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The International Conference "The Caucasus at the Crossroads of Internation-

al Trade and Cultural Exchange (from ancient times to the present)" was held at the 

National Academy of Sciences of RA on September 5-6, 2022. It was organized by 

the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA and the Institute of History and Eth-

nology of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University. The conference was attend-

ed by about forty researchers from research centers and universities in Armenia, 

Georgia, Russia, Japan, the United States of America, Iran, and Poland. At the be-

ginning of the conference welcoming speeches were delivered by Academician-

Secretary of the Division of Armenian Studies and Social Sciences of NAS RA 

Academician Yuri Suvaryan, Director of the Institute of the Oriental Studies of 

NAS RA Robert Ghazaryan, and Director of the Institute of History and Ethnology 

of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University Giorgi Tcheishvili. In his opening 

remarks, academician Yuri Suvaryan noted, "the Caucasus is an important cross-

road where the interests of many nations and states have been intersecting. I hope 

this conference will be a key step for the continued development of Caucasian 

studies. Under current geopolitical conditions new challenges and difficulties are 

emerging, and this conference should also have a practical purpose, to work out a 

strategy which will help to face the modern scientific and also geopolitical chal-

lenges coming up for the Caucasian peoples.  

Director of the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA Robert Ghazaryan 

mentioned that strengthening Armenian-Georgian scientific ties is important for the 

Institute. "'The Caucasus region and the Armenian Highland are ancient centers of 

civilization. The civilization values and historical events formed here have 

influenced the processes of the entire region. Furthermore, important developments 

also took place in the region, and the Caucasus became a real crossroads of 

civilizations for indigenous and neighboring peoples”, said Robert Ghazaryan. 

''We are honored to be here. This is an important partnership and a priority for 

our institute. I am hopeful that the conference will be a great success and will 

inspire us to organize similar conferences in the future or initiate joint 

publications," said the director of Ivane Javakhishvili Institute of History and 
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Ethnology Georgi Tcheishvili. He read the welcoming remarks by Jaba Samushia, 

the general director of the Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia 

as well. ''This conference demonstrates the scientific dialogue that exists between 

Armenia and Georgia and is a connection of our two countries' bilateral scientific 

relations. I suppose that such a scientific conference will also take place in Georgia 

where we will proceed with our work.'' 

The conference consisted of six sessions. The plenary session discussed inter-

esting topics such as the correlation between the political geography and political 

concepts in the 12th century Georgian kingdom (Giorgi Tcheishvili, Tbilisi State 

University’s Institute of History and Ethnology, Georgia), the reconstruction of the 

numismatic history of the Georgian kingdom throughout the 12th century (Alexan-

der Akopyan, Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences), 

the Armenian Commercial Networks under the Safavid Empire (Tomoko Mori-

kawa, Tokyo University), the hierarchical system of the Armenian Church after the 

Seljuk campaigns (Azat Bozoyan, Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA), some 

issues on the life of Saint Hripsime and her Companions according to Georgian 

Narrative Sources (Mariam Chkhartishvili, Tbilisi State University), and the Ar-

menian Martyrologies and social and economic relations between Christians-

Muslims in Late Medieval Lake Van (Ani Shahinian, Oxford University). 

During the next five sessions of the conference, participants discussed topics 

concerning Armenian merchants in the local administration of the Caucasian region 

incorporated in the Safavid state of Iran, Armenian Commercial Networks under 

the Safavid Empire, the interpretation of some largely unexplored taxes and duties 

in the economic history of Armenia in the high middle ages, the foreign policy of 

the Ottoman Empire in The Caucasus, the cultural activities of the King Vakhtang 

VI in terms of the political situation in the Caucasus in the first quarter of the 17th 

century, Azerbaijan's policy of exporting the Artsakh/Karabakh issue to the Arab 

Islamic world, as well as the peculiarities of Azerbaijan's propaganda in MENA 

region, the current Sunni-Shia interactions in Georgia, and other highly interesting 

scientific issues. The international conference was an important step for deepening 

Armenian-Georgian scientific ties, as well as symbolizing the importance of Cau-

casian studies. The conference was widely covered by the local press1. 

The proceedings of the conference are published2, and in the future it is 

planned to publish articles by the participants of the conference in the publication 

of conference articles. 

The conference was financially supported by the Science Committee of the 

Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of the Republic of Armenia. 

                                                            

1 https://www.lragir.am/2022/09/05/736767/; https://www.aravot.am/2022/09/05/1289051/; 

https://ankakh.com/hy/article/106022 
2 Proceedings of the International Scientific Conference “The Caucasus On The Crossroads Of Inter-

national Trade And Cultural Exchanges”, Yerevan, publishing “Copy print”, 2022, ISSN 2953-7851, 

96 pages. https://arar.sci.am/dlibra/publication/353011 

https://www.lragir.am/2022/09/05/736767/
https://www.aravot.am/2022/09/05/1289051/
https://ankakh.com/hy/article/106022
https://arar.sci.am/dlibra/metadatasearch?action=AdvancedSearchAction&type=-3&val1=ISSN:%222953%5C-7851%22
https://arar.sci.am/dlibra/publication/353011
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