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Over the past 40-45 years, numerous 

articles and monographs have been pub-

lished in Iran, focusing on both Iranian 

and non-Iranian languages and dialects 

spoken within the country. During this 

period, works have also been published 

in Iran on Iranian languages and dialects 

spoken outside the country, encompass-

ing regions such as Turkey, Azerbaijan, 

Afghanistan, Tajikistan, among others. 

However, a significant portion of the 

works from both groups does not always 

capture the attention of non-Iranian re-

searchers. This partial lack of visibility can be attributed to objective factors 

such as unavailability and language barriers. Additionally, subjective rea-
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sons, including a relatively lower interest in scholarly literature published in 

Iran, contribute to this oversight. One underlying factor for this reality could 

be a certain viewpoint, regarding the quality of publications in the East 

(perhaps partially fair in the past, but requiring a completely new approach 

today), prevalent in Western and Russian academic circles for at least the 

last two centuries. 

This bibliographic book is distinguished by the following points in 

terms of time frame and content: 

1. An extensive bibliography is already available to non-Iranian schol-

ars and researchers living outside Iran, encompassing almost all the litera-

ture on Iranian and non-Iranian languages spoken in Iran, as well as on lan-

guages and dialects spoken outside modern Iran, published in Iran during 

1979/1980-2021 (p. 12). 

2. This book fills the bibliographic gap existing in this field for the 

years mentioned above. As the author notes, the bibliographic lists by Na-

wabi (1987) and Schmitt (1989) ceased in the mid-1980s (p. 12). 

3. In addition to the list of works printed in Iran, constituting approxi-

mately 98% of this book, the author includes data on some Persian transla-

tions from Russian of little-studied Iranian dialects, as well as works pub-

lished outside Iran, mainly in Afghanistan and Tajikistan. 

4. A concise but significant list is also provided to researchers, encom-

passing literature published in Western languages in the West related to Ira-

nian languages and dialects (pages 24-31). As the author states, the inclu-

sion of this list aims to fill the bibliographic gap that emerged after Schmitt's 

(1989) book (p. 24). Therefore, works published after 1985 were selected 

for this book (see page 24). 

This bibliographic work makes a significant contribution to the field of 

Iranian linguistics and dialectology for the following reasons: 
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1. It provides specialists engaged in the study of any Iranian language 

and dialect spoken in Iran with an almost complete list of literature pub-

lished in the country. This not only facilitates the work of dialectologists 

and linguists in the initial stages of their research by simplifying the search 

for previously published works and compiling a comprehensive bibliog-

raphy but also helps prevent the unintentional repetition of research already 

published in Persian, which may be unknown to a broader academic audi-

ence. 

2. The entire bibliographic list, meticulously compiled and presented in 

transcription with accompanying translations of titles, proves to be an inval-

uable resource for researchers unfamiliar with the Persian-Arabic writing 

system. 

3. The systematic and analytical approach taken in compiling the bibli-

ographic lists proves truly beneficial for researchers looking for literature on 

specific languages or dialects. The divisions are not only based on glot-

tonyms but also on the basic components of language. As a result, research-

ers can efficiently locate works related to, for example, Kurdish phonology, 

grammar, or lexicon (see the structure and subdivision details on pages 18-

20). 

4. Additionally, the book alphabetically lists all the literature (pages 

288-433), enabling readers to easily access extensive individual lists from 

Iranian linguists and dialectologists. For instance, the dialectical works of 

Īrān Kalbāsī are found on pages 343-345, and publications of ‘Alī Ašraf 

Ṣ ādeqī related to Iranian languages and dialects are listed on pages 398-

400. 

Prof. Paul's work is an exceptionally significant contribution to the field 

of Iranian dialectology, serving as a valuable gift not only to his Iranian col-

leagues but also to everyone engaged in Iranian dialectology at large. This 

presented bibliographic list opens up opportunities for new discussions and 
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research on topics such as "Linguistics in Iran after the Islamic Revolution", 

"Is there “Orientalism” in the field of Iranian Linguistics?" and "History of 

Iranian Linguistics", among others. Particularly in terms of the latter, the 

limited literature available to the Western reader requires updating. 

An unpublished work referenced in Taleghani's article has the potential 

to be a significant contribution to the study of the history of Iranian linguis-

tics. This lies in its ability to unveil the contributions of Iranians and assess 

the current state of Iranian linguistics in Iran, especially if its temporal scope 

is expanded from 1983 to the present day.  

Given that the works related to the Persian language are not listed in 

this book, it can also serve as a good example for compiling a bibliographic 

list of works published in various directions and methods of studying 

Persian in the Persian language after Islamic Revolution [1, 2, 3, 4]. 
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