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On November 28, 2023, the Institute of Oriental Studies of the National
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia (hereinafter NAS RA)
organized an international conference entitled " South Caucasus: Current
Challenges to Stability and Security" that took place in the meeting hall of
the NAS RA.

The international conference was held within the framework of the top-
ic “Transformation of the South Caucasus power balance and the Artsakh
war of 2020: trends of regional developments under the new geopolitical
realities” (code 21T-5F218) financed by the Higher Education and Science
Committee of the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports. The
group has been conducting research since 2021. As a culmination of their
efforts, a collective monograph presenting the findings will be published in
2024.

The head of the thematic program is Gohar Iskandaryan (PhD, Associ-
ate Professor). The group consists of Alen Ghevondyan (PhD, Associate
Professor), Menua Soghomyan (PhD, Associate Professor), Kristine

“ The article was submitted on December 11, 2023.
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Melkonyan (PhD, Senior Researcher of the Department of Turkey of the
Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA), and Liana Petrosyan (PhD, lectur-
er at the Chair of Iranian Studies of the Faculty of Oriental Studies of YSU).

Academician-secretary of the Division of Armenology and Social Sci-
ences of NAS RA, Member of Academy Yuri Suvaryan welcomed the par-
ticipants of the conference. “Changes are happening in the world now. A
transition from a unipolar world to a multipolar world is taking place. These
changes bring forth acute geopolitical tension, especially among major pow-
ers. Taking advantage of the busyness of major powers, some countries are
trying to solve their problems. And perhaps that is one of the reasons that
there is a security threat in the South Caucasus and this conference is going
to address these issues”, - Yuri Suvaryan said in his speech. He mentioned
that the ambitions of Turkey and Azerbaijan regarding Armenia should also
be deliberated in that logic. “Those countries have tasks that they planned a
hundred years ago with the creation of the Azerbaijani state by Turkey. To-
day they are trying to achieve those pre-planned tasks. This thought should
lead us to a remarkable idea: to have an independent state, one must also
have a long-term political plan or strategy. Our academic conference has
serious problems to discuss, as well as commitments to make them academ-
ically relevant and elaborate”, - said Yuri Suvaryan.

Mohammad Asadi Mohaved, Advisor of the Culture Center of the Em-
bassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, welcomed the participants of the con-
ference, specifically noting: “I hope that the outcome of this conference will
support the stability and security of the region because we believe that such
discussions among elites can be very effective. We have gathered here today
to discuss the important issues of security and political stability, as well as
the issues of economy, cultural development, and peace. It is known that the

lack of security and stability brings many challenges for the society.”
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Deputy of the Mejlis of the Islamic Republic of Iran Robert Beglaryan
noted: “After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the relations between Iran
and Armenia have been positive and based on mutual trust, therefore both
stable and developing. However, in the process of development, economy
has always been inferior to politics, and a serious gap was noticed especially
after the Second Karabakh (Artsakh) War. After the 44-day war, the rela-
tions between the two countries entered a new phase, which has and will
continue to have a multilateral character, due to the alarming geopolitical
turmoil. The presence and role of regional neighbors and countries outside
the region have created and will create challenges. “The title of this confer-
ence has included the existence of challenges and, naturally, the conference
will address them even if limited to a few”, - said Robert Beglaryan and
added that such events are extremely important so that the state system and
decision-making centers of both countries are aware of each other's views
and concerns, and become acquainted with world perceptions and the style
and formulation of policies. | would like to emphasize that, in my opinion, it
is crucial for the Islamic Republic of Iran to understand what perspective
Armenia sees for Iran-Armenia relations, how it perceives Iran's role in the
security domain of the region, how the Republic of Armenia reacts to Iran's
security policies and priorities in keeping the region peaceful”, - said Robert
Beglaryan.

Gohar Iskandaryan, Head of the Department of Iran of the Institute of
Oriental Studies of NAS RA, spoke on the topic “The New Developments
taking place in the South Caucasus: A View from Armenia".

Alibeman Eghbali Zarch, Director of Eurasian Studies of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, delivered a speech on the topic “Geopolitical effects of the
current developments in South Caucasus”.
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Anna Ohanyan, professor of Stonehill College in Massachusetts, USA,
presented a report entitled “A Supercontinent or a Sinkhole? The Promise
and the Perils of Eurasian Continentalism for Word Order”.

Karen Khanlari, MP of Iran's 9th and 10th Mejlis, professor of the Is-
lamic Azad University, presented a report called “Geographic definitions of
Armenia in Islamic sources”.

YSU associate professor Alen Ghevondyan delivered the report “The
Change in the Balance of Power in the South Caucasus and the Security
Challenges of Armenia”.

Kristine Melkonyan, senior researcher of the Department of Turkey of
the Institute of Oriental Studies NAS RA, presented the report “Turkey's
Commercial and Economic Relations with Russian Federation (2002-
2020)”.

YSU associate professor Menua Soghomonyan delivered the report
“The Theoretical-Conceptual Basis of the Study of the Geopolitical Archi-
tecture and Dynamics of the South Caucasus”.

Motahari Hosseyni, a researcher at Payam-e Noor University of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, presented the report “The Historical Origins of the
Armenian-Azerbaijani Conflicts over Karabakh”.

In the second part of the event, associate professor from ASEU Suren
Parsyan delivered a report called “The Development Problems of Armenia-
Iran Trade and Economic Relations”.

Yeghia Tashjian, Senior Research Assistant at the Issam Fares Institute
for Public Policy and International Affairs at the American University of
Beirut, made a presentation entitled “Russia, INSTC, Regional Trade Inter-
connectivity, and Armenia”.

Liana Petrosyan, a lecturer at the Chair of Iranian Studies of the Faculty
of Oriental Studies YSU, gave a speech on the topic “The Deepening of
Armenia-Iran Cooperation after the 44-day War”.
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Garik Misakyan, a lecturer of the Faculty of Oriental Studies of YSU,
spoke about the following topic: “The Tool for Spreading the Iranian "Axis
of Resistance" Ideology: On the Example of the Republic of Azerbaijan”.

Director of the Armenia-Iran Cooperation Development Fund Pooya
Hosseini presented the topic “The Role of the South Caucasus in Regional
and International Developments and Competition”.

Zhanna Vardanyan, an analyst of the Orbeli Center, presented the last
report of the day entitled “The position of the Turkic speakers of northwest-
ern Iran in the Artsakh War of 2020

The work of the conference continued on November 29, which took
place in the Department of Iran of the Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS
RA. During the round table discussion, the participants summarized their
studies and drew up a new working program, according to which the re-
search group should develop scenarios of political developments and present
them to the relevant bodies.

The international conference was organized by the Institute of Oriental
Studies of NAS RA with the support of the Higher Education and Science
Committee of the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of the
Republic of Armenia within the framework of code 21T-5F218.
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