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Aram Kosyan’s "The Hittite Kingdom (Political History)" presents the mili-

tary and political history of the Hittite Empire from the moment of its beginning 

(18th-17th centuries BC) until its disintegration in the late 13th century BC. The 

four chapters of this work presents a detailed study of the Hittite kings’ rule and 

activities, various aspects of military and political history of that powerful state 

according to the chronology and historical periodization accepted in science, based 

on the study and analysis of the preserved written sources, materials given by 

enormous bibliography of the field. Such a comprehensive study covering the his-

tory of the Hittite kingdom, incorporating the latest achievements of historical sci-

ence regarding the history of ancient Anatolia, was carried out and published in the 

Armenian language for the first time. 

The Hittite state which came into existence in the 18-17th centuries BC in Asia 

Minor, was powerful enough to incorporate the entire peninsula of Asia Minor 

within a single political unit, overcoming numerous challenges of foreign, internal 

political and intra-dynastic character, which are explored in the given work. During 

the 500 years of its military and political history, the Hittites developed diverse 

relations with their immediate and distant neighbors, such as polities located in dif-

ferent parts of Asia Minor, Babylonia, Egypt, Mittani, Assyria: these aspects are 

also thoroughly analyzed and presented in this study, revealing the important role 

of the Hittite state in the Near Eastern politica-cultural space, at the same time be-

ing its inalienable part. 

This work is valuable also in respect of exploration of a number of important 

and problematic issues related to Armenian studies. The Hittite civilization’s im-

portance is significant for the study of the political units that existed in the 2nd mil-

lennium BC in the western regions of the Armenian Highlands, a region neighbor-

ing Asia Minor. Since the 1920s, a number of researchers have put forward, among 

other concepts, the "Hayasa hypothesis" of ethogenesis of the Armenian people 

that circulates to this day and relates to Hayasa, a political unit located in the 

neighborhood of the Hittite kingdom: it was considered a possible cradle of ethno-

genesis of the Armenians. It should be noted that such political units as Hayaša, 

Azzi, Išuwa were the carriers of the influence of Hittite civilization. In general, as 

the author mentions: "The Hittite cuneiform texts of the XV-XIII centuries BC are 
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the only written sources of the western Armenian Highlands history, which indeed 

are invaluable primary sources in this regard”. 

The researcher’s merit is enormous in regard of a novice study, corrections 

and own interpretations of those sources. Particularly the sub-chapters "Tudhaliaš 

and Hayaša", "Muršiliš and Hayaša", "Sister Kingdoms of Tarhuntašša and Išuwa" 

are of particular interest, which describe these relationships on the basis of the Hit-

tite sources. The study contains the author's important concepts, new interpreta-

tions and valuable conclusions regarding the above issues. 

The work is also significant in a sense of using by the author the data of all re-

cent special literature, a coverage of a wide range of Hittite-related issues as well 

as a list of personal names, toponyms, subjects, and maps enclosed at the end of the 

book. 

The work of the distinguished scholar is a noteworthy contribution to the field 

of Hittite studies in general, besides that it may serve as a remarkable impetus for 

the development of Hittite studies in Armenia. 
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