, the economic component
had an important place in the bilateral agenda. However, because of the
blockade imposed by Turkey and the outbreak of the war in Syria, later
hindered economic cooperation. The political aspect of relations includes the
search for mutual interests in various issues. Both countries have maintained
close relations with Russia and Iran. Besides, there have been some elements
of cooperation concerning Turkey. Two countries have cooperated in
international organizations assisting and promoting each other’s attitudes,
positions and candidates. As for Armenia, the issue of recognition of the
Armenian genocide has been essential, as well.

Setting the context

There is plenty of literature and publications addressing the historical
context of Armenian-Arab relations. It is no exaggeration to argue that the
Armenian diaspora has a certain impact on the foreign policy decision making
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process in Armenia. Syria and the Middle East as a whole are considered to be
the core of the Armenian diaspora, which keeps alive the traditions, language
and culture of the western part of their homeland. While agreeing with the
role of the presence of the Armenian factor in foreign countries, as well as the
historical narratives, in this article we skip the discussion of this phenomenon
and focus on the political and economic issues in the relations between
Armenia and Syria.

The main imperatives of the Armenian foreign policy since 1991 have
been the Nagorno Karabakh question and the international recognition of the
Armenian genocide. The Republic of Armenia allied itself with Russia and
became a member of Russia-led organizations, like the CSTO, EEU, CIS. At
the same time, Armenia declared the course of European integration and
building closer relations with key European countries and the USA. Before
1991, Syria was a close partner to the Soviet Union. Syria was in the forefront
of the pan-Arab movements, advocated the case of the Palestinians in the
Arab-Israeli conflict, and was involved in the political processes and military
conflicts in the neighboring states. Syria has been critical of US regional
policy. Since 2011, many Western and Arab countries have cut official
relations with the Assad regime and imposed sanctions on it. Armenia and
Syria have foreign policy priorities distant from each other. However, there
are other situations where the interests of these countries coincide.

The period of the establishment of relations

Chronologically, the relations between Armenia and Syria can be divided
into 3 periods: the establishment of relations, the freezing of relations and the
restart period, which also correspond to the administration of the three
Armenian presidents, although are not determined by them, as the Republic
of Armenia has always maintained a good level of relations and the Armenian
policy towards Syria has been continuous?.

2 For example, Armenia, except for a short period in the mid-2000s, was represented in Syria at
the level of Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, and the level of the Syrian
representative was sometimes reduced to the level of a caretaker.
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In 1991, immediately after the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Republic
of Armenia and the Syrian Arab Republic started to build relations and expand
ties in various fields. On December 28, 1991, Syria officially recognized the
independence of Armenia, and on March 6, 1992, the two countries signed an
agreement on establishing diplomatic relations®. In November 1992, the
embassy of Armenia was opened in Damascus, and Syria’s embassy in
Yerevan has been operating since September 1997. Parallelly with the
deepening of bilateral relations, the states signed another agreement on
opening an Armenian consulate general in Aleppo. And in 2010, the third
Armenian consulate started to operate in Deir ez-Zor*. Until 2019, Syria was
the only Arab country where Armenia had more than one diplomatic
representation®.

On 25-27 April, 1992, the first president of Armenia, Levon Ter-
Petrosyan, paid a visit to Syria. The Armenian delegation was met with a high-
class diplomatic reception. The president of Syria, Hafez al-Assad, welcomed
Ter-Petrosyan at the airport. Other senior officials, spiritual leaders of the
Armenian community and the representatives of various Armenian national
organizations were also present at the welcoming ceremony®. Later, president
Ter-Petrosyan appreciated the visit as very constructive and effective. The visit
of the Armenian president was highlighted in the official circles of Syria and
was assessed as historic’.

In the 1990s, the economic component had an important place in the
bilateral agenda. In these years Syrian economy, which had been heavily
dependent on the Soviet aid, was in crisis due to the halt of financial flows on
the one hand and international sanctions on the other. The planned,
inefficient economy with large state participation, faced serious difficulties®.

3 Bilateral relations, https://www.mfa.am/hy/bilateral-relations/sy

4 Armenia-Syria, bilateral relations, https://www.mfa.am/hy/bilateral-relations/sy.

5 Armenia opened its consulates in Dubai in 2019 and in Erbil in 2021.

6 During the visit the Syrian press wrote that Syria is a homeland for three acting presidents,
Hafez al-Assad, Levon Ter-Petrosyan and the President of Argentina, Carlos Menem.

7 «Hayastani Hanrapet’ut’yun» oratert, 20.10.1994.

8 More about the Syrian economy in 1980s seeVolker Perthes 1992: 37-58
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Syria was interested in receiving engineering and professional assistance
which it had from the Soviet Union in the previous decades.

In its turn, newly independent Armenia was in a harsh economic
condition because of the earthquake in 1988, the war (ended in 1994), the
change of the economic system and the transition to free market relations.
Nevertheless, the professional capabilities and the production capacities of the
Republic of Armenia were of serious interest to Syria. In particular, Syria was
interested in Armenia's heavy, chemical industry and electrotechnological
field. Because of the sanctions, Syria did not have many options for buying
spare parts for its infrastructure, and Armenia was a possible supply
market®.

For its part, Armenia, taking into account its experience in the field of
science and technology, sought to participate in the projects for the
construction or repair of the infrastructure in Syria. In the 1990s, Armenia
negotiated the participation of its companies in railway, energy and other
projects. Major ones included the construction of sections of the railway in
northern Syria, the planning of the Damascus metro, and the re-equipment of
dams and reservoirs.

However, the limited finances, bigger and more influential competitors
left no chances for the Armenian companies to win tenders. Particularly, the
Russian companies were winning the majority of tenders in the energy sector
considering the debt of Damascus to Moscow reaching 12 billion USD. In this
sphere, the companies from the Gulf region which were investing in Syria’s
economy competed with the Russian companies. In 1997, an Armenian
delegation led by the minister of transport visited Damascus to hold
negotiations on the planned construction of the Damascus metro line.
However, the Syrian side preferred to sign a memorandum with the
representatives of the Teheran metro'®. It demonstrated the regional influence
of the greater states with whom Armenia was not capable of competing.

9 HDA of the MFA of the RA, case 254, list |, p. 47: The construction of Damascus metro has
not started as of 2021.
10 HDA of the MFA of the RA, case 150, list II, p. 111.
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Armenia, with a shortage of food and other goods, was in search of cheap
import markets, and Syria was a suitable candidate. However, Turkey’s
blockade of Armenia since 1993 significantly hindered overland and railway
communication between Armenia and Syria. It extended and complicated
trade routes, making the import of Syrian goods more expensive compared
with other countries.

In the 1990s, the logistic obstacles, financial and economic problems in
both countries impeded mutual investments. Similarly, trade was affected: in
2000, the trade volumes between Armenia and Syria barely reached 1.8
million USD and from this the export from Armenia was 0.1 million USD,
export from Syria was 1.7 million USD".

The trade between RA and SAR in 1995-2000 according to the Statistical Committee

of the RA.
Exports Imports
(thousand USD)

1995 286.7 570.5
1996 200.4 411.8
1997 2754.1 4981.9
1998 1295.5 3925.3
1999 121 1755.5
2000 145.1 1752.4

" HDA of the MFA of the RA, case 309, list VI, p. 74. In 1990s among the factors breaking
the development of the economic relations between Armenia and Syria were the blockade
imposed on Armenia by Turkey, Turkish-Syrian and Turkish-Armenian strained relations, the
tough economic conditions in Armenia and Syria, underdeveloped financial and banking sectors
in both countries which was a key obstacle for business deals, the economic protectionism in
Syria, problems in communications, including launching regular flights. Particularly, the regular
flight from Yerevan to Damascus failed to launch. These obstacles were too hard to overcome
despite the experience of the Armenian community in trade. The Armenian businessmen offered
their assistance to bring investments to Armenia, to establish regular cargo transportation
routes, but they did not succeed, too.
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In the 1990s, when Armenia was in difficult conditions, Syria provided
humanitarian assistance several times. In 1992, the delivery of grain was of
vital importance for Armenia as the country was in a severe food crisis. In
1995, Syria supplied Armenia with 7000 tonnes of fuel without
compensation™. In 2000, notwithstanding the ban on the grain export, Syria
provided 1000 tonnes of grain seeds and 500 tonnes of potato seeds to
Armenia suffering from drought™. In this regard, in his message to the
president Hafez al-Assad, the second president of Armenia, Robert
Kocharyan, appreciated the Syrian people, the President, and also invited
Syria to participate in the reconstruction of the disaster area in the north of
Armenia™.

Since 1992, Armenia has been trying to prevent Azerbaijani efforts in the
Arab countries to represent the Nagorno-Karabakh conflicts as it had a
religious nature which would have been very dangerous for Armenia
considering the ongoing war in the region.

It could have complicated Armenia’s relations with Muslims, and
particularly with the Arab world. The diplomats of Armenia always touched
upon this issue to avert the use of the religious factor. For this purpose,
Armenia was working not only in a bilateral format but also trying to benefit
from their influence in the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (formerly the
Organization of the Islamic Conference) in order not to allow the fixing of
Azerbaijan's position in its documents and declarations.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Syria and the presidency of the
Parliament announced their position that the tough position of the OIC will
hinder the peace process and blow the efforts of the OSCE Minsk Group to
the conflict settlement”. In its turn, the Syrian government was seeking
Armenia’s support on the issues of the Arab-Israeli conflict, Palestine,
Jerusalem and supporting its candidates on the international platforms.

12 HDA of the MFA of the RA, case 258, list |, p. 89.
13 HDA of the MFA of the RA, case 309, list VII, p. 32.
“ HDA of the MFA of the RA, case 51, list VI, p. 24.

15 HDA of the MFA of the RA, case 151, list Il, p. 130.
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The educational and cultural relations between Armenia and Syria were
developing relatively stable. During the Soviet Union period, hundreds of
Syrian students studied in Armenian universities every year, and in the early
1990s both countries signed the student exchange agreement. With a short
hiatus, the exchange program continued until 2011, when the war in Syria
erupted. Cultural cooperation was quite intense, with frequent exhibitions,
visits by cultural organizations, ensembles, organization of cultural days,
festivals, and film screenings.

Cooling of the relations

The factor of Turkey evolved into a serious problem for the development
of Armanian-Syrian relations. In terms of political relations, the Syrian
government was cautious about expanding its ties with Armenia both in the
periods of strained relations with Turkey and when they were flourishing'®.

Syria often refrained from sending high level delegations to Armenia
considering the possible reaction from Ankara and the Turkish press capable
of having a negative impact on Damascus. The number of visits, their
representativeness speak for this argument. In the first decade of relations,
the president, prime-minister, and a number of ministers of Armenia paid
multiple visits to Syria, but not a single one from the Syrian side. In 1995-
1996, the Armenian government sent 7 delegations to Syria, including the visit
of the Armenian prime-minister and received only 2. Those two visits were at
ministerial level. In the beginning of the 2000s the number of mutual visits
was significantly reduced.

On June 10, 2000, Hafez al-Assad, the president of Syria, passed away.
The delegation of the Republic of Armenia headed by president Robert
Kocharyan attended the funeral. In his condolence telegram, the Armenian
president stated: "Syria and the entire Arab people have lost one of the

16 For instance, the tension between Syrian and Turkey in 1998 on the Kurdish issue and the
rapprochement of the 2000s. Syria was vulnerable especially to the water issue as the upper
streams of the largest rivers flowing through the country, Euphrates and Tigris, are located in
Turkish territory and Ankara was capable of creating serious problems through hydro
engineering.
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greatest politicians who has made a great contribution to shaping the modern
history of the Arab world"".

Bashar al-Assad, the son of Hafez al-Assad, came to succeed him as the
president of Syria. The incumbent made a cautious attempt at political and
economic reforms and liberalization. To combat hardships in the economy,
Syria initiated a rapprochement with Turkey resulting in immediate growth of
trade. The rapprochement of Syria and Turkey impacted the foreign policy of
Syria, as well. Under Bashar al-Assad, relations between Syria and Turkey
improved, especially with the Justice and Development Party which came to
power in Turkey in 2002. The rapprochement of the two countries also had
an impact on the relations between Syria and Armenia. After 2001 and until
2009, no visits were made at the level of presidents, prime ministers, and
speakers of parliaments.

Two high rank visits took place in this period: on August 27, 2001, then
the minister of defense of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan visited Syria and signed an
agreement on military cooperation'®. In the same year, the speakers of the
parliaments of Armenia and Syria paid official visits to Damascus and Yerevan
correspondingly.

In April 2006, the minister of foreign affairs of Armenia, Vardan
Oskanyan, met Bashar al-Assad in Damascus. In December of the same year,
Mukhlis Pharaoh, the Syrian chargé d'affaires in Yerevan, called his country
"Armenia's Arab brother in the region." Commenting on the presence of the
Armenian peacekeepers in Iraq, the diplomat said that "being an Arab, | am
against Armenia's intervention in Iraq's military affairs, but as a diplomat, | am
well aware of why Armenia appeared there”'.

From 2001 to 2008, the relations between Armenia and Syria cooled
which was manifested in several spheres including the lowering of the

17 Assad, Syria and Armenia: a snapshot of last 12 years, 24.07.2012,
https://mediamax.am/en/news/region/5482/

18 Agreement on military technical cooperation between the Government of RA and the
Government of SAR (August, 2001, Damascus), https://www.mfa.am/en/bilateral-relations/sy.

19 Assad, Syria and Armenia: a snapshot of last 12 years
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diplomatic rank of the Syrian representative from ambassador to charge
d'affaires, significant reduction in the visits of official delegations, a short
pause in educational and cultural cooperation, changes of the previous warm
tone in congratulatory messages.

In the 2000s, trade and economic relations did not make significant
progress and were limited to the activities of small and medium Armenian
businesses. The factors that hindered the development of bilateral economic
ties remained the same: the difficulty of land communication, the complicated
bureaucratic arrangements for import and export in Syria, the difficulties of
bank transfers and withdrawal of profits from Syria, the uncompetitive prices
of goods, the lack of mutual interest.

In addition to sea and land communication, there were problems with air
communication, as well. As of 2008 Syrian and Armenian airlines operated
one flight a week, which however did not have the expected result?*®. The
overall situation in Syria in the end of the 2000s also negatively impacted the
Armenian community, as amid the intensification of external pressure on Syria
and the growth of the extremist movements, the Armenian businessmen from
Aleppo were concerned for their own capital, prompting them to turn their
attention to Armenia®'.

Restart of relations

Sargsyan’s and Assad’s visits: Restart of relations

Armenia-Syria relations have improved since 2008. In the first quarter of
2009 first Edward Nalbandyan, Armenian foreign minister, paid an official
visit to Syria and in June the Armenian side welcomed Syria’s foreign minister
Walid al-Muallem in Yerevan. In June 2009, Syria’s president Bashar Al-Assad
paid an official two-day visit to Armenia at his counterpart’s invitation. This
visit was parallel to the process of Armenia-Turkey reconciliation. And this
somehow proved that the Syrian government, which had very close relations

20 Interview with the ambassador of Armenia to Syria, 25.09.2008,
http://www.noravank.am/arm/articles/detail. php?ELEMENT_ID=2346
2 HAD of the MFA of the RA, case 108, list 13, p. 41
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with Turkey, then felt hands free in the context of its relationship with
Armenia. During his visit, president al-Assad expressed his personal
commitment to contributing to the process of reconciliation between Armenia
and Turkey?:

During the negotiations, President Serzh Sargsyan highlighted the
importance of Armenia-Syria relations and mentioned: “We have friendly
relations with Syria. However, we consider the whole potential of our
relationship has not been unleashed yet”. President Sargsyan underlined that
he had an opportunity to visit Syria as Defense Minister of Armenia in 2001
and had very warm memories of Syria. President Sargsyan added that
Armenia is very much interested in a completely new level of relations with
Syria focusing on the economic dimension and, of course, this visit of
President Assad was a good stimulus for updating and outlining future
development of partnership between the two states”.

The President of Syria said that the Armenian community has powerful
potential which would allow the two countries to find the ways to implement
objectives set during this meeting. The President of Syria also highlighted the
importance of establishing a conducive environment for the businessmen of
the two countries and assured that the Syrian side would be persistent in that
matter?®. Notwithstanding the Armenian official protocol, the Syrian president
did not visit the Tsitsernakaberd memorial. The intention not to harm relations
with Turkey can explain this cautiousness.

Months later, on March 22, 2010, Armenia’s president, Serzh Sargsyan,
arrived in Syria. Bashar al-Assad expressed his belief that mutual visits of the
presidents would be a new impetus for enhancing Armenia-Syria relations.
The presidents of Armenia and Syria praised the level of political dialogue

22 Shugaryan 2016: 121

% President of the Syrian Arab Republic Bashar Al-Assad arrived to Armenia for a two-
day official visit, 17.06.2009, https://www.president.am/en/press-
release/item/2009/06/17/news-582/
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between the two countries. The Presidents of Armenia and Syria lauded the
current level of the political dialogue between the two countries®.

Serzh Sargsyan and Bashar al-Assad touched upon the fulfillment of the
agreements reached during Assad’s visit to Yerevan, highlighting the necessity
to intensify contacts between business circles which would facilitate economic
and trade partnerships between the two friendly countries.

According to the official statement on the visit the President of Armenia
discussed the deepening of the Armenian-Syrian economic cooperation, the
importance of fostering relations in the economic area and the necessity of
more active contacts between the business communities through the
organization of expos, conferences, and similar events. President Sargsyan
noted that the large Armenian community of Syria could become a facilitator
of economic interaction®.

The visits of the foreign ministers and the presidents were an endeavor to
give impetus to Armenian-Syrian relations. The new phase in Armenian-Syrian
relations fits in with the Armenian policy of intensifying contacts with the Arab
world. In its turn, Syria was freer in developing relations with Armenia during
the normalization of Armenian-Turkish relations. The phase of renewal of
relations could not remain unaffected by the war that started in Syria in 2011,
and the crisis is still unresolved as of 2021.

The Armenian genocide and Syria

In 2020, Syria became the second Arab country after Lebanon to
recognize the Armenian genocide. Notwithstanding Armenian-Syrian close ties
and the large and organized Armenian community, the discussion of
Armenian genocide recognition and its possibility has become apparent only in
recent years®.

24 Official visit of President Serzh Sargsyan to Syria, 22.03.2010,
https://www.president.am/en/foreign-visits/item/2010/03/22/news-94/
% Ibid.

26 Ghahriyan 2020: 386.
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In 2009, the President of Syria, Bashar al-Assad arrived in Armenia for
the first time, but did not visit the Armenian genocide memorial, according to
the state protocol of the visits of foreign officials to Armenia. That decision of
the head of Syria was due to Syrian-Turkish relations which had been
successfully developing in the first decade of the 21" century. The discussion
of the topic of the Armenian genocide at state level started to be discussed
openly only after the deterioration of Syrian-Turkish relations in 2011. In an
interview given to AFP in 2014, the President of Syria compared the atrocities
taking place in Syria with the annihilation of 1.5 million Armenians and
Assyrians by the Ottoman government”. Several days later, the ambassador of
Syria to the UN spoke about this question. In 2015, on the occasion of the
centennial of the Armenian genocide, the Parliament of Syria paid a tribute to
the victims of the genocide in its special session?®.

In his message to the Speaker of the Armenian National Assembly, Galust
Sahakyan, the Speaker of the Syrian Parliament, Muhammad Jihad al-Laham
expressed the solidarity of the Syrian government and people with the
fraternal Armenian people on the occasion of the 99th anniversary of the
Armenian genocide, which “the Turkish government repeats in the north of
Syria against the Armenians in Kessab and other Syrians” %. In 2015, on the
occasion of the 100th anniversary of the Armenian genocide, Syria was
represented at the level of the Speaker of the National Assembly, Muhammad
Jihad al-Laham?°.

Speaking on the 100th anniversary of the Armenian genocide, the
President of Syria stressed that "100 years ago the Armenian people were

2" The president of Syria compared the terrorist acts in the country with the Armenian
genocide perpetrated by Turkey, 21.01.2014, https://armenpress.am/arm/amp/746970.

28 Merdzavor Arevelk‘um Hayots tsexaspanutyan &‘anatums drakan dinamika e
ardzanagrum, [The recognition of the Armenian genocide in the Middle East has a
positive dynamics], 14.02.2020, https://armenpress.am/arm/news/1004971/.

29 HDA of the MFA of the RA, case 149 list 20, p. 29

30 President meets with Speaker of Syrian People’s Council Mohammad Jihad al-Laham,
22.04.2015,https://www.president.am/en/press-release/item/2015/04/22/President-Serzh-
Sargsyan-meeting-with-Syrian-Parliament-speaker/
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subjected to genocide. Unfortunately, history repeats itself today. Today, the
Syrian people are facing the suffering of the Armenian people™'. In 2019, the
Syrian parliament approved the teaching of the Armenian genocide topics in
Syrian schools®.

The Parliament of Syria recognized the Armenian genocide on February
13, 2020. In response, the Parliament of Armenia welcomed the unequivocal
decision of the Syrian parliament. In its resolution, the Parliament of Syria
condemned the perpetration of the Armenian genocide by the Ottoman
authorities at the beginning of the 20™ century. The resolution also
condemned any attempt at negation of the crime and the distortion of the
truth and affirmed that the crime is one of the gravest and most horrible acts
against humanity. The resolution exgpressed the sympathy of the People’s
Assembly towards the friendly Armenian nation and recognized that the
Armenians, Syrians, Assyrians and other nations were systematically subjected
to ethnic cleansing and massacres by the Ottoman Empire, and called on the
world and international community to recognize the Armenian genocide, too®.

The position of Armenia in the Syrian conflict

Armenia’s official stance towards the Syrian conflict is largely shaped by
the presence of the Armenian community in Syria, the necessity to protect
Armenian cultural heritage and the need to adopt a balanced position to
successfully maneuver between the partner countries supporting Assad and
renouncing his rule to reduce possible pressure from them.

3! Edward Nalbandyann aycelec Siria, [Edward Nalbandyan visited Syria], 27.05.2015,
https://www.mfa.am/hy/press-releases/2015/05/27/min-syr/5280.
32 Siriayi avag dprotsnerum Hayots tsegaspanutyan teman arden partadir kdarna. Nora
Arisyan [The subject of the Armenian genocide will become mandatory in the high
schools of Syria, Nora Arisyan], 22.04.2019,
https://www.shantnews.am/news/view/350627.html.

AsiLain) gall apadaia Ui At allie Laadib ey 2 s sy 1) e LaaYluidindilludas 2020 il 5 33
The People's Assembly unanimously adopts a resolution condemning and approving the
crime of genocide committed against Armenians by the Ottoman Empire,
https://www.parliament.gov.sy/arabic/index.php?node=554&nid=21625&First=0&Last=2459&Cu
rrentPage=6&mid=&refBack=.
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Armenia’s position was neutral in the UN**, including the resolutions
strictly condemning the cases of violation of human rights by the Syrian
authorities®*®. Maintaining their neutrality at the same time, the Armenian
authorities continued to congratulate their colleagues on the occasion of
official holidays and pay visits. Taking into consideration that, since the start of
the conflict in Syria, Armenia has remained one of the few countries to send
delegations to Damascus. They were often received personally by President
Bashar al-Assad. In May 2015, the minister of foreign affairs, Edward
Nalbandyan, arrived in Damascus®. This visit can be assessed as a return visit
for the presence of the high level Syrian delegation at the events of the 100th
anniversary of the Armenian genocide in 2015.

In 2013, the minister of foreign affairs of Armenia represented the
position of the official Yerevan towards the Syrian conflict: “The Armenian
government not only closely monitors the developments in Syria, but it has
also taken appropriate steps at different levels. The efforts are primarily
aimed at ensuring the security of the Syrian-Armenians.” Speaking on the
conflict resolution, the next minister highlighted: “The Republic of Armenia is
sure that the Syrian crisis must be resolved through dialogue considering the
interests of all groups living there”.

In June 2014, Syria held presidential elections, which most countries in
the world did not recognize. Armenia was one of the few countries that

34 Armenia abstained from voting UN General Assembly Resolution on Syria, 04.08.2012,
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/689490/armeniya-vozderzhalas-v-golosovanii-v-genassamblee-
oon.html

35 General Assembly Adopts Resolution Strongly Condemning ‘Widespread and
Systematic’ Human Rights Violations by Syrian Authorities, 16.02.2012,
https://www.un.org/press/en/2012/gal1207 .doc.htm.

3% Edvard Nalbandyann aytselets Siria, [Edward Nalbandyan visitied Syria], 27.05.2015,
https://www.mfa.am/hy/press-releases/2015/05/27/min-syr/5280

%7 Siriakan ¢‘gnazami hartsum Hayastani dirk‘oroSums &i pokhvel, [Armenia’s position on
the Syrian crisis has not changed], 29.08.2013, https://www.azatutyun.am/a/25089872.html.
3 Mnatsakanyans nerkayatsrets Siriayi ¢‘gnazami kargavorman hartsum HH
dirk‘orosums, [Mnatsakanyan represented the position of Armenia and the settlement of
the Syrian crisis], 04.03.2020, https://artsakhpress.am/arm/news/122242/mnacakanyany-
nerkayacrec-siriayi-tchgnazhami-kargavorman-harcum-hh-dirqoroshumy.html.
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recognized those elections. Armenia’s President Serzh Sargsyan congratulated
Bashar al-Assad on his victory in the elections®®.

Armenia was involved in the Syrian developments from a humanitarian
point of view. During the years of the conflict, Armenia provided economic
and humanitarian assistance to Syria, which was primarily aimed at the
Armenian community, which was in a difficult situation.

In 2019, Armenia sent a group of deminers to Syria in cooperation with
Russia. To justify its decision to send a mission to Aleppo, the Armenian
government referred to the humanitarian crisis in Syria and especially in
Aleppo caused by the military operations, the UN resolutions, the written
requests of the Syrian side, as well as the presence of a large Armenian
community in Aleppo®*. An 83-member group of Armenian specialists
comprising humanitarian deminers, doctors and security personnel arrived in
Aleppo, Syria on 8 February, to provide humanitarian aid to the Syrian
people”. This issue was regularly discussed in previous years, but Armenia
did not consider it preferable to send a mission. This issue also caused
political complications for Armenia. On the one hand, Russia wanted to involve
as many countries in Syria as possible for internationalization of its mission,
and on the other hand, Western countries, particularly the United States,
expressed its disapproval towards the intention of sending an Armenian
mission to Syria®.

At this stage, the rapprochement between Armenia and Syria was
facilitated by common interests in certain regional issues. This is primarily due

39 President Serzh Sargsyan sent congratulatory message to Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, 13.06.2014, https://www.president.am/en/congratulatory/item/2014/06/13/President-
Serzh-Sargsyan-congratulation-to-President-of-Syria/

40 Humanitarian group of Armenian specialists arrives in Syria, 08.02.2019,
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/963539.html.

4 Armenian specialists arrive in Syria, 08.02.2019, https://mil.am/en/news/5921.

4 AMN-n ¢&i pastpanum Hayastani ev Rusastani mijev hamagorc‘aktsut’yuns Siriayum
arak‘elut‘yan harc‘ov, [The United States does not support cooperation between Armenia
and Russia on the mission in Syria], 13.02.2019, https://www.azatutyun.am/a/29767739.html.
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to the threat posed by Turkey to both countries. The next circumstance was
the good neighborly relations between the two countries with Russia and Iran.

Despite the war in Syria, some efforts were made to develop economic
relations between the two countries. During this period, an attempt was made
to relaunch the Damascus-Yerevan flight. In 2017, the regular direct flight of
the Syrian "Cham Wings" airline to Yerevan-Damascus was announced, which
aimed to facilitate communication between the two countries, to be an
additional impetus for the development of bilateral relations®®. However, it
failed to fulfill its goal.

Armenia-Syria trade turnover has increased sharply in 2014, which is due
to the growth of exports from Armenia. In 2017 exports from Armenia to Syria
exceeded $ 50 million annually, and Syria's exports reached to about 2% of
Armenia's total exports. The sharp increase is due to the export of tobacco
products from Armenia*.

Armenia was also interested in participating in the reconstruction of
Syria's economy and infrastructure. This has been stated several times during
meetings between Armenian and Syrian officials®.

Conclusion

The human factor - historical ties, human contacts have played a visible
role in Armenian-Syrian relations, which is reflected in the speeches made
during the official contacts between the two countries. That is the basis for
political relations. Over the past 30 years, Armenia and Syria have tried to
harmonize their interests and approaches on various issues, but regional
factors and developments have had a serious impact on Armenia-Syria
relations.

43 Siriayi khorhrdarani naxagahs bardzr e gnahatum Hayastani het bardzr makardaki
haraberut‘yunners, [The Syrian parliament highly appreciates the high level relations
with Armenia], 21.06.2017, https://www.aravot.am/2017/06/21/893178/.

4 Official website of State Revenue Committee,
https://petekamutner.am/Content.aspx?itn=csCIExportStatistics

45 Delegation headed by Suren Karayan had several meetings in Syria, 01.11.2017,
https://www.mineconomy.am/news/772; Armenia-Syria, 11.04.2017,
https://armcci.am/?p=4807&lang=en.
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Notwithstanding the convergence of interests on a number of issues, the
foreign policy priorities of the countries differed significantly. Armenia was
building its security environment within the framework of bilateral and
multilateral relations with Russia, through membership in European structures
and closer relations with the United States. Syria, for its part, being under
Western sanctions, was largely focused on deepening ties with regionally
influential countries.

With limited resources, these two countries were not able to pursue an
active policy in all directions, which left its mark on Armenian-Syrian relations.
Although in various periods of the Armenian-Syrian relations the Syrian
authorities conditioned the relations with Armenia with their relations with
third countries, particularly Turkey, and the Armenian-Syrian relations did not
develop to their full potential, nevertheless those relations have been at quite
high level for the last 30 years*.

Armenia has provided political, economic and humanitarian assistance to
Syria, especially since 2011 when the war began and has not ended yet.
During the years of crisis, Syria-Armenia relations have developed mainly in
the direction of humanitarian assistance. However, it should be emphasized
that the Republic of Armenia was the only UN member state that never
stopped the work of its diplomatic missions in Syria, despite the difficult
situation.

In 1991-2021 the Armenian side paid 14 official and working visits in total
and in the same period only 4 Syrian visits took place*. This difference can
be explained inter alia by the existence of a vast Armenian community in Syria,
but other realities also have their role, such as the historical - moral
responsibility Armenians felt towards Syria.

The sequence of events in recent years has evidently demonstrated that
both countries have common interests in light of Turkey’s regional policy. The
political instability and uncertainty in Syria and Turkey’s direct involvement in
Syria's affairs negatively impacted Armenia, too. During the Autumn war of

46 Compared to the dynamics of relations with other Arab countries.
47 Official website of the MFA of the RA, Bilateral Relations, Syria.
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2020 in Nagorno Karabakh, Turkey recruited thousands of mercenaries in the
northern territories of Syria under its control and transferred them to the
conflict zone. Therefore, the Armenian-Syrian agenda needs an upgrade to
level up these relations and to counteract security threats. The recent
developments may trigger the two countries to reevaluate their relations
considering Turkey’s expansive policy in its immediate neighborhood and its
tough stance towards Armenia and Syria.
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THE ISRAELI FACTOR IN IRAN-AZERBAIJAN RELATIONS
(2005-2013)"

Armen Israyelyan

Abstract

The article deals with Israel’s factor which influences Iran-Azerbaijan relations. The
article highlights the following issues when assessing the impact of the Israeli factor on
Iran-Azerbaijan relations:

e Represent Israel’s foreign policy priorities on Azerbaijan,

e Assess the position of the Islamic Republic of Iran on Azerbaijan-Israel cooperation
and analyze Iran'’s policy within this context,

e Analyze Azerbaijan's motives for strengthening cooperation with Israel.

The nuclear program, Iran's missile systems, the Shia factor, the Iranian-speaking
peoples of Azerbaijan (Tats, Talish), the activities of Azerbaijani Shia opposition
figures, the 760-kilometer border between Azerbaijan and Iran - these are the main
factors underlying Israel’s policy towards Azerbaijan.

Azerbaijan first of all justified the establishment of relations with Israel with the
expectation of receiving military-political assistance from Israel in the settlement of the
Nagorno Karabakh conflict.

During the presidency of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (2005-2013),
when one of the scenarios for suspending Iran's nuclear program was considered a
military attack, the territory of Azerbaijan was considered a platform for attacking
Iran. While Baku has made every effort to exclude the Iranian factor in Azerbaijan-
Israel military cooperation, the Iranian military-political management has always been
skeptical of Baku's assurances, claiming that Israeli drones could easily be used for
reconnaissance against Iran.

o During Hassan Rouhani's presidency, as compared with Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's
presidency, positive developments took place in the relations between Azerbaijan and
Iran, and bilateral economic cooperation strengthened. In order to weaken Israel’s
influence in Azerbaijan, Iran replaced its policy of harsh response to Azerbaijan with

* The article was submitted on May 5, 2021: The article was reviewed on May 10, 2021.
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economic cooperation. Iran was more concerned about the growing influence of Israel
in various spheres in Azerbaijan than the use of a possible Israeli threat against Iran
from the territory of Azerbaijan, which has always been raised in the past.

o Azerbaijan tried to bring counterargument against Israel-Azerbaijan relations with
Armenia-Iran relations.

e In order to weaken Iran's religious influence, Azerbaijan, on the one hand,
repressed the country's Shiite opposition figures, and on the other hand, Baku
managed to obtain military-political support from Israel by exploiting the Iranian-
Shiite "threat”.

e According to Iranian experts, the strategic relations between Azerbaijan and Israel
have been established in the South Caucasus, in particular due to Iran's wrong policy
towards Azerbaijan.

o Currently, if in the Middle East, Iran more or less manages to control the threats
appearing from the proxy war with Israel, than on its immediate border Iran is trying
to avoid a direct confrontation with Israel. During the Second Artsakh War, the
transfer of Israeli UVC of the territory of Iran, and in this regard, Iran's cautious
statements are evidence of that.

Keywords: Iran, Azerbaijan, Israel, Middle East, Azeri, Shia, military.

In the studies published over the last decade by the leading Iranian “Think
tank” on Azerbaijan and Israel relations, assessment to Azerbaijan-Israel
relations has been given within the frames of factors influencing Iran-Israel
and Iran-Azerbaijan relations. The choice of chronological boundaries of the
study is conditioned by the circumstance that during the presidency of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (2005-2013) the relations between Iran and
Azerbaijan were severely strained. The Israeli factor had a significant impact in
this matter.

The article highlights the following issues when assessing the impact of
the Israeli factor on Iran-Azerbaijan relations:

e Represent Israel foreign policy priorities on Azerbaijan,

e Assess the position of the Islamic Republic of Iran on Azerbaijan-Israel
cooperation and analyze Iran's policy within this context,

¢ Analyze Azerbaijan's motives for strengthening cooperation with Israel.
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According to the ideology of Ben-Gurion's doctrine', non-Arab Muslim
countries have a significant role to play in Israel's foreign policy. Strengthening
of Israel's relations with Azerbaijan shall be first and foremost to be viewed
from that point of view. One of the reasons for the strain in the relations
between Iran and Azerbaijan is not basically Azerbaijan-Israel relations, but the
fact that Azerbaijan, in view of discrepancies in the relations between Teheran
and Baku?, directly or indirectly contributes to the implementation of Israel's
policy regarding lIran. According to Iran, Israel-Azerbaijan relations are
directed against Iran. The main goal is to weaken Iran's religious and cultural
influence on Azerbaijan®.

The nuclear program, Iran's missile systems, the Shia factor, the Iranian-
speaking peoples of Azerbaijan (7ats, Talish), the activities of Azerbaijani Shia
opposition figures, the 760-kilometer border* between Azerbaijan and Iran -
these are the main factors underlying Israel's policy towards Azerbaijan®.

For Israel, the presence on the Iranian border is especially important in
view of the fact that the Iranian-sponsored groups in the Middle East are in
fact present on the Israeli border®.

If Iran justifies its presence in Irag, Syria and Lebanon in terms of
forming an "Axis of Resistance" with the participation of the groups
“Hezbollah” and “Hashd al Shaabi” operating in those countries then Israel
views the actions of these groups as a threat focused against its national
interests. According to Israel, Iran's goal is to build a "continental corridor"
connecting Iran to the Mediterranean Sea under the name of "Resistance

Front".

! Zielinska 2020: 236.

2 Israyelyan 2016: 199-204.

3 Hebs-e azaye hezb-e eslam dar Azarbaijan jozv-e prujehaye Israel ast. Available at:
https://bit.ly/2QngICB, accessed April 22, 2021.

4 Saidel 2014, Available at https://mida.org.il/2014/09/02/hurt-iran-without-airstrikes/, accessed
April 27, 2021.

5> Rezazadeh 2014: 15.

6 Harel 2017, Available at: https://bit.ly/3sFlzbj, accessed April 22, 2021.

7 Adesnik 2019: 13.
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One of the issues on Israel's agenda in Azerbaijan was the implementation
of economic and cultural programs in the southern Iranian-speaking regions
of Azerbaijan®. Israel pursued the following two goals:

1. to approach the lIranian border under pretence of investing in
agriculture.

2. to establish contacts with the Iranian-speaking population of Azerbaijan
in order to influence possible separatist actions in Iran.

It is mentioned in the report released in January 2016 of Azerbaijani
opposition periodical "Yeni Musavat" that the Israeli Military Intelligence
Organization was indirectly involved® in the protest campaigns which took
place at the Eastern Azerbaijan state of Iran in 2006'. In this context, Brenda
Shaffer, a senior Jewish expert of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies
(FDD), runs active operations related with the issues of ethnic groups of Iran.
For some period of time he held the position of Advisor to the Director of the
State Oil Company of the Azerbaijan Republic (SOCAR) and co-authored a
two-volume book on “Separatist movements in Atrpatakan” with the
Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Iran Javanshir Akhundov (2009-2016). In April
2021, a monograph entitled "Iran Is More Than Persia" by Shaffer was
published".

Another important factor in Israel's focus is the influence of Azerbaijan's
Shia opposition figures on the country's domestic and foreign policy’. There is
a belief in Iranian public and political circles that Azerbaijan's anti-Shia policy,
as well as the participation of Baku in separatist demonstrations in Iran, is

8 Suspicious travels of the Israeli ambassador to different cities of Azerbaijan”, available at:
https://bit.ly/3w2pcdS , accessed Jun 08, 2021

9lsrael's Foreign Policy Priorities on Iran, available at: https://bit.ly/3xImJQl, accessed Jun 28,
2021

10 [ran newspaper has been suspended, available at:
https://www.bbc.com/persian/iran/story/2006/05/060523_mf_cartoon, accessed Jun15, 2021

"' Shaffer 2021: 14-17.

12 Kaffash: “Pishnhad-e hokm-e sangin az suye dadsetani-e Baku baraye Elham Aliev ra mahkum
mi konim”, Available at: http://fa.arannews.com/News/67970/, accessed April 22, 2021 (in
Persian).
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encouraged by Israel™. The reason is that some of the Shia opposition figures
in Azerbaijan received religious education in Iran and they are fundamentally
against the strengthening of Israeli-Azerbaijani relations'.

The Azerbaijani authorities, accusing the country's Shia opposition figures
of espionage in favour of Iran™, restricted their activities'®, most of whom are
currently imprisoned. Iran, in its turn, accuses the Azerbaijani authorities of
bringing baseless accusations against Shiite figures".

Jewish lobbyists with economic interests in Baku'® provide significant
support to Azerbaijan on international platforms. According to Iran, in order
to exert pressure on Azerbaijan, international human rights advocacy
organizations pursue a dual policy on the human rights structures in
Azerbaijan. Raising the issue of Azeri political prisoners, their reports do not
refer to the criminal cases brought against Azeri Shiite opposition figures
accused of collaborating with Iran'.

Iran considers the dual policy of Azerbaijan towards the Muslim countries,
and in this context the influence of Israel on the foreign policy of Azerbaijan
reflects the fact that Azerbaijan officially avoids mentioning the "Quds Day",
and does not give a clear assessment of the policy of Israel towards Palestine.
This happens in the case where Teheran believes that the reputation of Iran's
supreme leader in the Islamic world, his concern towards the violation of
rights of Muslims in Nagorno-Karabakh, as well as consideration of the

13 “Bazdasht-e jasusan hamzaman ba monaghesheye Gharabag”, Available at:
http://www.anaj.ir/?p=8823, accessed April 22, 2021. (Persian).

4 Kazemi, Heshmati 2017, “12 rahbord-e zed-e Irani-e Israel dar Azarbaijan”, Available at:
https://www.mashreghnews.ir/news/802200/, accessed Jun 29, 2021 (in Persian)

5 Nalbandi 2021: “Sarkub-e Khomeinichiha tamami nadarad”, Available at:
https://bit.ly/3mM2mCl, accessed May 4, 2021 (in Persian).

16 Cornell 2011: 279-280.

17" Movsum Samedov 2016, Available at: https://www.kavkaz-uzel.eu/articles/196743/, accessed
April 22, 2021 (in Russian).

18 “Brenda Shaffer mamur-e Israel baraye tajzieye Iran kist?” 2020, Available at:
https://bit.ly/39zyNyE, accessed May 4, 2021 (in Persian) .

19 Adeli 2012, “Zendanian-e siasi-e eslamgara hamchenan da zendan”, Available at:
https://bit.ly/2PUoaPW, accessed May 5, 2021 (in Persian).
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Karabakh issue on the same level with the Palestinian issue had an important
role in terms of drawing attention of Islamic world to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict.

In response to Iran's concerns over the strategic cooperation between
Israel and Shiite Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan points to the close relations between
the Islamic Republic of Iran and Armenia®.

In general, Israel has always been concerned about the fact that after
rising to power of Shiite forces in Azerbaijan, its presence in the region will be
endangered.

The most important factor influencing the relations between Iran and
Azerbaijan is the military cooperation between Israel and Azerbaijan. The
formation of Iran's position on this issue is influenced by the security
environment on Iran and the ongoing growth in Iran-Azerbaijan relations. As
relations between Baku and Teheran improve, the Israeli factor shifts from a
security threat to a matter of political manipulation.

In response to Iran's accusations, Azerbaijan has provided Teheran with
various justifications for establishing strategic relations with Israel®'.
Depending on the level of Iran-Azerbaijan relations, Tehran has objected to or
acknowledged them.

Azerbaijan first of all justified the establishment of relations with Israel
with the expectation of receiving military-political assistance from Israel in the
settlement of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict?. Deep military cooperation
established between Israel and Azerbaijan after Ilham Aliev came to power?:.

During the presidency of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, when one of the
scenarios for suspending Iran's nuclear program was considered a military
attack, the territory of Azerbaijan was considered a platform for attacking

20“lran and Armenia against Azerbaijan and Israel” 2017, Available at:
https://haqqin.az/news/91385, accessed April 22, 2021. (in Russian).
2 Asadi 2012: 8.

2 Omidi 2016: 143.

23 Kamran 2011: 73.
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Iran®*. Taking into account the tensions in Iran-Azerbaijan relations during that
period and the 33 day war in 2006 between Israel and “Hezbollah”, Baku and
Tel Aviv viewed Iran as a common threat. Israel has deployed reconnaissance
devices in the southern regions of Azerbaijan near Iran, and ballistic missiles
and UAV catching radar systems were installed in “Sitalchay”, located 50 km
from Baku®. In this context, Israel's attention to the southern regions of
Azerbaijan is particularly noteworthy?®.

Iran was convinced that the active cooperation between Azerbaijan and
Israel, especially in that period, was connected with Iran's nuclear program.
According to the military cooperation agreement with the cost of $1.6 billion
signed between Azerbaijan and Israel in 2012, Azerbaijan acquired various
types of unmanned aerial vehicles, anti-ship missile systems, various naval
weapons (Gabriel-5 anti-ship missile systems, Barak-8 anti-aircraft missile
systems, EL/M-2080 Green Pine Radioorientation systems , Shaldag Mk.5
patrol boats, Saar-62 patrol boats, Saar-72 rocket boats, Hermes-900
unmanned aerial vehicles, etc.)”. In response to a note of protest from the
Iranian Foreign Ministry against the transaction, Azerbaijani Ambassador to
Iran Javanshir Akhundov assured that "The weapons acquired from Israel are
not designed for Iran, but will be used in the war against Karabakh"*. During
his visit to Iran in March 2012, Azerbaijani Defense Minister Safar Abiev
assured the Iranian side that Azerbaijan would not take any "hostile" step
against Iran®.

It is noteworthy that shortly after S. Abiev’s visit to Teheran, Israeli
Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman announced at the end of his visit to Baku

24 Frenkel 2012, «Israel’s new ties to Azerbaijan worry neighboring Iran», Available at:
https://www.miamiherald.com/latest-news/article1939973.html accessed Jul 12, 2021.

% Rezazadeh 2014: 17.

% Panahi 2015: 61.

7 Asadi 2012: 13.

28 Robinson 2012: “Iran va Azerbaijan: Hamsayegan-e negaran” 2012, Available at:
https://www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2012/06/120609_123_Ip_neighbours_iran_azarbayjan_fr,
accessed April 22, 2021 (in Persian)

29 “Azerbaijan: ejaze hamle be Iran az harim-e khod nemidahim” 2012, Available at:
https://p.dw.com/p/14Jn0O, accessed April 22, 2021 (in Persian)
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that the issue of Iran was also discussed at the meeting with the President of
Azerbaijan. In addition, “Foreign Policy” bulletin reported that Israel had
received permission to use Azerbaijani airports to attack lran®°.

While Baku has made every effort to exclude the lranian factor in
Azerbaijan-Israel  military  cooperation, the Iranian  military-political
management has always been skeptical of Baku's assurances, claiming that
Israeli drones could easily be used for reconnaissance against Iran®. The
Minister of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics of Iran Hossein Dehghan also
mentioned that he had personally communicated with llham Aliev about the
Israeli drone that crossed the territory of Iran from Azerbaijan.

"We warned the Azerbaijani side and expressed our concern, but the
President of Azerbaijan did not accept it easily,” underlined the head of
defense authority of Iran®.

One of the reasons for the strained relations between Iran and Azerbaijan
regarding lIsrael is related to the attacks on lranian nuclear specialists in
Azerbaijan. The development of the nuclear program was one of the foreign
policy priorities of Islamic Republic of Iran during the presidency of Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad. The nuclear program was considered a means of ensuring the
independent functioning of Iran's political, economic and security systems.
That is why the attacks against Iranian nuclear scientists in Azerbaijan was
quite sensitive issue for Iran and had a negative impact on Iran-Azerbaijan
relations.

During interrogation, Jamali Fashi, who carried out the assassination of
Iranian scientist Masoud Ali Mohammadi, confessed that he had visited Baku
for several times and met with Israel's intelligence agency - Mossad
representatives®>.

30 Perry 2012, “Israel's Secret Staging Ground”, Available at:
https://foreignpolicy.com/2012/03/28/israels-secret-staging-ground/, accessed April 22, 2021.
31 Barry 2016: 64.

32 Kazemi, Heshmati 2017: 12 rahbord-e zed-e Irani-e Israel dar Azarbaijan”, Available at:
https://www.mashreghnews.ir/news/802200/, accessed April 22, 2021 (in Persian)

33 “Amel-e teror-e Ali Mohammadi be dar mojazat avikhte shod” 2012, Available at:
https://www.isna.ir/news/91022615326/, accessed April 22, 2021 (in Persian)
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Over the years, the perceptions of Iranian public and political circles on
Azerbaijan-Israel relations have changed. If in the early 2010’s Iran considered
the increasingly strengthening military cooperation between Azerbaijan and
Israel as a threat to its interests, and high-level public concerns were heard
about it in Teheran, then after 2013 as a result of positive changes in
Azerbaijan-lran relations Iran's approaches to Israel-Azerbaijan cooperation
changed.

Conclusion

e During Hassan Rouhani's presidency, as compared with Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad's governing period, positive developments took place in the
relations between Azerbaijan and Iran, and bilateral economic cooperation
strengthened. In addition to the military cooperation between Azerbaijan and
Israel, Iran has become increasingly concerned about the growing influence of
Israel in various spheres in Azerbaijan. Iran is particularly concerned about
the fact that Israel has managed to influence the decisions of the Azerbaijani
leadership on Iran. In order to weaken Israel's influence in Azerbaijan, Iran
replaced its policy of harsh response to Azerbaijan with economic cooperation.
Iran was more concerned about the growing influence of Israel in various
spheres in Azerbaijan than the use of a possible Israeli threat against Iran
from the territory of Azerbaijan, which has always been raised in the past.

e Azerbaijan tried to bring counter-argument against Israel-Azerbaijan
relations with Armenia-Iran relations.

e In order to weaken Iran's religious influence, Azerbaijan, on the one
hand, repressed the country's Shiite opposition leaders, and on the other
hand, Baku managed to obtain military-political support from Israel by
exploiting the Iranian-Shiite "threat".

e Studies show that a significant part of armament supplies from Israel
to Azerbaijan took place in 2009-2013, at a time when tensions between Iran
and Azerbaijan were at their peak.

e Azerbaijan put into turnover the thesis on “Comprehensive assistance
to Armenia by Iran” through its agents of influence for the purpose of
diverting the attention of the lIranian military-political leadership from the
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Azerbaijan-Israel strategic cooperation, as well as to influence Iranian public
opinion.

e According to Iranian experts, the strategic relations between
Azerbaijan and Israel have been established in the South Caucasus, in
particular due to Iran's wrong policy towards Azerbaijan. A discourse on Israel
is currently underway in a narrow circle of experts in Iran®. For example,
Faezeh Rafsanjani, the daughter of Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani
(1989-1997) (a prominent public figure who was imprisoned in 2012 for her
political activities), believes that Iran should take into account the fact that,
regardless of lIran's attitude towards Israel, Israel is recognized as an
independent country by UN. Israel not only exists as a state, but also has very
good relations with many of Iran's neighboring countries, with which, by the
way, Teheran also has good relations.

e Currently, if in the Middle East Iran more or less manages to control
the threats appearing from the proxy war with Israel, then on its immediate
border Iran is trying to avoid a direct confrontation with Israel. During the
Second Artsakh War, the transfer of Israeli UVC to the territory of Iran, and in
this regard, Iran's cautious statements are evidence of that.
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dupnwiubip £ ppwlywuwgpty, huy dinw Ynndhg Pwpyhtu hweonnyb) £ hpw-
twlwu-2hwjwlwu «uywnuwihpp» 2whwpybiny hupw)bihg nwqlwpwnw-
pwlwt wowlgnieinu unwuwy:

Nwnwuwuppnieniutpp thwuwnnd  Gu, np bupwitiihg Unppbiowu
uywnwghuntgjwu dwwnwwpwpnwutph Gpwuwlwih dwut hpwlwlwg-
g6 £ 2009-2013 pe., thon wu dwdwuwlwhwwywsdnd, bpp
hpwu-Unppbowt  hwpwpbpnyeniuutpnd  jwpdwoényeniup  hwubp  Ep
ququwpruwytinhu:
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Unppbowttu bpwunwd pp gnpdwywiutph dhongny bpwuh nwqdw-
pwnwpwlwu ntlwywpniypjwu nwnpnigintuu Unppbowu-hupw)t) nwg-
dwjwpwlywu hwdwgnpdwygnyeiniuhg otintiint, huswbu twl bpwuh hw-
uwpwywlwu Ywpdhph ypw wgnbint uywwnwyny opowtwnnipjwu dby L
npt| «Ppwup Ynndhg <wjwuwmwuptu gnigwpbipnn hwdwynndwuh wowy-
gnipjwu» dwuhtu phqp:

bPpwup thnpdwghunwlwu opowuwlubiph qguwhwwndwdp' Unppbgwuh
LW bupwbih dholt  nwgiwyjwpwlwu punyph hwpwpbpniegniuutipp
hwuwmwwnyby tu <wpwywihtu Yndywund, dwutwynpwwbu Unppbiswup
ujwwndwdp bpwup Jwpwd ufuw] pwnwpwlwunypwiu  wwwndwnny:
hpwunw ubpywjnwu thnpdwghwnwywu ubin opowtwyubpnd hupwtip
ptdwh 2npo nhuynipu £ pupwunwd: Oppuwy, PhL twhuwqwh <wybkidh
Nwuwuowuph (1989-1997 ppe.) nuinbp’ dSwbiqh Nwbuwugwuhp (hwypnup
hwuwpwlwlwt gnpdps £, pwnuwpwlhwl gnpdnibiingywt  wwydwnny
2012 . pwhipwpldby ) hwdngdwdp' bpwup wbwp £ hwodh wnuph wju
hpnnnyenitup, np wulwfu bupwitih ujuwwdwdp PhL YGpwptipdniuphg,
hupwjbip UUY-h Ynndhg dwuwswsd £ npwbu wulwfu Gpyhp, b wju ny
dhwju gnjnigyniu niup, wyl bpwup hwplwu Gpypubiphg owunbipp hGwn Jwy
hwpwpbipnyeniutbp nwuh, npnug htivn (Gthpwut b hp hbppht jwy hwpw-
pbpnieyniuubn niup:

Lbpywynwdu, trt Ubtpdwynp Uplubpnd bpwuhtu phs pb owun hw-
onnynud £ Ywnwywpt| hupwjbh htGwn ypnpuh wwwnbpwqdhg pfunn uwywn-
Uwippubipp, wwyw hp wudhowlywu uvwhdwuhtu bpwuu wdbu Ybpw thnp-
Gnwd E funwwihtp bupwitih htuin ninhn pwiunwhg: Upgwtujwu Gpypnpn
wwwnbpwquh pupwgpnd  hupwjjuywu  UfGU-ubph  wugnwt  bpwup
wmwpwdp U wjn wnusnygjwdp bpwup qgnwynp hwjwnwpwnpniegniuubipp
npw yywyniegyniuu Gu:
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TWO ARMENIAN PERSONAL NAMES WITH SAH ‘KING’
Hrach Martirosyan'

To the memory of Samvel Karapetyan

Abstract

There are a great number of Armenian compound personal names with the element
sah ‘king’ of Iranian origin (Middle Persian and New Persian sah ‘king’). It occurs: (1)
in both masculine and feminine names; (2) with both native Armenian and foreign
components; (3) either as the first or the second component; (4) often in doublet
forms with a reversed order of the components. For instance: masculine Sah-amir and
Amir-Sah, §ah—paron and Paron-Sah, Vahram-$ah; feminine: Sah-xat‘un and Xat‘un-
Sah, Sah-tikin. Also note masc. Sah-aziz vs. fem. Aziz-Sah, masc. Sult‘an-$ah vs. fem.
§ah—sult‘an, masc. Melik‘-$ah vs. fem. Sah-mele/ik? (the latter is sometimes
masculine, cf. Middle Persian > Syriac §c‘7h—mal/'k, also masculing®).

This paper aims to interpret two hapax legomena in which the component sah became
synchronically unanalyzable due to phonological changes. In one of them, sah is the
second member of the name (gen. Artamsin < *Artam-Sah/y-in), whereas in the other
it is the first one (Sast*i < *Sah-st*i ‘Sah-Lady’).

Keywords: Middle Persian, New Persian, Armenian, Sah-amir, Vahram-$ah, Sult‘an-
Sah, §ah—paron, Melik‘-sah.

1. Artamsah, gen.-dat. Artamsi-n
In an inscription from Hotromos (éirak), 1266 CE, one finds dative
Artamsin as the name of a relative of Mamukst ‘i (for the latter, see § 2)*. The

* The article was submitted on May 21, 2021: The article was reviewed on June 29, 2021.

! The research on which this work is based has taken place in the framework of the Project no.
P 27029-G23 of the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) carried out at the Institute of Iranian Studies
at the Austrian Academy of Sciences.

2 See A¢arAnjn s.vv.

3 Gignoux / Jullien / Jullien 2009: 129 Nr. 395.

4 Karapetyan 2015: 466; see also Alisan 1881: 26b; Kostaneanc 1913: 109.

158



BULLETIN « OF THE INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES « VOLUME | (XXXIV), ISSUE 1

nominative of this personal name (henceforth: PN) is not attested. Three
suggestions have been made for the nominative form:

o *Artamus (Alisan 1881: 182a);

 *Artamsah, with sah ‘king’ (AarAnjn 1, 1942: 304);

 *Artami$ (Karapetyan 2015: 466).

Below | will argue that A¢aryan’s reconstruction is the correct one.

This name, in my opinion, is based on *Artam from OIld Iranian
*R.ta*ma-: Elam. Ir-da-ma, Aram. ’rtm, Babyl. Ar-ta-am-ma-’ m., Gr.
(Egypt.) Aptaunc m., etc. The Iranian name is interpreted as *R_ ta- + *ama-
‘impetuosity, strength, power’, thus: ‘having power of/from R ta’ (cf. Av.
ama-, Skt. ama- ‘id.” ‘power’),> compare Arm. Arsam from the Iranian m. PN
*Rsama- < *rsa-ama- ‘having power of a man/hero’ with *r§an- ‘man, hero’, cf.
OPers. PN Rsama- [a-1-§8-a-m), Gr. Apocunc, Elam. Ir-Sa-um-ma, Aram. 'r§m, Lyc.
Arssama-, Babyl. Ar-Sa-am-ma-’, Ar-Sa-am-mu, Ar-§a-am®.

The auslaut of the Armenian name needs an explanation. One might start
with Aaryan’s *Artam-sah, with the well-known lIranian word for ‘king’
(Middle Persian and New Persian $ah ‘king’), which is also found as a PN not
only in Iranian languages but also in Arabic, Armenian, etc’. The intervocalic -
h- has been lost in the dative, which is the only attested form; thus:
*Artam$(sh)-in. This is confirmed by several clear examples such as Sahnsayi,
Sahansi and Sayinsi (genitives of Sahansah or Saha/insay) and Asusi (genitive
of Asusah)®. In a colophon from Van, 1460 CE® one finds f. PN Xat‘uns$-in

5 Alternatively, one assumes a two-stem short name *R_ ta-m-a- to *R_ ta-manah- ‘R ta-
minded’. For the forms, see Schmitt 1972: 87-89, 2002: 83 fn. 6, 2011: 101-102, 104; Huyse
1990: 37 Nr. 34; Tavernier 2007: 297; Zadok 2009: 102 Nr. 65; Schmitt / Vittmann 2013:
46-48. For the *ama-component, see also Martirosyan 2019: 332a on Amatuni.

6 Hiibschmann 1897: 27; A€azAnjn 1, 1942: 294; Brandenstein / Mayrhofer 1964: 106;
Mayrhofer 1977: 43, 1979: 12; Benveniste 1966: 85; Schmitt 1978: 23-25, 1982a: 375,
1982b: 18, 1998: 180, 2006: 77-80; Ayvazian-Terzian 1999-2000: 414; Zadok 2009: 86-87,
98.

7 Justi 1895: 271ff.; Hiibschmann 1897: 58f.; A€azAnjn 4, 1948: 102.

8 See Avagyan 1973: 298, 376-377.

9 See HayJezHis XV.2, 1958: 146.
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and m. PN Sult‘ans-in, which are the genitive-dative forms of Xat ‘unsah and
Sult ‘ansah frequently spelled also Xat ‘unsay and Sult ‘ansay' .

Decisive proof is provided in the very same inscription of Horomos, in
which Artamsin is followed by Varhamsin, which should be interpreted exactly
in the same way, viz. genitive-dative of Varhamsah.

One may wonder if Artumse attested in a post-1602 colophon and
reflecting Artumsah” belongs here too. Note that from the 12th century the
element Sah frequently yields Say (cf. above)2, thus $ah-n, with def. article -n,
and becomes *Say-n > $&-n. Compare Amirsé-n < *Amir-Sah/y-n and Surmansé-n
< *Surman-Sah/y-n in a colophon from the church called Tivriku Surb
Astuacacin, 1694 CE'3.

We may thus safely conclude that the nominative of Artams-in is indeed
Artam$ah, consisting of *Artam and sah ‘king’.

2. Sast'i

This is a f. PN only found in a colophon from the Kotbay monastery, 1289
CE, as the name of a sister of Dawit‘ and priest (k ‘ahanay) Vardan. It is not
recorded in ACarAnjn.

| interpret this name as consisting of sah ‘king’ and *st‘/ ‘Lady’™. The
latter member reflects Arab. sif(t)i ‘My lady, lady’ (cf. also NPers. sitti ‘My
lady, lady’'®) and is found in Armenian both independently (f. PN St or Sa/it ‘i)
and as the second component of such feminine compound names as:

Gohar-s(i)t i, with gohar ‘gem’, thus ‘Gohar/Gem-Lady’;

10 ACarzAnjn 2, 1944: 450 and 4, 1948: 583-585.

' A€arAnjn 1, 1942: 319.

12 Gyulbudatyan 1973: 114; Avagyan 1973: 298.

13 Srvandztyants T’A 1, 1879: 220; A€atAnjn 4, 1948: 590

4 HayJerHis XIlll, 1984: 621; Harutyunyan 2018: 210-211. | am indebted to Khatik
Harut‘yunyan for this information.

15 Martirosyan apud Harutyunyan 2018: 210 with fn. 56.

16 See Steingass 1892: 657a.
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Mam-st i, with- mam ‘mother’, thus ‘Mother-Lady’ (also Mamuk-st‘i, with
mamuk ‘grandmother’)"” .

These Armenian f. compound names are comparable with Gohar-tikin
and Mama-tikin respectively, both consisting of the same first members gohar
‘gem’ and mama ‘mother’, and the native Armenian word for ‘lady’, namely
tikin'® .

Thus, the f. PN Sasti can be interpreted as *Sah + st'i ‘Sah-Lady’ (with
assimilation $...s > $...5); compare Arm. f. PN Sah-tikin, with Arm. tikin ‘lady’
as the second member of this compound name™.

The striking parallelism between all these names can be observed in the

table below.

+ tikin ‘lady’ + st‘i ‘lady’
gohar ‘gem’ + Gohar-tikin Gohar-s(i)ti
mam(a) ‘mother’ + Mama-tikin Mam(uk)-st‘i
$ah ‘king’ + Sah-tikin *Sah-sti
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<U34ULUL PUNh ULALULNRL' SUL PUUMPRNY
<pws Uwpipppnujwt

Pwuwih pwnbp' Upsht wwpulipbt, Unp wwpulbpbt, hwibpbt, Cwh-wdpp,,
Ywhpwd-pwh, Unypwi-pwh, Swh-wywpnt, Ukihp-ywh:

Cwjwlywu dh 2wpp pwnwnpw] wuduwuniuubp nubu pwh pwnw-
nnhsp, np wpunwgninud £ wwpuybtiptu sah ‘wppw’ pwnp: Wu hwunhwnd £
wpwywu b hquywu wuduwuniuubipnd npwbu wnweht Ywd Gpypnpn pw-
nwnnhs, pun npnud’ ng dhwju ownwp dwgdwu pwnwnphsubiph hbw, wyl'
hwjwywu pwnwnpphsubiph, Ywd hwdbuiwu nbwu npwbu hwjwywaqd
wunwuubph pwnwnphs. twl' hwéwfu niubup unyu pwnwnphsubph hwyw-
nwl nwuwynpnipiniu: Opptuwy' wpwlwu Cwh-wdpp nu Udpp-pwh, Cwh-
wwpnb nu Mwpnb-pwh, dwhpwd-pwh. hqulwu' Cwh-fuwpmnt n luw-
pnib-pwh, Cwh-ipphpt: <ddwn. uwl' wpwlwu Cwh-wghq vs. hqulwu
Ughq-pwh, wpwlywu Unypwb-pwh vs. hquwu Cwh-uniypwb, wpwlywu
Uthp-pwh vs. hqulwu Cwh-dbit/pp (epohtuu bippbidu wpwwu k. hddw.
dhoht wwpulbtinbu > wunpbiptu Sah-malik, np unyuwbiu wpwlw k):

<nnywdnud ubpyuwywgynud Gu Gipynt wuduwuntt, npnugnd pwh pw-
nwnphsh ubpywynueiniup sh ghunwygynud. wyp funupny’ hugniuwywu gin-
thnfunipyniutiph Wwwnéwnny pwnwnpniejniup nwnpdb) b wupwihwug:

Unwohup <nnndnup 1266 pwlywuh wpdwuwagpniejwu dby dwnphwd
h nnwuwnp Uwdniyupp-h (wju wuduwudwu onipg wnbu hnnwsdh Gpypnpn
dwund) wqgulwuutiphg dtyh wunwu £, np npwéd b Upyrwdphts mpuywiu
hninqwalny: Ninnuywu hninqualh ybipwlywugudwu wnmwppbp thnpétip Gu
wpdb *Upywdng (Munun Uihgwt), *Upywd-pwh (Spugw USwnjwu) W
*Unywdpy (Uwdyb] Ywpwwbunyw): “Hpwughg wnwghuu ni Gppnpnp npuk
Ytipw sb&u hhduwynpynwd: Nwnwuwuppnieiniup gnyg £ nwihu, np wnwyb)
hwjwuwlwup *Upypwd-pwh wnwppbpwyu t, np Ubwnywup nunw £ hwp-
gwlwu tpwuny nt wnwug Ybpnidnipjwu:

Wn wuntup, wdbtwju hwwuwlwunyywdp, Ywaqdwsd £ *Upypwd
(hpwuwlwu *R_ ta@~ma-, bjwd. Ir-da-ma, wpwd. 'rtm, pwpb)|. Ar-ta-am-ma-’,
hnwu. [Bghwwnu] apraung) wpwywu wuduwunitupg W Jbpnhhowy pwh
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pwnuwnphshg: Uuwhuh pwnwnpnigniutbph ubnwywu-npwlwu hnpndw-
aubpnd hugniuwlywu Ypdwndwu wwwnbwnny pwh (Gppbdu’ pw)) punw-
nnhshg hwéwfu dund £ dhwju pwnwulgph 2-u, ophuwy' fuwpenitipwhy),
ubnwlwu-npwlwu fvwpnitp-pt;, Cwhwbpwh/), vbnwywu' Cwhwip-h L
Cuwjhtp-p: <tug <nnndnup wyn unyu wpdwuwgpnypjwu dte dtip puuni-
pjwu wnwpyw Upypwdy-pt duhu hwonpnnud £ dwhpwdpwh / dwp-
hwdpwh wuduwudwu dwphwdp-pti hninqudlp, npu wju Yuulwsd sh
pnnuntd, np Upywidppti-p *Upypuwdpwh wuduwuywu hninjwalu k:
Bpypnpnp Cwppeh hqulywu wuduwunituu k, np ywjjws £ dph dtnwghp
hhpwuwnwlwpwunwd (4nnp, 1289 p.): Wu, Ywpdnd Gd, ubplujugund |
*Cwh-uph pwnwnpnueinlup (2...u > 2...2 wnudwunipjwdp)' Yuqddws pwh
‘wppw’ b wpwpwlwu Swqdwu *uph ‘npypu’ (hddwn. Gnhwn-uph,
Uwd(niy)-uph W wju) pwnunphsutiphg, hddwn. unytu Junwwwpt wpunw-
gninn Cwh-iphypt wuduwuniup: Wu pwnwnphsubpny hqulywu wudtw-
uniuubph Junwwwpwiht  ubpnwotwynyeniup  hunwynpbu Gpund £

htnlyw| wnnuwynid:

+ tphlyhts + upph ‘nhyht’
gnhwp + Xnhwp-iphyht Gohar-u(h)ph
dwd(w) + Uwdw-ipphYyphts Uwd(nily)-uph
2wh + Cwh-ipphypts * Cwh-uph
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Abstract

The Caucasian Persian (Tat), being the only Southwest Iranian language, which is
descended from Early New Persian and is spoken in the eastern part of
Transcaucasus, is of great interest in the context of the study of the problems
related to areal and historical-comparative linguistics, as well as in concern of the
revision of issues related to historical contacts and interactions between Iranian
languages and peoples in Transcaucasus.

Keywords: Caucasian Persian, Iranian stratum, Middle Persian archaisms,
Northwest Iranian borrowings, Northwest Iranian substratum, Northern Talysh,
Southwest Iranian loans, Caucasian Persian inherited lexicon.

The study of the Caucasian Persian vocabulary shows that this language
has had active contacts with various non-lranian and Iranian languages in
different historical periods.

1. Southwest Iranian stratum, which includes:

e Inherited lexicon of Caucasian Persian, which is almost identical to
that of Early New Persian,

Middle Persian archaisms,

Direct or indirect borrowings from New and Modern Persian.
2. Northwest Iranian stratum, which includes:

Northwest Iranian substratum,

Lexemes of Northwest Iranian origin inherited from the Early New
Persian,
e Borrowings from the Talyshi.

* The article was submitted on June 27, 2021: The article was reviewed on July 21, 2021.
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Introductory notes

Caucasian Persian (Tati)!, which in different historical periods has been
in direct and indirect contact with both Iranian and non-Iranian, including
Arabic, Russian, Armenian, Caucasian and Turkic languages, is influenced
by all these languages, especially in the part of lexicon?.

The issue of the stages of the formation of the Caucasian Persian cannot
be considered completely resolved yet. However, both linguistic facts and
historical evidence confirm that, although the core of the language is Early
New Persian®, its formation and development must have taken place on the
fertile ground of other Western Iranian language or languages*.

In other words, on the one hand, there is a tangible presence of Middle
Persian, which is proved by a number of lexical archaisms preserved in
various, especially Central and Quba dialects®, on the other hand, there is a
substratum of a Northwest Iranian (NWI) dialect, the traces of which can be
seen in the dialects of this language, spoken in the regions of Ismayli and
Shamakhi. There is a strong linguistic basis for such an assumption, and the
relevant historical data and toponyms of historical Shirvan also confirm that
approach.® In addition, the southern border of historic Shirvan coincided
with the northern border of the spread of Northern Talysh, which suggests

' The Caucasian Persian language, also known as the Tat or Caucasian Tat language, at
present lacks a literary tradition and belongs to the south-western subgroup of Iranian
languages. Historically, it was widespread in the area, which approximately coincided with the
lands of the medieval Shirvanshah kingdom or the territories of Baku, Shirvan and Quba
khanates in the 19th century. Nowadays the Caucasian Persian is the native language of the
ethnic group of Iranian descent that is settled in the Apsheron, Baku, Sumgayit, Khizi, Siazan,
Shabran, Quba, Khachmaz, Ismailli and Shamakhi districts of the Republic Azerbaijan. In
various parts of the above-mentioned regions the Iranian-speaking population has different
endoethnonyms, such as Pars, Lohij, Dagli, and Tat (Miller: 1929).

2 See, e.g., Gryunberg 1961b: 11-23 and idem 1963: 112-113, also Voskanian 2016: 240-248.
3 Gryunberg 1961a: 106-114.

4 See, e.g., Tonoyan 2014: 193-197 and idem 2015a: 147-148.

% There is a widespread opinion, according to which the spread of Middle Persian towards the
north of Araks river was due to the Iranians, who as soldiers of the Sasanian army, appeared
in the northern parts of Transcaucasus in the 6th century AD to protect the borders of Iran
from the attacks and invasions of the northern tribes (Minorsky 1934: 697-700).

& Minorsky 1958: 13-20.
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that there must have been active contacts between Caucasian Persian and
Northern Talyshi languages in above-mentioned region. In this regard,
Veliyev-Baharli writes: “We know from history about the movement of the
Tats to the Caspian gates, the northern coastal region of Azerbaijan, where
they came into direct contacts with the Talysh people. However, this
connection was broken by the Turkic tribes, who wedged themselves like a
wedge between these two neighboring people, forcing them to leave
inaccessible mountains or continuously become Turks”’.

Taking into account the presence of Middle Persian lexical archaisms in
various dialects, as well as the possible traces left by the Northwest Iranian
languages, including the Northern Talysh, on the Caucasian Persian, the
examination of the Iranian lexical stratum of this language should be based
on the following points:

Southwest Iranian (SWI) stratum

1. The SWI stratum of Early New Persian lexicon should be considered
as a native lexical stratum in Caucasian Persian language. Moreover, only
words that bypass the phonetic laws specific to Caucasian Persian can be
considered borrowed from New and Modern Persian.

2. In all cases, if the lexeme existing in Caucasian Persian is Southwest
Iranian in phonetic form, but does not have such evidence in Early New and
Modern Persian, should be considered as Middle Persian archaism, which
has been preserved from some Middle Persian dialect in Caucasian Persian.

Northwest Iranian (NWI) stratum

If the Caucasian Persian word in its phonetic form is Northwest Iranian,
it could have appeared in that language in three following ways:

1. From the Early New Persian, where some of the Northwest Iranian
words were inherited from Middle Persian and are considered to be
Parthian borrowings, while others are directly derived from various
Northwest dialects. In this case, the proposed law is valid when the

7 Veliev-Baxarly 1921: 46.
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corresponding word is widely used and abundantly attested in classical
Persian.

2. From the Talyshi, if the corresponding word is defined as of
Northwest Iranian origin, is presented in the Tat dialects (Apsheroni and
Central) which are spoken relatively close to the spreadzone of Talyshi. In
addition, words of such type must exist in the corresponding or similar
phonetic form in Talyshi.

3. From any other language of the Northwest Iranian branch, on which
the Caucasian Persian or any of its dialects could be layered. In this case, it
is possible to assume and prove, based on the data of early Arab
historiography®, that some Iranian peoples, in particular Kurds and
Deylamits, appeared in Shirvan earlier than the spread of the Early New
Persian in the eastern part of Transcaucasus. A prerequisite for this point is
that the corresponding word should first be defined as of Northwestern
Iranian origin and be used in dialects far from the Talysh-speaking area, as
well as be absent in Talyshi.

SWI inherited lexicon in Caucasian Persian

Like other languages, the inherited lexicon of Caucasian Persian
includes mainly the native stock of words, which consists of:

e More than 200 simple verbs like bardan < Early NP burdan “carry”,
daran < Early NP dadan “give”, ¢iran < Early NP ¢idan “to gather, reap”,
amaran <Early NP @amadan “to come”, suxtan < Early NP suxtan “to burn”,
zaran < Early NP zadan “to hit”, biran < Early NP budan “to be”,
guftiran//kutiran < Early NP guftidan "to say", giiftan//giftan < Early NP
giriftan "to take" etc.

e A large number of animals, birds and plant names, such as xug “pig”
< Early NP xuk, giirg//girg® < Early NP gurg “wolf”, xargus < Early NP

8 See Jakubovskij 1926: 65, also Tonoyan, Sargsyan 2016: 262-272.

° j//ii and ii//i vowel changes typical for the Caucasian Persian dialects (cf. dil//diil “heart”,
giftan//giiftan “to get”, biristan//biiriistan “to roast, fry, bake”, diizd//dizd “robber, thief”,
pust//pist “back”), is one of the phonological features of the eastern dialect group of
Azerbaijani (e.g., bibi > biibii “paternal aunt”, sekil > sokiil “picture, form”, siz > siiz “you”,
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xargus “rabbit”, ruvi < Early NP robah “fox”, kalag < Early NP kalay
“crow”, sir < Early NP “lion”, sag//say < Early NP sag “dog”, as < Early NP
asb//asp “horse”, giov < Early NP grah “plant”, dar “tree” < Early NP dar
“wood”, talii < Early NP talg “thorn” etc.

e Names of some geographical and natural phenomena, celestial
bodies, seasons, times such as xak < Early NP xak “earth”, kuh // kiih <
Early NP koh “mountain”, dahar “cave” <Early NP dahar “rock, scar”, mah
< Early NP mah “moon”, dara < Early NP darra “canyon”, rah < Early NP
rah “way”, sahangum < Early NP $abhangam “evening”, zimistun < Early
NP zimistan “winter”, pariz < Early NP padiz “autumn”, zimilarz
“earthquake” (cf. Modern Pers. bamlarz), tagarg < Early NP tagarg “hail”,
ruz < Early NP roz “day”, sal < Early NP sal “year” etc.

¢ Kinship lexemes, such as may//moy//mé < Early NP madar “mother”,

€

piyar < Early NP pidar “father”, zan < Early NP zan “woman”, duxtar <

Early NP duxtar “gir

I”

, birar < Early NP baradar “brother”, xuvar <Early
NP x‘@har “sister”, birarzara < Early NP baradarzada “nephew, son of a
brother”, xuvarzara < Early NP x'‘@harzada “nephew, son of a sister” etc.

e Somatic lexemes, such as sar < Early NP sar “head”, gardun < Early
NP gardan “neck”, diis < Early NP dos “shoulder”, isgam < Early NP sikam
“belly”, diil < Early NP dil “heart”, ruru < Early NP rida “intestine”, &iim <
Early NP casm “eye”, angiist < Early NP angust “finger”, piist < Early NP
pust “back” etc.

e Numerals, pronouns, qualitative adjectives etc.

SWI loans

Modern Persian and Caucasian Persian, as descendants of early New
Persian, naturally have a huge number of words with the same phonetic

sifot >siifst “face” etc.). The easternmost border of this vowel change is Tirkan in the
Apsheron peninsula, westernmost is Birinci arsbcsbirli in Goycay district, southernmost is
Xol Qarabucaq in Neftcala, and northernmost is Xudat in Xachmaz district, that coincide
almost exactly with the borders of the area where Caucasian Persian was spoken.
Consequently, it could be regarded as a result of Caucasian Persian phonological influence on
the Baku dialect of Azerbaijani (Tonoyan 2019: 370-371).
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form that cannot be considered Persian borrowings in Caucasian Persian.
However, there are certain phonetic laws that are specific only to Caucasian
Persian, and therefore the exceptions to these laws should certainly be
considered Persian borrowings in Caucasian Persian.

The above-mentioned laws are as follows:

1. Old Iranian dental *-t- shifts to -r- in intervocalic position, while in
Early NP it shifts to -9- (>-d-),

2. Old Iranian labio-dental *v- is preserved in anlaut, while in Early NP
initial *v- shifts to b-.

If these historical phonetic laws are taken as a basis, then the following
words of Caucasian Persian should be considered as borrowings from New
Persian directly or in some cases indirectly through Azerbaijani. The
following are examples of this group:

Lah. haftod “seventy” (< Early NP haftad < Olr. *haftati-),

Lah. hastod “eighty” (< Early NP hastad < Olr. *astatr-),

Lah. navad “ninety” (<Early NP navad < Olr. *navatr),

Lah. xudo “God” (< Early NP xuda < Olr. *xwataya-),

AbS. bahar “spring” (<Early NP bahar < Olr. *vahara-),

AbS. $ad (in other dialects sar) “happy” (< Early NP s@d < Olr. *$yata-),

AbS. Sudan “to be, to become” (< Eartly NP sudan < OP. suta- (past
participle),

Abs. piyada “on foot” (< Early NP piyada),

bist (in all dialects) “twenty” (< Early NP bist < Olr. * visat-)

banésa (in all dialects) “violet” (<Early NP banaf3a < Olr. *vana-vaxsa-'°),

burun (in all dialects) “rain” (< Early NP baran < MP varan).

MP archaisms

There are a number of lexemes used in different dialects of Caucasian
Persian, which have phonetic appearance typical of SWI languages, but have
no evidence in New Persian. At the same time, it should be noted that some
of these words are attested in Middle Persian. Therefore, taking into account

10 Miiller 1893: 368.
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the above-mentioned two points, they can be considered as Middle Persian
archaisms in Caucasian Persian.

The following are two examples of Middle Persian archaisms in
Caucasian Persian:

zafru “down, under” (cf. MP zurf’, Parth. Zafr”?> and NP Zarf, which is a
NWI loan in NP) < Olr. * jafra- “deep”

hami “summer” (Qub. homi, Lah. homin, Abs., Smk. and Central hami)
< MP hamin®™ < Olr. * hamina-"*.

NWI substratum and borrowings

As was mentioned, words of NWI origin could appear in Caucasian
Persian in three main ways:

1. Northwest Iranian, probably Deylamit substratum

2.Early New Persian

3.Talyshi language

In regard to the classification of the Northwest Iranian lexical
substratum and borrowings according to the mentioned three groups which
are left for further detailed examination, it should be mentioned that any
word in Caucasian Persian can be placed under this group if it complies with
the following historical phonetic laws:

¢ The preservation of Old Iranian labio-dental *v- in anlaut

e The shift of the Old Iranian predental-prepalatal consonants *3j-(/-3-)
and *¢-(-¢-) to predorsal-prepalatal Z in anlaut and intervocalic position.

In addition to the words corresponding to these two points, this group
may include those words which do not exist in Classical and Modern Persian
but are present in the neighboring Talyshi or other Northwest Iranian
languages and have other phonetic features specific to the languages of the
Northwest Iranian branch.

' Nyberg 1974: 232.

12 Durkin-Meisterents 2004: 198.

13 Mackenzie 1986: 41.

14 Rastorgueva, Edelman 2007: 351.
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The following examples of this group are:

varf “snow” (cf. Gil. varf, Tal. vos, Kas. vafr // fafr, Early NP barf) <
Olr.*vafra-,

var (Lah. vor) “wind” (cf. Tal. vo, Gil. va, Maz. va//vo, Early NP bad) <
Olr.*vata-,

valg “leaf” (cf. Tal. velg, Gil. velg, Maz. varg//valg //valk, Early NP
barg) < Olr.*varka-

virixtan (AbS. gurixtan) “to flee” (cf. Tal. vite, Early NP gurixtan) < Olr.
*vi-rag¢a-

vini “nose” (cf. Gil. vini, Tal. vini, Maz. veni) < Olr. *vaina-ka (cf. Av.
vaena-)

ZuZi “ hedgehog” (cf. Tal. ZaZe, Early NP ZuZ(a), MP zuzak) < Olr.
*Ja/ujaka-

tiZ “sharp” (cf. Tal. tiZ, Parth. téZ, Early NP tiz (<MP téz) <Olr. *taija-

giZ “madman” (cf. Tal. giz, Kd. giZ, Early NP g&3j) < Olr. *gaiza-

The words phonetically of Northwest Iranian origin are numerous in
Caucasian Persian and are not limited to the given list. There are some
words of NWI origin not included in the list, which also are borrowings
from Talyshi, e.g. kila “girl” found in the Lahiji and Shamakhi dialects and
delna “woman” used in the central dialect®.

As a summary, it should be noted that although Caucasian Persian is a
SWI language, but in different historical periods has had active contacts with
various NWI languages, traces of which are preserved in the lexicon of this
language. The proposed methodology for classifying NWI strata can be
revised after the publication of new dialect data. A more detailed study of
existing dialects and the publication of new material in the future could make
it possible to review the methodology proposed in this article for the
classification of NWI strata of Caucasian Persian.

15 Tonoyan 2015b: 76.
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Abbreviations
Apsh. Apseron dialect (Caucasian Persian)
Av. Avestan
Gil. Gilaki
Kash. Kashani dialect
Kd. Kurdish
Lah. Lahty dialect (Caucasian Persian)
Maz. Mazandarani
MP Middle Persian
NP New Persian
NWI Northwest Iranian
OoP Old Persian
Olr. Old Iranian
Parth. Parthian
Qub. Quba dialect (Caucasian Persian)
Shmkh Shamakha dialect of Caucasian Persian
SWiI Southwest Iranian
Tal. Talyshi
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Uh 2UuLh HhSUrunkyU 4NYLHUU3UL NUrvuGrsLh
PUAUMNUCUrh PPULUWHUL CEPSh (FUMERENEL) DUGUUL CSNRMR

Upyynd Sntinjuti

Pwuwh pwnbp' Unfywuwt wwpulbpbt, hpwbwlwt sbpg, dhopti wwpuljw-
Gwt htwpwbnieynibblin, hnwpuwpldpwhpwiwlwt thnfuwnnygynititip, hynt-
uvhuwplbdipwhpwbwywh Gupwobny, hniuhuuwght pwihobnbl, hwpwywpldywh-
pwbwlwl thnpuwnnieynibbin, Yndyuwwt wwpulyuwlwi pbply punwquitid:

UnJywujwu wwpuybipbup (pPwpebtnptu), |hutin Wupynyywuh wplb)-
Jjwu hwwnywénid funuynn hpwuwwu [Ggniubiphg dhwyp, np wwunlwuntd
E npwug hwpwy-wpudnjwtu Gjninht b ubpnud £ Jun unp wwpuybiptuhg,
dtd hbwnwppppnieiniu | ubpyujugund W wpbwwihu (Ggwpwuniejw,
W hwnjwwbu ywndwhwibdwunwywl |Gqupwunipjuu, hpwuwywu
(iqnubiph U npwug Ypnn dnnnynipnutiph dhol ywndwYwu othnwdubph W
thnfuwqnbignieiniuiph nunwduwuhpniejwu hwdwunbipunnid:

Unywujwu wwpuybiptuph pwnwwwowph nwunduwuhpnieniup pw-
gwhuwjnnud k dbpohupu' huswbu ng hpwuwlwu, wjuwbu b hpwuwywu
(iqnuutiph htivn niubigwd wnuswygnieiniuutiph b Ypwd wqnbignieiniuutiph
wmwppbp 2Gpinkp, npnup wpryniup G huswbu Unpwgnyu, wjuwbu k|
wwwndwlwu wybiih ywn oppwtubpnd pupwgwd sthnwdubph L thnfuwg-
nbgnipjniuubiph:

<nnywond ubipluwjwgywsd Gu dh pwuh nhnwpynwubp Yndyuujw
wwpuybpbuh W npw pwppwnubph hpwuwlwu 26pnp wpptpwlydwu
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onipg: Wu (tiquh pwnwwwwph nunwibwuhpniejniup eny) b nwihu hpw-
Uwlwu dwaqdwu pwnbph hwdwp wnwownytip nwuwlwnpgiwu hbunbyw|
dnnbip

1. Qwpwjwpldnwhpwuwlw kpn, nph dby dnunwd &U'

e  UYndywujwt wwpulybptuh puhYy pwnwqwudp, npp gpbpet unyuw-
Ywu £ Jwn unp wwpuybtiptuh htiw,

e Uhohtu wwpuybiptu huwpwunyeyniuutipp,

e Unp L dwdwuwlwyhg ywpuytiptiuhg wpywd ninhn Ywd dhounp-
nwynpqwd thnfuwnnipjniutbpp:

2. {nwhuwpldnwppwwlwi stpn, nph dbg dunund Bu'

e Uhusl |Ggyp duwynpnudp wnyjw| tnwpwdpnid funujwd nplk hjni-
uhuwpldwnhpwuwywu |qyhg Ywd |Ggniubiphg wwhwwujws b hGnw-
gujnud Ynyywujwu wwpuybpbuht wugwsd pwnwihu Gupwobinw:

e Lbgyp dLwynpdwt wn 2powund qwn unp wwpuybpbuhg dw-
nwugywd hjnwuhuwpbdwnwhpwuwlwu pwnbip:

(Gwihotiptiuhg Yuwwnwpywsd thnfuwnnypniuutin:
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UhbURYU3PL GhSUIN1INY LUPMPYUD <L GUU
urcdsLUughSNh@3UL hLUShSNRhSh <PULUHU UL
50-uUu3uubhu

2021 p.-h hnwhuh 24-hu << FUU bwjuwgwhnyjwl Uhuwnbiph Yinp
nwhihtnu ujwgwy << FUU wplbjwghwnnigjwu huunpwnunh hhduw-
nppiwu SO0-wdjwyhu udhpywéd «UpLbijwghunniypjwu wpnh hhduwhuunhp-
ubip» funpwgpny hnpbywuwlwu dhowqquwihu ghinwdnnny, npp Yuqdw-
ytpwt Ep << FUU wplbjuwghwnnigjwu huunhwnnunp:

SGhunwdnnnyphu ubipyw thu << FUU wplbjwghwnyejwu huunhwnnt-
wnh wnwowwnwp hGunwgnunnubp, ybpindwlywu wwppbip YGunpnuubiph
htinwgnunnutp, << ghwnwlwu, nwniduwlwu, ghunwhbunwgnunwywu
wnwppbip hwunwwnenibubph dwutwgbnubp, huswhupp Bu << SUU
wwuwdniejwlu huunpwunnunh  wnuoptiu, << GUU  wlwntdhynu Uonwn
Ubipnuyjwup, << SUU huwghunnypjut b wqqugpnigjwt huunphunnwnh
wnuoptit, << FUU pnrwyhg wunwd Mwyt; UYtnphujwup, ML Upubi-
wghwnigjwu  dwynyunbimh  bwpuyhu  nblwu, wpnpbunp  Snipgbiu
Ubhpjwup, <wjng ginwuwwunipjwl pwugwpwu-huunmhwnninh wnuopbu,
W.g-n- <wpnpiniu Uwpnipjwup, UwnbUwnwpwuh wmuonpbt, w.q.n. Yw-
hwu Stp-Lunurywup, Enwhund << nbuywu Uppwly ®njwnywup, hh<
nwuwwuntejwu dowynyeh YGunpnuh wnuoptiu <nubihtu (Fwpwprwpwhl,
<L YUU G4UY nuoptu Updtu Uwpquywup W wynp:

Pwgdwu funupny hwuntiu lwy << SUU hwjwghunnypjwu b hwuw-
pwlwlwu ghwnyeniuubph  pwdwudniuph  wlwnbdhynu-pwpunninun
3niph Unijwpjwup: Nnonyuh funup hntight << GUU  wlwnbdhynu
Nwnphy Uwpwhpnuywup b << FUU wpubjwghwniegjwt huunpunnunh
wnuopbt w.qg.e. MNnpbpn Twqunuun:

hp funupnd Uplubjwghwnnigjwtu huunhwnnunh wntopbu Mnpbipn w-
qunwup 2bowntg, np <wjwunwup Yugdnd £ wplbph dwu, hwybGnd’
«dtup wplbph dnnnynipn Gup b wwpunwynp Gup (wy nwnwduwuhpbip
wplbpp W wpbbiph dnnnnipnutiphu»: Lw pungdtig bwl dhowqgquwihu
ghnwlwu Ywnnygubph hbn Yuwbp hwunwwmbine Yuplnpnigynut ni
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wuhpwdbownnieiniup - wplbjwghwnnyejwtu  Uywwndwdp  hwjwghnwywu
dnwnbignidubpp wpunwhwubiine bW nmwpwdtiint inbuwuyyniupg:

Ginyeny hwunbu Glwu << FUU wplbjwghuniejwu huunhwninp
Uwfuypu wuoptuubp << FUU enpwyhg wunwd Lhynw) <nyhwuthu-
jwup b €< FUU wywnbdhynu Mnpbu Uwdpwunjwup:

Shwwdnnnyh pupwgpnd ntinh niubguwy << FUU Jwuwmwlwgnptph,
wwuwyngpbiph b UplubGjwghwnigjwu huunhunnunh punphwlwjwgptpp
hwudunid:

2tynigndubpny hwunbu Gywu' Y AU <bnwydnp wplbph huuwnp-
wnwnh nuopbit, w.g.n. Ujtiputy Uwuindp «Lutwpynwiutip wpbbjughwunnt-
pRJwl qungqwgdwu ninhubiph dwuht, nwuwlwuh W Unpwpwpniejniuutiph
dhol» pEdwiny, M1 GU Uplubjwghwnnigjuu huunpwnuwnh thnfuntontiu,
W.g.e. Utipuwunp Ujwynyp «Mnuwumwtjwu huwghunyeiniup Ynglyw-
unwd 21-pn nwph uygphu» qynygny, Ynnubih “byLhath wudwu Ypwu-
wmwuh &bnwgptph wqgqwiht YGunpnuh wywag ghwnwfuwwnn, w.q.n.
Fuwpniww Swihphunwayhipt «Cwjudwynipph Ywnnigwédpp b wnwus-
Uwhwwyniejniuutipp» pdwiny, MV Ynipwuh hwdwuwpwuh nbyunnpp
wnwoht wnbnwlwy, ung.q.n. Gtidhp fuwgnipndp «Gphnwuwpnnieniup
hwdwptuwphwjht b nbnwywu pwgqdwkeuhy hwupnypenwd. unghwjwywu
(wpywdnipjwu unp nhwnwuynuubip» pHdwjny, << SUU Uh Upbbywu
wnpjnipughnnijwu b wwwndwgpnigjwt pwduh Juphs, w.g.n. Uquun
Pngnjuup «Lwyng tytintightu Shtgbpwlywu GYytintgnt uyphpwwbnwywu
hwdwlwnpgnd b wjpnipbiuh unbinddwu upwuwynientup» pGdw)ny:

Ginyputipn hwuntu lwu twl << FUU U Lphunnuyu Upubiph
pwduh Jwnhs, w.q.n. Utipuwu <wynpjwup, ny ubipluwjwgptg «4nyyuwu-
jwu Unjwuph pwgwynpnipjniund pphunnubingejuwt wywonnuwlwu pu-
nniudwt pwagpdwu dwupu (313-315 pR.)» rGdwiny qtynygp, << FUU
uh bpwup pwduh Jwphs, w.g.p. Snhwp bulwunwpwup «bpwuntd
UUL-h nwguwydwpnipjwu gnpdhpwlywqdp 1950-60-wlywu pwlwuut-
phu» qtiynygny, puwunwu - Gypwupw pwnwpwlwu b nwqdwywpw-
Ywu hGunwgnunienituubph funphpnh wuoptu, p.g.p. Uhtp Uwhwlyjwup
«2puwuwnnwup W (Gnipphwu thnthnfuynn wofuwphwlwnpgnud» phdwny,
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<L GUU Ub fenipphwih pwdup qwphs, w.g.p. £phunhut Ukjpnujwup
«lunphpnw-pnipppwywtu  hwpwpbpnieniuubpp 1941 e. (pun MHF UKL
wpfuhqwjht thwunwenebiph)» qtiynygny, U ghnwdnnnyp tqpwihwlbg
<< YUU Uh Uhowqgguiht hwpwpbpnipniuubph pwduh quphs, w.q.p-
Gyw Lwpnpniyywuh Gnypp  «Bwwnupwih  dEpdwynpwplbipwu
pwnwpwywunipinitup 2015 . wuynwugnipjwl ophuwagdh punniunwihg
htiunn» phdwny:

Shwwdnnnyh 2powtwyubpnd <& FUU wplubjwghwnniejwu huuwnp-
wnunp hwdwgnpdwygniejwu hnwgpbp unnpwgptg Ynnubh 4kt h-
abh wujwu ypwgwlwu dbnwagnpbiph wqgquwihu Ytuwnpnuh, MY Ynipwp
whwnwywu hwdwpuwpwup b Y Shunnegynwiubph wywntdhwih <Gnw-
ynp wplbph huuinhwnunp hbiwn:

Qhwnwdnnnyp (nuwpwudby £ opuswybu nbnp' hwwywu jpundw-
dhgngubipnud - wyuwtiu £ dhowqquiht npny  plippbipnu,  huswhupt £
Uwnwdpniynud nyu inbuunn hwjwwnwn «Uwpdwpw» pwnwpwywu hw-
uwpwwlwu opwebpep (hnnuw' https://www.normarmara.com/arsiv2021-
1/240621lu.html):
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE DEDICATED TO THE 50™
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INSTITUTE OF
ORIENTAL STUDIES OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF
THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

Jubilee international conference dedicated to the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA took place on
June 24, 2021, in the Round Hall of the Presidium of NAS RA, entitled
"Contemporary Issues of Oriental Studies" which was organized by the
Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA.

Attending the conference were leading researchers of the Institute of
Oriental Studies of NAS RA, researchers of various analytical centers,
specialists of various scientific, educational and research institutions of the
RA, such as Director of the Institute of History of NAS RA academician of
NAS RA Ashot Melkonyan, Director of the Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnography Corresponding member of NAS RA Pavel Avetisyan, former
Dean of YSU Faculty of Oriental Studies, Professor Gurgen Melikyan,
Director of the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute, Doctor of Historical
Sciences Harutyun Marutyan, Director of Matenadaran, Doctor of Historical
Sciences Vahan Ter-Ghevondyan, RA Ambassador to Tunisia Doctor of
Historical Sciences Arshak Poladyan, Director of the Cultural centre of the
Embassy of IRl Dr. Hosein Tabatabai, Director of the ISEC of NAS RA Dr.
Armen Sargsyan and others.

Yuri Suvaryan, Academician-Secretary of Division of Armenology and
Social Sciences of NAS RA made the opening speech followed by the
greeting speeches of Academician of NAS RA Radik Martirosyan and
Director of the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA Candidate of
Historical Sciences Robert Ghazaryan.

In his speech Robert Ghazaryan stressed that Armenia is in actuality
part of the East, adding that "we are eastern people, so, we must study the
East and its people very well". He also emphasized the importance and
necessity of establishing contacts with international scientific organizations in
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terms of exporting and spreading Armenological approaches to Oriental
Studies.

Speeches were made by former directors of the Institute of Oriental
Studies of NAS RA Nikolay Hovhannisyan, Corresponding Member of NAS
RA, and Ruben Safrastyan, Academician of NAS RA.

During the conference certificates of honor and letters of gratitude
from the Institute of Oriental Studies were awarded.

Reports were made by Alexey Maslov - Director of the Institute of the
Far Eastern Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Doctor of Historical
Sciences, on the topic "Discussions on the paths to the development of
Oriental Studies: between classics and innovations", Alexander Skakov -
Deputy Director of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy
of Sciences, Candidate of Historical Sciences, on the topic "Russian
archaeology in the Caucasus at the beginning of the 21st century”, Khatuna
Gaprindashvili - Senior Researcher at the Korneli Kekelidze Georgian
National Centre of Manuscripts, Doctor of Historical Sciences, on the topic
"The structure and original part of Armenian Synaxarion", Temir Khagurov —
First Vice-Rector of the Kuban State University of RF, Doctor of Social
Sciences, on the topic "Youth in a global and local multiethnic society: new
perspectives of social tension"”, Azat Bozoyan - Head of the Department of
Eastern Sources and Historiography of the Institute of Oriental Studies of
NAS RA, Doctor of Historical Sciences, on the topic "The Armenian Church
in the hierarchical system of the Ecumenical Church and the significance of
the creation of the Alphabet".

Speeches and reports were also made by Aleksan Hakobyan - Head of
the Department of the Christian Orient of the Institute of Oriental Studies of
NAS RA, Doctor of Historical Sciences, on the topic "On the dating of the
official adoption of Christianity in the kingdom of Caucasian Albania (313-
315)", Gohar Iskandaryan - Head of the Department of Iran of the Institute
of Oriental Studies of NAS RA, Candidate of Historical Sciences, on the topic
"Toolkit of the US strategy in Iran in 1950s-1960s", Mher Sahakyan -
Director of “China-Eurasia” Council for Political and Strategic Research,
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Candidate of Political Sciences, on the topic "China and Turkey in a
changing world order", Christine Melkonyan - Head of the Department of
Turkey of the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA, Candidate of Historical
Sciences, on the topic "Soviet-Turkish relations in 1941 (based on archival
materials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation)", and
the conference was concluded by the report of Eva Harutyunyan - Head of
the Department of International Relations of the Institute of Oriental Studies
of NAS RA, Candidate of Historical Sciences, on the topic "Japan’s Middle
East policy following the adoption of the Security Bill in 2015".

Within the framework of the conference, the Institute of Oriental
Studies of the NAS RA signed memorandums of cooperation with the Korneli
Kekelidze Georgian National Centre of Manuscripts, the Kuban State
University of the Russian Federation, and the Institute of Far Eastern Studies
of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

The conference was covered both in the local Armenian media and in
some international newspapers, such as the Istanbul-based socio-political
daily newspaper "Marmara" (available at:
https://www.normarmara.com/arsiv2021-1/240621lu.html).
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trhSUUUMt Ure46LUSESLEN P 41-MF GhSUIN1INY

U.p. hnihuph 9-hu << FUU wpubjwghwnnigjw huunpunninnid Yujw-
gwy Gppunwuwpn wpubjwgbnutph 41-pn wdbbwdjw ghnwdnnnyp, npp
udppdwd Ep << FUU wpubjwghwnygjwu huunpunnunh <pu Upubipp
pwduh wnwowwnwn ghunwofuwwnnn, w.q¢.n., wypndbunp, Juuwmwlwowwm
hwjwgbtivn Wpnwl Undupuywsh hhpwwnwyhtu: Pwgdwt funupny hwunbu
GYwy huunhwnunh ntopkit, w.q.e., nngtiuin Mnpbipn Twqupjwup:

SGhunwdnnnyhu ubpyw Ehu W nnonyup funupnd hwunbu Glwu <LK
QUU <LYP wywntdhynu-pwpwnininup, << FUU wlywntdhynu 3nipp
Uniwpwup, << GUU  wpubjwghwnnigjuwtu  puunhwnunh  wnuoptiup
funphpnwywu, << FUU pnrwyhg wunwd Lhynw) <ndhwuuhujwup, <<
GUU wwuwndniejwu huunmhwnunh nuoptu, << FUU wlywnbdhynu Uonwn
Ubpnujwup, 6M< ywwdnigjwu dwyninbinh nlw, w.g.n., ypndtunp
EnhYy Uptwujwup, << FUU wpubjughunnypjwu huunhwunnunph <hu Upubi-
ph pwduh Jwphs, w.g.n., ypnptiunp Upwd Lnujwup: Lpwup hpbug
funupnwd pwpdp quwhwwnbight Upwnwy Unduhujwup wywunp wwundw-
ghwnipjwu qupgqugdwu wuwwpbgnd' uplunpbingd wju Gquyp dwnwu-
ghip)ntup, np pnnt| £ ywwdwpwup hwonnpn ubipniunutiphu:

Shwwdnnnyht  dwutwygblight onipg 40 ghunwgfuwwnnnubip, dw-
ghuwnpnuubip, wuwhpwuwnubip <wjwunwuh nwppbp ghnwywu b Yppw-
Ywu hwunwwnnipniuutiphg: Uwutuwyhgutiph qtiynignwdutiph phidwubpp
yGpwpbpnw Ehu wwppbp wpnh hhduwfuunhpubph, wwpniuwynd thu
ghunwlwu unpnyp, huy Ginypubipu wsph Ehu puyunwd npwagpwyniejwdp
U ghunwywunypjwdp:

Shwwdnnnyh wwpunptu inbinh niubgwy wdthnthnd b ywjwgnpbiph
hwudund:

Shwwdnnnyhtu ubpyuyugwsd jwywgnyu gblynignudubpp Yhpwwnw-
pwlybu << FUU wpbbjuwghnnyejwu huunpwnnunp' «Utipdwynp Uplbp.
wwwndnipyntl, pwnwpwywunyentu, dawynye» ghunwlwu hnnywdubiph
dnnnywoénth hbppwywt hwdwnpnud:
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THE 41™ CONFERENCE OF YOUNG ORIENTALISTS

The 41 Annual Conference of Young Orientalists was held at the
Institute of Oriental Studies of the National Academy of Sciences of the
Republic of Armenia on July 9, 2021. It was dedicated to the memory of
Artak Movsisyan, honored Armenologist, leading researcher of the
Department of Ancient Orient of the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA,
Doctor of Sciences (history), professor. Robert Ghazaryan, the director of
the Institute made an opening speech.

Yuri Suvaryan, Academician-Secretary of the Division of Armenology
and Social Sciences of NAS RA, academician of NAS RA; Nikolay
Hovhannisyan, advisor to director of the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS
RA, Corresponding Member of NAS RA; Ashot Melkonyan, director of the
Institute of History of NAS RA, Academician of NAS RA; Edik Minasyan, dean
of the Faculty of History of YSU, Doctor of Sciences (history), professor; and
Aram Kosyan, Head of the Department of Ancient Orient of the Institute of
Oriental Studies of NAS RA, Doctor of Sciences (history), professor were
present at the conference and made opening speeches. In their speech, they
highly appreciated Artak Movsisyan’s contribution to the development of
historiography, emphasizing the unique legacy that the historian left to
future generations.

The conference was attended by about 40 researchers, graduate and
postgraduate students from different scientific and educational institutions of
Armenia. The topics of the participants’ reports were related to various
current issues, contained scientific novelty, and the speeches were
remarkable and were distinguished by scientific approach.

At the end of the conference certificates were handed out.

The best reports presented at the conference will be published in the
next issue of the collection of scientific articles of the Institute of Oriental
Studies of NAS RA - “Near East: History, Politics, Culture”.

187



PULPEN » UNEUELUShSNR@BUL hLUShSNRSHh « LUSNM | (XXXIV), KUUUN 1

188



BULLETIN « OF THE INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES « VOLUME | (XXXIV), ISSUE 1

<U36M6L 64 MUGNEL USANRPELLEND LUSPLUSUN

TrururankuLer
THE LATIN TRANSLITERATION OF THE ARMENIAN AND RUSSIAN
ALPHABETS
Qwybiptu Armenian Pyccrnii Russian
Transliteration Transliteration
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nh1e38Nh38 <61hLuuLtrh <uvur

«Pwuptip Upbbjwghunygjwtu huunhwnnunh» dwnbuwwpp hpwwnwpwyynd £
<< YUU Upubjwghnnyguu huunhunnunnd 1960 p.-hg: Ghunwlwu wwppbpw-
Ywup pungpynud £ <wpwy-wpldujwt Uuhwh Gpyputiph hh b dheht nwipkiph,
unp b unpwqnyu dwdwuwlubph Wwwdnipyjwu, huswbu twl wnpjnipughwnni-
Pjwu b pwbwuppnipywu hwpgbph Ytpwpbnwi hbunwgnunnieiniuutip: 2qwih wnkin
£ hwunugywd twl nmwpwdwopowuh pwnwpwlwu qupgugnuiubph, dhowgqujhu
hwpwpbipnyeniututph W wyp hhduwfuunhpubpp (nuwpwunygywup: Mwppbpwywunwd
hpwwwpwyynwd U twb wotuwwnnyeniuubp udppywd Uuhwih W {nwhuwihu
UdphYwyh wy] tnwpwdwopgwuubph dhol hwpwpbipnieniuubphu:

Muppbpwlwuh hnnwdubipp  hpwwwpwyynd Gu  hwbpbu, nnwbpbu,
wugptu b wy BYpnuwlwu |Ggniubpny:

Muwppbrpwywup |nyu £ wnbuund nmwpblwu 2 wuqud: <nnwdubpp hwp-
Ywynp b ubplujwgut; ndjw; nmwpdw wnweoht hwdwph hwdwnp' dhus ndjug
nwpyw dwyhup 15-p, huy Gpypnpn hwdwpp hwdwp' dhusl ubwynbdpbph 15-p:

Muppbpwlwupt hnnwdubp Ywpnn Gu ubpluwjwgub] dhwju ghnwlw
wumphfwu niubignn  hbunwgnunnubpp  (@hywlwt  wuphbuwt  sniignnbibpp'
dhuyti udpwgpnipywts npnpdwdp):

dnnnwdnth wwownnuwlwu Yuypkop' http://www.orientcpnme.am, Eialupn-
Uwjhu hwugbt' journal@orient.sci.am:

<nnywdstbpht uplyuywgynn wwhwigtbp
Lwplwynp £ npwbugh hbnpuwyubpp hpbug hnnjwédubipp hwdwwwwnwu-
fuwubgubu «Pwupbip wplbjwghwnnyejwu huunpwnunh» wwppbpwlwuh ndwjhu
hbnlyw| wwhwuoubpht!'

<nndwéh Swywyp whyp E hup dhtis 15 ko' ubpwnywy bwl wdihnghnidabpp
b gpwlwtnpynip (wybgh J66 Swywip' fudpwagnnipywt npnpdwdp):

1. Ennpjwéh qwpduépp ubpyuywgub) W EGYunpnuwihu (Word - doc, docx),
U pnRewhtu wwpptpwlubpny (Gplwuhg nnppu, Ywd wpnwuwhdwuhg ninuipy-
Jnn hnndwdubpp' Jhwju biGYwpnuwiht nwppbpwynyd, dnnndwénith kjGYunpn-
Uwjhtu hwugbiht' journal@orient.sci.am) (upywépp* 12 mwnwswih, 1.5 dhgwn-
nwjht pwgqwép, 3500 pwnhg ny wyby):

2. Lwjtiptu nbpunbpp ubipyuwjwgut] GHEA Grapalat nwnwwubuwyny, wyp
iqniutipny’ Times New Roman (unytu ulqpniuipny twl Swunpwgpnip)niu-
ubpnud b gpulwunipjuu gwulnid):
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3. &nnqwéh Ybpuwghpp W hbnptwyp wuntt bW wqgqwuniup wbwp £ |hup
dbdwwnwnbipny:

4. <nnywsdh wbpuinhg wnwy, pwuwih pwntphg hbunn wnw] twl hnndwsdh
pnjwunwyniejwu Ybpwpbpjw; hwdwnnn qwpwnpuup (wu wbwp b ubpyw-
jugyh wyu (Gqyny, np (Bqyny ubpyuywgynud £ hnndwép, swpqwdpp' 12 nnwnw-
swih, dhownnnuihtu pwgywdpp' 1, 250 pwnhg ns wybijh: <wjbipbu wnbpunbpp
ubipywjwgul GHEA Grapalat nwnwwbuwlyny, wy [kigqniubpny’ Times New
Roman):

5. <bnhuwyp ubpYwjwgund | uwl hp hnnywédh wugbptu ybpuwghpp W
hp wuntup b wgqwuniup wugbpbu (Gt hnnjwdh wnbpuwnp hwjtipbu £): Geb
hnnjwsh wnbpunp wugtipbu Ywd Gypnywywu wy (Ggniubpny § W hbtnhuwyp
wpwbpyphg sk, wwyw vw ubpYyuywgund § pp hnndwdh yepuwghpp W hp wuntup
U wgqwuntup bwl hw)tpbu:

6. <nnywdubippu Yhg ubipyuwjwgub bwl hwjtiptu b wugtptu 10 Pwuwih
pwnbp (Keywords; KnroueBble cnoBa):

7. bpb hnnjwénu Ywu hwwwynwdubp, wyw hnndwsdh dbpond' Fpwlw-
unipjniupg htun nw| bwl hwwwynwubpp' pwgywd yhdwynid:

Owunpwagpnypyniiupp pwy bbpluywgynn hnndwdh wdbt Eop pnnuitpw-
Lnud (Footnote):

8. Owunpwqgpnipyniutubtpp nw| pun hnwsé wofuwwnigjwu Gayh:

9. ODwunpwqpnipyniuutiph Jhounnnwjhu hbnwynpnieiniup' 1, tnwnwunb-
uwyp' hwjbptup nbwpnu'® GHEA Grapalat nwnwwbuwyny, wy kgniubpny’
Times New Roman, nnwnwswihp' 10:

10. Swunpwqgpnipyniuutph Jby upywsd hbnhuwlubph wqqwuniuubpp L
wwpbphyp pungdt] pwy (Bold), tdwuwwbu twl hnnjwdh dbponud wnpynn
gpwlwunipniunty:

11. Owunpwgqpnipniuutpp (hnnpjwdubp, qppbp, qbynignid) wnw) hb-
wlywy Yhpwy'

Mnnnuywt 2019, 36:

Poghosyan 2019: 36.

Morocsan 2019: 36.

12. Owunpwqgpnipniuutpmd  ubpluwywugynn hwdwgwugwiht  hnnywé-
ubipp U Yuypbipp nw) hnlyw) Yepy®

Mnnnuywtu M., dbptwgppp, wduwehdp, iGYunpnuwhu hwugbu:

13. Dwunpwqgpnipyniuutipnud ubplwjwgynn hnnjwéubp opwptipptphg’
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Mnnnuywt «Opwpebpph wunwup swybkpnubiph dbg», opwpetipeh wduwphyp W
hwdwpp:

14. Gpb éwunpwqpnieyntuubpnd wnipynd £ unyu wgqwunwup Ypnn Gpynt
wud' hwpluwynp k ugb) twle (wyn nbwpnud Jhwju) wuwu wnweoht wnwnp'

Mnnnuywt M. 2019, 36:

Mnnnujwi L. 2019, 115:

15. Gpbt éwunpwqpnipyniuntd unyt htinhtwYyp unyu wwpnd hpwwnwpw-
yt & Gpynt Ywd wybh wouwwnngeniuubp bW npwup hnynwd Gu ubplyujwgynn
hnnjwénid' hwpYuwynp £ ubpyuywgub) hbunlyw) Yapw'

Mnnnujwtu 2019w, 36:

Mnnnujwu 2019p, 76:

Poghosyan 2019a: 36.

Poghosyan 2019b: 76.

16. Dwunpwgqgpniejniuubpmid Gt  unyu  htnpuwyp unyu hnnu |
Upyuynuwd hpwp Ginthg hwplwydnp & hwypbup nbwpnid nw; wjuwbu'

Unyu wnbnmud: Uugtpbu b wy) Bypnywywu Ggniubpny wnpynn dwunpw-
gpniyniuubph nbwpnwd' Ibid., nnwbpbup nbwpnud* Tam xe.

17.  Lnpyjwoémd ubpyuywgynn uljup, pupipbq b wnyniuwly

<nnywénmid bywpbbn, wynuwytbn b pwpipbqubn pungpltine nGwpnid
npwbp wbpp £ nibGbwt wnbduwqt 300 pupnygynit (300 dpi): <nnywdmd tljwn-
bbipp, wynwwlalpp b pwpipbqpp hwplwynp £ hwdwpwlwty b Japtwagnby:

<nnywéh Ybpomd bbphuywgbty bwl IPUMWLLNRS3NRL (wuqipbup nbw-
prid' BIBLIOGRAPHY, nmwbptup' NUTEPATYPA (ywy dbSwynwuntpny, pwy
(Bold):

18.  Qpulwunipyut guwuyp ubphuyugtly wppbwlwt Jupgny: Oqunw-
gnpdywsd gpwlwunipgniup ubpyuywgut) hbnlyw| hwonpnwlwuniejwdp' hw)b-
pbu, nnwbpbu, wugbpbu Ywd wy BYypnwywlwu [Ggniubpny:

19.  Qpujwtnypyut guwalymd wyiunpnyaynitip (ghpp, hnnydwd) tpby wd-
pnnowlwt’

Mnnnuywu M. 2019, hnnywdh Ywd gpph ybpuwaghpp, mwywagpniegjwu Jujpp,
wwnbiphyp, botipp:

20. Qpulwtniput guwalynd uEpyuywgynn winphy unpGwpinunyeyni-
up ubpluywgynid F haplywy YEpyy'
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Mnnnuywtu M. 2019, dbpuwghpp (wuwnhy pLYuwdNWywlu wnblwfununt-
pintu, <L FUU Upubjwghwnnyeiwu htunpwnun): Spph nbwpnid ugh] twl hpw-
mwpwyswwnntup;

21, Qpuijwtnyyut guwtlynid ubpyuyugynn hwdwgwuguyhti hnnyjwdtt-
ph U quypbpp hwugbubpp wbwnp £ upgbu wdpnnoniejwdp W huwpwynpnyejwu
ntwpnd Uwl wjl opp, tipp Ytpght wugqud wigtiy tp wyn Yuypp:

22. Qpulwtnypyut guuymd ubpyuyugynn hnnjwéubp opwpbpptphg,
wduwqpliphg’

Mnnnuywu M., Ybpuwghpp, «Opwpebpeh wunwtp swybpnubph dbg», opw-
ptnph wduwphyp U hwdwpp:

23. Ypulwtnipyut gwalynid ubpyuyugynn qhypuwdnnndp pupugpywd
prliqhu wd hnndwé’

Mnnnuyjwtu 2019, gbynigdwu Ywd pbghuph Jbpuwghpp, Shwwdnnnyp
ytpuwaghpp, wugywgdwt Juypp b wduwpehyp:

24. Qpulwunipjut gwuynd b unyu hbnhuwyp ubplywjwgywsd L dp
pwuh wofuwwnipniuutipny, www hwplwynp £ win wofuwwnnieniuubpp ubpluw-
jwgub| puin nwwgpdwu twphubiph hwonpnwywuntejwu:

25. bpb hnnwdp ubpyuwywgynid & hwybpbu' hwplwdnp £ Spwlwunggne-
Uhg htwnn ww| bwl wugtptu wdthnthnd (200 pwnhg ns wybih) /hwpluynp sk
gnt| wdthnihnwd pwnp/: Uugtptu Ywd Gdpnywywu wy |Ggyny ubpyuwjwugqwsd
hnnwdh nbwpnd' hwbpbu - wdhngind:  Nnwbpbup nbwpnud® hwibpbu W
wuqtiptu wdthnihnwiubp:

26. Nuuwnpnigniu nupdub] twl wwppbpwywunw b Yujpbond  nbnw-
npyws hwbptu W nnwbpbu wypnipbuubph upptiunpun gpunuipdmdubpptr:
Spwywunigjwu gwuynd hwplwuynp £ hwibpbu b nnwbpbu gpwlywunieyniup
nw| win gpwnwpddwdp (Geb hnnwoép wugtptu Ywd wy Gypnwywywu Gqyny
£), dplunyu dwdwuwly twl thwywagdtpnd Uok) twl wndjw| woluwwnnyewu Jby
ognwagnndywd gpwlwunipjwu Yyapuwgph wugtipbtu wmwppbpwyp:

Wdthnthnudubpp wbiwp £ hwunhuwuwt wnbpuwnp ubind pndwunwynieyntup:
Cwjbpbu wdthnthdwu wnwnwswip 12, dhonnnwihu htnwynpnyeyniup’ 1, GHEA
Grapalat nnwnwwnbuwyny: Uugibptu, nnubptu wdihnihnwdubph nbwpnud Times
New Roman wnwnwwbuwyny: Udihnthnudubiph wnbpunhg wnwye wbwp L dbdw-
wwntipny gpb| hnnwédh Ybpuwghpp (Ysunpnunwd): Snipwpwuginip wdthnihdwu
wtipunhg wnwe gpynud U hwdwwwwwujuwtu [tqynd Pwlwlh pwnbip

194



BULLETIN « OF THE INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES « VOLUME | (XXXIV), ISSUE 1

(Keywords, KntoueBbie cnosa): Pninp [Lgniubpny wnipynn Pwuwih pwntipp wbinp
£ |huGu unyuwlwu:

<nnywédh ybipgnud ubipyujwgub| uwl hnhuwyh ghunwlwu wunphbwup, ugb|
wtuwwnwuph Juipp, wwownnup W e-mail hwugbu:

<nnywdubipp hwplwynp b ninwpybp dhwju hbnlyw) EGYupnuwhtu hwu-
gbhu' journal@orient.sci.am

<nnywép unwuwinig wudhowwbtiu htinn htnhuwyubpp Yunbnbywgytu wn
dwuht, puswbu twl npw hpwunwpwdwt twywwnwwhwpdwpnipjwu b gpw-
funudwu hwudubnt dJwuhu:

<Enphuwlyubpph nwnpnipniut Gup hpwyphpnd hnnudubph hEnlywp hw-
dwlywpgh wnwusduwhwnynipyniuubpph Ypw b wluYwind npybugh hnnywé-
ubpp ubpyujugiwt dwiwuwl npwup fuunnpbu Ywhwywuybu: Unyu hwdw-
Ywpgh ulqpniupubpp sywhwywubint nbypnid dnnnjwénth fudpwgpulw
funphnipnp hpwyniup | yEpwwywhnd hnnuéubpp spunniub) putwpldw
(hnnuwiubphp hwdwlwpght Ywpnn tp Swunpwuw| twl
http://www.orientcpnme.am YJuypnid):

Pninp hnnwétubpp gpuwfunuymd G, depddwt nbypmd skt JEpwnupd-
ynid:

Qpujunudwt gnpépupwgp

<nnywédp unwuwinig htiwn, teb wjiu sh dbpdynid, tudpwgpnientuu wju
ninwpynd £ hwdwwwwnwufuwt dwutwgbnh' gpwfunudwu hwdwp: Spwiunup
wwpunwynp £ dElwduyw dwdybunnd ubpyuwjwgub hp Ywpdhpp pun gpw-
funudwu &uh: Gpwlunup npwlwu Yunpsdhph nbwpnid htnhuwyp wbnGywgynid
wyn dwuhtu U, wuhpwdbon thnipnfunigyniuubip Yuwnwpbing htnn fudpwgnpnt-
[eIntu ninwpynwd hnnwsdh Yybpouwywu wnwppbpwyp:

«Pwuptp Upbubpughypnipyut huuppipnuph» wuppbpuwluiup
fudpwaqpnipynit
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GUIDE FOR THE AUTHORS

The journal "Bulletin of the Institute of Oriental Studies" has been published at the
Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA since 1960. This scholarly journal publishes
research on the ancient, medieval, modern and contemporary history of South-Western
Asian countries, as well as on source studies and philology. Significant attention is also
paid to the coverage of political developments in the region, international relations and
other issues. The periodical also publishes works on the relations between other regions
of Asia and North Africa.

The articles of the periodical are published in Armenian, Russian, English and
other European languages.

The periodical is published twice a year. Articles must be submitted for the first
issue of the given year by the 15th of May of the same year, and by the 15th of
September for the second issue.

Articles can be submitted to the journal only by researchers with a scientific
degree (for those who do not have a degree, only by the decision of the editorial
board).

The official website of the collection is: http://www.orientcpnme.am, e-mail:
journal@orient.sci.am.

Requirements for the articles
Authors should bring their articles in line with the following style requirements
of the periodical "Bulletin of the Institute of Oriental Studies":

The volume of the article should be up to 15 pages, including summaries and
bibliography (larger volume by editorial decision).

1. To submit the article layout in both electronic (Word - doc, docx), and paper
versions (Articles sent from abroad or outside Yerevan, only in electronic version, to
the e-mail address of the periodical: journal@orient.sci.am) (layout: font size - 12,
line spacing - 1.5, not more than 3500 words).

2. To submit the texts in Armenian in GHEA Grapalat font, and in other
languages in Times New Roman font (the same principle in footnotes and in
bibliography).

3.The title of the article, the name and the surname of the author should
be in capital letters.

4. Before the text of the article, after the keywords, give a brief summary of
the content of the article (it should be presented in the language in which the article
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is presented, the layout: font size - 12, line spacing - 1, not more than 250
words. Armenian texts should be submitted in GHEA Grapalat font, and in other
languages in Times New Roman font).

5. The author also submits the English title of his article, his name and surname
in English (if the text of the article is in Armenian). If the text of the article is in
English or in other European languages and the author is not from abroad, then he
also submits the title of his article, his name and surname in Armenian.

6. To submit along with the articles also 10 Keywords (Pwuwih pwnbp,
Kniouesbie cnosa) in Armenian and English.

7. If there are abbreviations in the article, then at the end of the article, after
the bibliography, give the list of the opened abbreviations.

To give the footnotes under each page of the submitted article.

8. To give the footnotes according to the language of the referenced work.

9. Line spacing of the footnotes - 1, font in Armenian - GHEA Grapalat, font
in other languages - Times New Roman, font size - 10.

10.To highlight the surnames of the authors and the year mentioned in the
footnotes in BOLD. To do the same in the bibliography at the end of the article.

11. To provide the footnotes (articles, books, reports) as follows:

Mnnnuyw 2019, 36:

Poghosyan 2019: 36.

Morocan 2019: 36.

12. To give the webpages and internet articles presented in the footnotes as
follows:

Poghosyan P., Title, date, web address.

13. To give the articles in the footnotes from daily newspapers as follows:

Poghosyan "The name of the daily newspaper in quotes", the date of the daily
newspaper and the issue No.

14. If two persons with the same surname are given in the footnotes, it is
necessary to indicate the first letter of the name (only in this case):

Poghosyan P. 2019: 36.

Poghosyan K. 2019: 115.

15. If in the footnotes the same author has published two or more works in the
same year, which are referred to in the submitted article, it is necessary to write as
follows:
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Mnnnujwt 2019w, 36:

Mnnnujwu 2019p, 76:

Poghosyan 2019a: 36.

Poghosyan 2019b: 76.

16. If the same link of the same author is continuously repeated in the
footnotes, in the case of Armenian it should be given as follows:

Lnyu wnbnnud:. In case of footnotes in English and other European languages -
Ibid., In case of Russian - Tam xe.

17. Pictures, maps and tables presented in the article:

In case if pictures, tables, and maps are included in the article, they must be at
least 300 dpi. In the article, the pictures, tables and maps should be numbered and
titled.

At the end of the article, to present the BIBLIOGRAPHY (in Armenian:
ArUYUUNRE@3NAL, in Russian: JIMTEPATYPA (in capital letters, Bold).

18. To submit the list of bibliography in alphabetical order. To submit the
used literature in the following order: Armenian, Russian, English or other
European languages.

19. To indicate in the list of bibliography the work (book, article) in full:

Poghosyan P. 2019, the title of the article or the book, place of publication,
year, pages.

20. The unpublished dissertations used in the bibliography are presented
as follows:

Poghosyan P. 2019, Title (unpublished dissertation, Institute of Oriental
Studies of NAS RA). In case of a book, also mention the publishing house.

21. The URLs of the websites and internet articles in the bibliography should
be listed in full and if possible, also the day you last visited the site.

22. Articles in the bibliography from daily newspapers and magazines:

Poghosyan P., The title, "The name of the daily newspaper in quotes”, the date
of the daily newspaper and the issue No.

23. Published thesis or article of the conference presented in the
bibliography:

Poghosyan 2019, title of the report or the thesis, title of the conference, venue,
date.
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24. If the same author is presented in the bibliography with several works,
then it is necessary to present those works according to the sequence of the years of
publication.

25. If the article is presented in Armenian, it is necessary to give a summary in
English after the Bibliography (not more than 200 words) / it is not necessary to
write the word summary /. In case of an article submitted in English or another
European language: a summary in Armenian. In case of Russian: Armenian and
English summaries.

26. To pay attention to the Latin transliterations of the Armenian and Russian
alphabets posted in the Periodical and on the website. In the bibliography, it is
necessary to give the Armenian and Russian literature with that transliteration (if the
article is in English or another European language), at the same time to indicate in
brackets the English version of the title of the literature used in the work.

Summaries should be the concise content of the text. In case of summary in
Armenian: font size - 12, line spacing - 1, font - GHEA Grapalat. In English and
Russian summaries - Times New Roman font. The title of the article should be
written in capital letters before the text of the summaries (in the center). Keywords
(Pwuwih pwnbp, KnouyeBble cnoea) are written in the appropriate language
before each summary text. Keywords given in all languages must be identical.

To present at the end of the article, the scientific degree of the author, the place
of work, position and e-mail address.

The articles should only be sent to the following e-mail address:
journal@orient.sci.am

Immediately after receiving the article, the authors will be informed about it, as
well as about the expediency of publishing it and submitting it for review.

We draw the authors’ attention to the features of the following system of
references, and expect that they will be strictly adhered to while submitting
the articles. In case of non-conformity with the principles of this system, the
editorial board of the journal reserves the right not to accept the articles for
discussion (you can also get acquainted with the reference system at
http://www.orientcpnme.am).

All the articles are reviewed and are not returned if rejected.

The review processes

After receiving the article, if it is not rejected, the editorial board sends it to the
relevant specialist for review. The reviewer is obliged to submit his / her opinion
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within one month according to the review type. In case of a positive opinion of the
reviewer, the author is informed about it and, after making the necessary changes,
sends the final version of the article to the editorial office.

Editorial board of the Periodical
"Bulletin of the Institute of Oriental Studies"”
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

PULRGM UMr64ELUSPSNRE3UL hLUShSNKRSh
(ywppbEpwlwup dhush 2020 p. Ynsynud kp
«Usraudnr 4 Uh2huL UrcdbLLph
Grurver bd dnndnkrauer») russuvucur

Uplubjwghunwywu dnnndwdnt, <wwn. 1, Bp., KUUM FU hpwwn., 1960, 402 L:
Uplubjughunwywu dnnngwédnt, <wwn. 1, 6p., KUUN QU hpwwn., 1964, 380 to:
Utpédwynp W Uhohu Uplubiph Gpyputip W dnnnynipnutp, <wwn. 11, Upwpw-
Ywu tipypubn, Gn., KUUL QU hpwwn., 1967, 237 ko:

Ubtpdwynp W Uhohu Uplubph tpypubp W dnnnynipnutip, <wun. 1V, bpw:
Gn., KUUL GU hpww., 1969, 232 ko:

Ubtpéwynp b Uphohtu Uplbph Gpypubp W dnnnynipnutip, <wwn. V, Gnipphw,
En., KUUL GU hpwwn., 1970, 452 ty:

. Utipéwynp W Uhohu Upubph tpypubp L dnnnynipnutip, <wwn. VI, Upw-

pwlwu Gpypubp, 6p., KUUL QU hpww., 1974, 439 ky:

Ubtpédwynp b Uhohtu Upubph Gpypubp W dnnnynipnubp, <wwn. VI, Lpnw-
ghwnieintu, Gn., KUUL GU hpww., 1975, 385 ky:

Ubtpédwynp L Uhohu Uplubph Gpyputp W dnnndnipnutip, <ww. VI, bpw:
Ep., <UUL QU hpwwn., 1975, 409 ko:

Ubtpdwynp W Uhohu Uplubpph tGpypubip W dnnnydnipnutin, <wun. IX, Upwpw-
Ywu tpypubn, 6n., KFUUL U hpww., 1978, 401 Lo:

Ubtpédwynp L Uhohu Uplubph Gpypubp W dnnnynipnutip, <wun. X, fnipphw,
Ep., KUUL QU hpwwn., 1979, 334 by:

Ubtpédwynp W Uhohtu Uplubph tpypubp W dnnnynipnubp, <wun. X1, hpwt:
En., KUUL QU hpww., 1982, 350 ko:

Utpédwynp b Uhohu Uplubph tpyputip bW dnnnynipnutip, <ww. X1, npphw,
Gn., KUUL GU hpww., 1985, 278 Lo:

Utpédwynp b Uhohu Uplbiph Gpyputp W dnnndnipnutip, <ww. X1, Lpnwgh-
winigint, Bp., <UUL GU hpwwn., 1985, 287 ty:

Utpdwynp b Uhohu Uplubph Gpyputip W dnnnynipnutin, <wwn. XIV, Upwpw-
Ywu btpypubiph ubippht b wpunwpht pwnwpwlwuniejwu dwdwuwywyhg
wpnpadubp, 6p., <UUC QU hpwwn., 1987, 317 Ly:

Utpdwynp L Uhohtu Upubiph Gpypubp W dnnnynipnutip, <wwn. XV, Gp,
<UUL QU hpwwn., 1989, 344 ko:
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27.
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Ubtpédwynp b Uhohu Uplbiph Gpypubip W dnnnynipnutip, <wwn. XVI, tp., <L
QUU «Ghunyeyniu» hpwwn., 1996, 270 Le:

Ubtpdwynp W Uhohu Uplbiph Gpyputip W dnnnynipnubin, <wun. XVII, Gp., <L
QUU «Ghunnpyntu» hpwwn., 1998, 240 by:

Ubpédwdnp W Uhohu Uplubph Gpypubip L dnnnynipnutip, <wwn. XVII, Bp.,
«Rwuqwy-97» hpwuw., 1999, 248 ko:

Utpédwynp b Upohtu UplLbiph tpyputip b dnnnynipnutip, <wwn. XIX; Gp.,
«Rwuqwy-97» hpwwn., 2000, 280 ky:

Utpdwdnp W Uhohu Upubiph Gpypubp W dnnnydnipnubp, <wun. XX, Gp.,
«2wugqwy-97» hpwuwn., 2001, 352 ty:

Utpédwynp b Upohtu Uplbph Gpypubp b dnnnynipnubp, <wwn. XXI, Gp.,
«Rwuqwy-97» hpwuw., 2002, 408 ty:

Ubtpédwynp W Uhohtu UplLbiph tpypubp W dnnndnipnutip, <ww. XXII, Gp.,
«2wugqwy-97» hpww., 2003, 336 ky:

Ubpéwynp W Uhohu Uplbiph Gpyputip L dnnnynipnutip, <wwn. XXII, Bp.,
«Rwuqwy-97» hpwuwn., 2004, 568 ty:

Ubtpédwynp W Uphohu Uplbiph Gpypubp W dnnnynipnutp, <wun. XXIV, Gp.,
«Rwuqwy-97» hpwwn., 2005, 536 Ly:

Ubtpdwynp W Uhohu Upubiph Gpypubp W dnnnynipnubp, <wwn. XXV, Gp.,
«2wugqwy-97» hpwuw., 2006, 480 Lo:

Utpédwynp U Uhohu Uplbph Gpypubp L dnnngnipnutp, <wun. XXV, bp.,
«UunnhYy» hpww., 2007, 316 ky:

Utpédwynp b Uhohtu Uplbiph Gpyputip b dnnndnipnutip, <wun. XXVII, Gp.,
«Enpre Mpphuw» hpww., 2009, 272 ky:

Ubtnpdwynp b Uhohtu Uplbph Gpypubip W dnnnynipnutip, <ww. XXVIII, Gp.,
«2wugqwy-97» hpwuwn., 2011, 352 ty:

Utpédwynp U Uhohu Upubiph Gpypubp b dnnnynipnubp, <wun. XXIX, Gp.,
«Rwuqwy-97» hpwwn., 2014, 352 ty:

Ubtpdwynp W Uhohu Upubiph Gpypubp W dnnnynipnubp, <wwn. XXX, Gp.,
«Ghuinnipintu» hpwwn., 2016, 276 ty:

Utpédwynp U Uhohu Upubph Gpypubp W dnnnynipnubp, <wun. XXXI, Gp.,
«Ghuniejntu» hpwwn., 2018, 248 Ly:

Utpédwynp b Uhohtu Uplubiph tpyputip W dnnnynipnutip, <wwn. XXXI/1, Gp.,
«Ghwinigyntu» hpwwn., 2019, 345 ky:
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33. Utipéwynp W Uhohtu Uplubph tGpypubp b dnnnynipnubp, <wwn. XXXI/2, .,
«Ghwinieintu» hpww., 2019, 367 by:

34. Utpéwynp b Uhohu Upubph Gpyputp L dnnnnipnutip, <wwn. XXX/, Gn.,
«Ghwnieintu» hpwwn., 2020, 534 ky:

35. Utipdwynp b Uhohu Upubiph Gpypubp W dnnnynipnutip, <wwn. XXXII/2, .,
«"twun wyphuw» hpww., 2020, 310 ky:
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