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Aram Kosyan’s "The Hittite Kingdom (Political History)" presents the mili-
tary and political history of the Hittite Empire from the moment of its beginning
(18th-17th centuries BC) until its disintegration in the late 13" century BC. The
four chapters of this work presents a detailed study of the Hittite kings’ rule and
activities, various aspects of military and political history of that powerful state
according to the chronology and historical periodization accepted in science, based
on the study and analysis of the preserved written sources, materials given by
enormous bibliography of the field. Such a comprehensive study covering the his-
tory of the Hittite kingdom, incorporating the latest achievements of historical sci-
ence regarding the history of ancient Anatolia, was carried out and published in the
Armenian language for the first time.

The Hittite state which came into existence in the 18-17" centuries BC in Asia
Minor, was powerful enough to incorporate the entire peninsula of Asia Minor
within a single political unit, overcoming numerous challenges of foreign, internal
political and intra-dynastic character, which are explored in the given work. During
the 500 years of its military and political history, the Hittites developed diverse
relations with their immediate and distant neighbors, such as polities located in dif-
ferent parts of Asia Minor, Babylonia, Egypt, Mittani, Assyria: these aspects are
also thoroughly analyzed and presented in this study, revealing the important role
of the Hittite state in the Near Eastern politica-cultural space, at the same time be-
ing its inalienable part.

This work is valuable also in respect of exploration of a number of important
and problematic issues related to Armenian studies. The Hittite civilization’s im-
portance is significant for the study of the political units that existed in the 2" mil-
lennium BC in the western regions of the Armenian Highlands, a region neighbor-
ing Asia Minor. Since the 1920s, a number of researchers have put forward, among
other concepts, the "Hayasa hypothesis" of ethogenesis of the Armenian people
that circulates to this day and relates to Hayasa, a political unit located in the
neighborhood of the Hittite kingdom: it was considered a possible cradle of ethno-
genesis of the Armenians. It should be noted that such political units as Hayasa,
Azzi, Isuwa were the carriers of the influence of Hittite civilization. In general, as
the author mentions: "The Hittite cuneiform texts of the XV-XIII centuries BC are
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the only written sources of the western Armenian Highlands history, which indeed
are invaluable primary sources in this regard”.

The researcher’s merit is enormous in regard of a novice study, corrections
and own interpretations of those sources. Particularly the sub-chapters "Tudhalias

and Hayasa", "Mursilis and Hayasa", "Sister Kingdoms of Tarhuntassa and Isuwa"
are of particular interest, which describe these relationships on the basis of the Hit-
tite sources. The study contains the author's important concepts, new interpreta-
tions and valuable conclusions regarding the above issues.

The work is also significant in a sense of using by the author the data of all re-
cent special literature, a coverage of a wide range of Hittite-related issues as well
as a list of personal names, toponyms, subjects, and maps enclosed at the end of the
book.

The work of the distinguished scholar is a noteworthy contribution to the field
of Hittite studies in general, besides that it may serve as a remarkable impetus for
the development of Hittite studies in Armenia.
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<wudhly <dwywlywt

Muwwndwlwu ghunnyeniuubph nnywninp, wypndtiunp Upwd Lnujwuh «lubpw-
Ywu pwqwynpnienit (pwnwpwlwu  wwwndniginiu)» - woluwwnnyRwlu  dby
ubpyujwgyws £ ubpwlwu wbwnejwlu nwqldwpwnwpwwu wwwndnygniup' hp
ulygpuwynpdwu wywhhg (L. w. XVII-XVII nn.) dhusl ypohuhu wnpnhnidp d.p.w.
X' nwph  JGpobipnud:  Upfuwwnnigjwu  snpu - ginifutbpnd  hwuqudwuwihg
Ytpwny, punn fubpwywu wnbpniejwu Wwwdnejwu thnywpwdwudwu wnnwing
ghunejwu dby punniujwsd  dwdwuwlwagpnjwt nu fubpwlwu wppwubph
gwhwlwjdwu b Jupwd gnpdniutinyejwl, ubpywjwgywsd b win hgnp nbpnyejwu
pwqdwpnjwunwy nwqiwpwnwpwlwu wwwdnygyniup' ywhwywudwd gpwynp
wnpnipubiph, dwutwghnwwi jwjuwéwyw| gpuwlwunyejwu nyjwubph nwnw-
uwuppnpywu L ybpindngjwu hhdwu Jpw: ubpwlwu wbpnigjwt wywwndnt-
pwu ybpwpbnw| hwibptu [Gqyny tdwu hwdwwwnpthwy, nyjw| puwguwywnhu
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ytpwpbipnn ghunwlwtu unpwagnyu ndjwiutph hwdnbpunnd YuunwpJwsd  Sw-
wntt nunwtwuhpnipiniu hpwwuwgynud £ wnwoht wugqud:

@Pnpp Uupwjnd L.w. XVHI-XVIE nupbpnd dbwynpjwd ubpwlwu wnb-
pniiniup Ywpnnwgtb| £ dbYy pwnwpwywu dhwynph dbe ubipwnb| nng Pnpp
Uupw pbpwynght’ hwnpwhwpbiny pwqiwphy wpunwpht pwunwpwlwu U ubp-
pwnuwpwlwu, husbu twl ubpnhuwunhwlwu fuunhpubp, npnup  wjunpbu
(nuwpwuwsd Gu wotuwwnniewu dbg: Wu hp gnnipjwt b nwgqiwpwnwpwlywu
wwwdnipjwu 2nipg 500 wnwphubph pupwgpnid  pwqiwptnye W pwqdwyh
wnusniejniuubp £ niubgl] dp owpp wbwnneyniuutph hbw, huswhupp Gu Pwpb-
(nup, Gghwwnup, Uphununwuhu, Wunpbuwnwup, b wju hwpgbpp bu hwdwynn-
dwupnpbu Jbpinddb) b ubplujwgyb) B unyu nwnwduwuhpnypjwt dby' pugw-
hwjnbiny fubpwlwu wnbpnigjwu niubigwd Yupunpwgnyu nbpp Unwowynpw-
upwlwu pwnwpwyppnypjwu powtwlubpnd, nph wupwdwubh Jdwut Ep
Ywaqunu ytpohtuu:

Uptuwuinnip)niup wpdtipwynp £ twl hwjwghwnnigjwup ybpwpbpnn dh 2wnpp
Yuwplnp b fuunpwhwpnyg hwpgbph nunwuwuhpniejwt mbGuwuyniuhg: fubpw-
Jwu pwnwpwypeniejniup Juplnpwagnyu tgwuwynyentt niuh npp Uuphwjh
hwplwtu <wiywlwt Gnuwgtuwphh wpldwjwu opowutbpnd L.w. Il hwquw-
pwdjwynd gnjnipjniu niubigwd pwnwpwlwu dhwynpubiph wwwndnigjwt nwun-
uwuppdwu hwdwp:  Shwunnejwt dby nbnlu wugjw| nwph 20-wywuubphg Jp
ownp nwnwuwuhpnnutiph Ynndhg wnwy £ pwoybii bW wn wyuop, h phyu w) ywp-
Ywdubiph, swpniuwynd £ opowtwnyt] hwing wgqwdwgiwu «Lwjwuwlwu»
Juplwsdp, npp Yuwwywsd £ ubpwlwu wnbpnigjwu hwplwunygjudp gunujwsd
Cwjwuw pwnwpwlwu dhwynpph hbwn. wju hwdwpyb| £ hwjng wqqudwgdwu
huwpwynp puoppwuubiphg dtyp: <wpy £ vk, np <wjwuw, Uqgh, Punijw
pwnwpwlwt dhwynpubpp hpbtg Ypw Ypby BU fubpwlwt pwnwpwlpeniejwl
qquwih wqnbtgniejniup: Wu wnnwing hwpy b wnwuduwgut] hinhuwyh Yuplnp
wju dhwnpp, np. «U.p.w. XV-XIII nwpbph ubipwywu ubwywghp nbpuntpp hwu-
nhuwunw Gu <wjywywu LEnuwgfuwphh wpldniwnph wwundnigjwt dhwly gpw-
ynp wnpjnipubipp, npnup wugquwhwunbih uygpuwnpnipubin Gus:

Uts £ ghunuwlwup Juwuwnwlp twl win uygpuwnpjniputiph unpngp nunid-
uwuppnypjwu, togpunnwdubph nu ubhwlwu JdeYuwpwunenuubph wnnwiny:
Unwuduwwbiu hbunmwppppwywu tu «fninfuwhjwup b Cwjwuwbe, «Unipupihup
L Cwjwuwly, «(dwpfuntunwuuwih W hunwwih pnyp pwqwynpnipintuubipp»
Gupwg|nttuutpp, npnugnud gbipnugjw) wnpnipubph hhdwu Ypw ubpluywgywd
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GU wjn wnusnieniuutipp: Nwnwuwuppnigjwu dbg inbin Gu gt htinhuwyh Yw-
plnp dnuinbtignudubipp, unpnyh (nuwpwunwiubp nu wpdtipwynp Ggpwhwugnid-
utinp Ytipnujwi hwpgbiph Jtpwpbpju:

Upfuwwnnieniup Yuwplnpynwd £ bwl hpwwywpwyh Jypw bnwd pwqdwtignt
dwutwghnmwwu unpwgnyt gpwlwuniypjwtu Yphpwndwdp, fubpwghwnniewu
puwgqwywnh nwnuwuppnieniuubph (wiu gwuyp, huswybu twl gpph Ybponid
wnyw wuduwunibubipp, wbnwuniubph nt wujwuwgwuybiph, pwpwbqubph
wnyw)nypjwdp:

Jwunmwwowwn ghnuwlwuh wju wotuwwnieniup Yupunp ubpnpnd &
fubrwghwnnipwu ptwquwjwnnud punhwupwwtu, b vywuwywih fupwu Ywpnn §
hwunhuwtw| Cwjwunwunud fubpwghwniejwlu qupguwgdwu wnnwiny:

Hasmik Hmayakyan
Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA
hhmayakyan@yahoo.com

ORCID: 0000-0002-2486-9937

172



