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The International Conference "The Caucasus at the Crossroads of Internation-
al Trade and Cultural Exchange (from ancient times to the present)” was held at the
National Academy of Sciences of RA on September 5-6, 2022. It was organized by
the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA and the Institute of History and Eth-
nology of Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University. The conference was attend-
ed by about forty researchers from research centers and universities in Armenia,
Georgia, Russia, Japan, the United States of America, Iran, and Poland. At the be-
ginning of the conference welcoming speeches were delivered by Academician-
Secretary of the Division of Armenian Studies and Social Sciences of NAS RA
Academician Yuri Suvaryan, Director of the Institute of the Oriental Studies of
NAS RA Robert Ghazaryan, and Director of the Institute of History and Ethnology
of Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University Giorgi Tcheishvili. In his opening
remarks, academician Yuri Suvaryan noted, "the Caucasus is an important cross-
road where the interests of many nations and states have been intersecting. | hope
this conference will be a key step for the continued development of Caucasian
studies. Under current geopolitical conditions new challenges and difficulties are
emerging, and this conference should also have a practical purpose, to work out a
strategy which will help to face the modern scientific and also geopolitical chal-
lenges coming up for the Caucasian peoples.

Director of the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA Robert Ghazaryan
mentioned that strengthening Armenian-Georgian scientific ties is important for the
Institute. ""The Caucasus region and the Armenian Highland are ancient centers of
civilization. The civilization values and historical events formed here have
influenced the processes of the entire region. Furthermore, important developments
also took place in the region, and the Caucasus became a real crossroads of
civilizations for indigenous and neighboring peoples”, said Robert Ghazaryan.

"We are honored to be here. This is an important partnership and a priority for
our institute. 1 am hopeful that the conference will be a great success and will
inspire us to organize similar conferences in the future or initiate joint
publications," said the director of Ivane Javakhishvili Institute of History and
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Ethnology Georgi Tcheishvili. He read the welcoming remarks by Jaba Samushia,
the general director of the Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation of Georgia
as well. "This conference demonstrates the scientific dialogue that exists between
Armenia and Georgia and is a connection of our two countries' bilateral scientific
relations. | suppose that such a scientific conference will also take place in Georgia
where we will proceed with our work."

The conference consisted of six sessions. The plenary session discussed inter-
esting topics such as the correlation between the political geography and political
concepts in the 12th century Georgian kingdom (Giorgi Tcheishvili, Thilisi State
University’s Institute of History and Ethnology, Georgia), the reconstruction of the
numismatic history of the Georgian kingdom throughout the 12" century (Alexan-
der Akopyan, Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences),
the Armenian Commercial Networks under the Safavid Empire (Tomoko Mori-
kawa, Tokyo University), the hierarchical system of the Armenian Church after the
Seljuk campaigns (Azat Bozoyan, Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA), some
issues on the life of Saint Hripsime and her Companions according to Georgian
Narrative Sources (Mariam Chkhartishvili, Thilisi State University), and the Ar-
menian Martyrologies and social and economic relations between Christians-
Muslims in Late Medieval Lake Van (Ani Shahinian, Oxford University).

During the next five sessions of the conference, participants discussed topics
concerning Armenian merchants in the local administration of the Caucasian region
incorporated in the Safavid state of Iran, Armenian Commercial Networks under
the Safavid Empire, the interpretation of some largely unexplored taxes and duties
in the economic history of Armenia in the high middle ages, the foreign policy of
the Ottoman Empire in The Caucasus, the cultural activities of the King Vakhtang
VI in terms of the political situation in the Caucasus in the first quarter of the 17th
century, Azerbaijan's policy of exporting the Artsakh/Karabakh issue to the Arab
Islamic world, as well as the peculiarities of Azerbaijan's propaganda in MENA
region, the current Sunni-Shia interactions in Georgia, and other highly interesting
scientific issues. The international conference was an important step for deepening
Armenian-Georgian scientific ties, as well as symbolizing the importance of Cau-
casian studies. The conference was widely covered by the local press’.

The proceedings of the conference are published?, and in the future it is
planned to publish articles by the participants of the conference in the publication
of conference articles.

The conference was financially supported by the Science Committee of the
Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of the Republic of Armenia.

! https://www.lragir.am/2022/09/05/736767/, https://www.aravot.am/2022/09/05/1289051/;
https://ankakh.com/hy/article/106022

2 Proceedings of the International Scientific Conference “The Caucasus On The Crossroads Of Inter-
national Trade And Cultural Exchanges”, Yerevan, publishing “Copy print”, 2022, ISSN 2953-7851,
96 pages. https://arar.sci.am/dlibra/publication/353011
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«4N4yuue UhpRURIU3PL UNGYSrr 64 Ucuunhr@Uu3hu
PNUNLANKRE3NRLLENP URAUBEMPNRULELPNRU™ LLUSGNR3L
duuuuuuterh8 UhLAG4 LNNUGNR3L TrRULL»
UbhRURAU3PL GhSUdNINY

Untuhlyw Uppgmywts

Pwuwih pwnbtp' Uhowqqwiht ghunwdnnny, Yndywu, Ynyywuwghwunnipiniu,
Cwjwuwnwl, Ypwunwt, << FUU Upubwghwniygjwt huunhwnnn, hjuub Qu-
qwfup2yhihh wudwt Fphihupp whnwlwu hwdwuwpwuh ywudnyjwu W htuw-
ghwniejwu huunpunnun:

2022 p. ubwwbdptph 5-6 << SGhwnneniuubph wqqwiht wlwnbdhwnd
dayuwpytg «4ndyuup dhowgquihu wnlwnph W dawynipwihtu tnfuwnusniginiu-
ubiph fuwsdbpniyubpnid’ huwgnyu dwdwuwlubphg dhusl Unpwgnyu opowx» -
dwjny dhowqgwiht ghnwdnnnyp:

Shwwdnnnyh pwgdwup nnonyuh funupny hwunbtu Glwu << FUU Lwjwgh-
wnijwt b hwuwpwywlwu ghnnyeniuubph pwdwudniuph wlwnbdhynu-pwp-
wninwp 3niph Unijwpjuup, << FUU Uplubwghwnigjwu huunhwunnunh wnuopbu
Mnpbpin (Mwqupuup, hjwub Qudwfiuph2dhiph wujwu (Gphihuph wbwnwlywu
hwldwuwpwuh ywwdnpjwu b huwghnnewu huunpwnunh wnuoptu Shnpgh
Bbhoyhihu: Nnontubinyg ghwnwdnnnyh dwutuwlhgubpht' << FUU <P wlhwnb-
dhynu-pwpunininun, wywnbdhynu Sniph Unwjwpjwt wuwg, - «4ndyuup fuws-
dbpniy k, npinbin fuwsyb| U fuwsynid G pwqdwehy Gpypubiph owhbip: Lhwhnyu
Gd, np wju ghunnwdnnnyu fwlwu ubpnpnd Ynwbuw Yndywuwghwnygjuu qup-
qugdwu gnpdnid: LEpYwihu woluwphwpwnwpwlwu hpwyhbwynd wnwowuntd
Gu unp pwpnnueniuutp, W ghnwdnnnyp wbiwp £ nwbtw bwl gnpduwywu
uywuwnwl' dowybnt wjuyhup nwqdwywpnieiniu, npp huwpwynpnieniu Yuwnbin-
Sh hwdwwbn nhdwlw)bint wnyw Yud uywuynn wotuwphwpwnwpwywu Jwp-
wnwhpwybipubiphu»: << FUU Upubjwghwnnygjwu huunpwnunh wntuoptu MNnpbpun
Awqunwup ugkg, np huunphwnnunp hwdwp fwywu vpwuwynientu niuh hwj-y-
pwgwlwu ghnwlwt Ywwbph wdpwwunnuip:

hqwut  Qudwfuhodhph wudwu (Fphjhupp wbnwlwu hwdwuwpwup
wwwndnijwu U htwghwnyejwu huunhunnunh nuoptiu Shnpgh Bkhoyhihu hp b-
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(nyenw ugtig, np uw Yuplnp hwdwgnpdwygnienit b wnwouwhbipenyentu L
Gpynt huunpunnunubph hwdwp, b np bw hwhnyu £, np ghnwdnnnyp Yngbisush
hGwnwquwjnw bu bdwu ghnwlwu dhongwnnidubp Yuqdwybpwbine b hwdwnbin
wnwwagnnieniuubp bwuwdbnubint hwdwp:

Uhowqgquihtu ghunnwdnnnyhtu dwutwlygnd Ehu snpu tmwutjwyhg wybh he-
wmwgnunnubp <wjwuwnwuh, Ypwunwuh, Swwynuhwih, Mtnwwunwuh Ywount-
pjwu, Udbppywjh Upwgjw| Lwhwuqubph, Lehwuwnwuh, bpwuh ghunwlwu
ytuwnpnuubiphg:

Pwgdwu U nnonyup funupbiphtt hwonpnwd ghunwdnnnyh |hwgnwwnp uhu-
ninud puwpyybght hbrwppphp pEdwubp’ XIl nwph Jpwgwlywu pwquynpni-
pjwl pwnwpwlhwu wouwphwgpnipjwt b pwnwpwywu hwjbgwlwngbph hw-
pwpbipwygnigjwu, Yypwgwwu npudwghunnyeut ywwdnygjwu X nwph ybpoh
wwwndwihnih Ybpwywugqdwu, UEdhwu Ppwund hwjjwywiu wnbnpwiht guu-
gbiph L ubnyywt wppwywupubpht hwonpnwd snpowund <wjng tlytintignt uyp-
pwwbunwywu hwdwywpgh YyGpwpbpjw:

Zbwnwgqw hhug Uhuwnbph pupwgpnd puuwpyybght wpnpwlwu b npwg-
pwy Ynywuwghwnmwywu wjuwyhuh pbdwubn, huswhuhp Gu XVII nwph wnweohu
pwnnpnnud Ywfupwuqg VI pwgwynph Jowlnygwihu gnpdniubinyeniup’ Yndyw-
unwd wnphpnn pwnwpwlwl hpwnwpdniniuutph wwjdwuubpnd, Unppbowuh
pwnwpwlwunyeniup Upgwfuh (Mwpwpwnh) hwpgp wpwpwlywu b hujwdwywu
w2tuwphnu pwpdpwédwjubiing Ubpdwynp Upbbipnid wnppbowuwlwu pwpng-
snijwl wnwuduwhwuwynigyniuutiph ybpwpbpwy, Ypwunwund untupwywu b
shwjwywu thnfuwgnbigniginiuutipp W pwnp w) hiwwppphp phdwutp:

Uhowqgquwihtu ghunwdnnndp Juqdwybpwyb) tp << FUU UpLubjughunnipjwu
huunhwunnunh swupbpny b hJwub Quywtuhodhihp wudwt (phihuph whnwywu
hwdwuwpwuh wywwdnigjwu b htwghwnnejwu huunhunnunh htin hwdwwnbin
uwfuwabinuniejwdp:

Shwwdnnnyp Yuqdwybpwdb) Ep << Yppnipjwu, ghnnyejw, dowynyph b
uynpwh twfuwpwpniejwu Shnngejwu Yndhnbh Shtwtvwlwt wowygnipjwdp:
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