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"Armenia-Iran. The Historical Past and Present" international conference took 

place in the conference hall of the Presidium of the National Academy of Sciences 

of the Republic of Armenia (NAS RA) on February 9-10, 2022. The conference 

was dedicated to the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations 

between the Republic of Armenia and the Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI). 

The Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA initiated the conference a year 

ago, circulating the call for proposals. This event is, in fact, a tribute to all the fig-

ures who contributed to the establishment and development of the diplomatic rela-

tions between Armenia and Iran. 

The Cultural Center of the Embassy of the IRI in Armenia, as well as the 

Chair of Iranian Studies of the Faculty of Oriental Studies of the Yerevan State 

University (YSU) welcomed the initiative. The State Archives of the Republic of 

Armenia joined the efforts during the last organizational phase of the conference. 

Numerous Iranian Studies centers in different countries, including the University of 

Tehran, the Association of Iranian Studies, The German Oriental Studies Trust, the 

Caucasus Studies Institute, as well as the Chair of Iranian Studies of the Faculty of 

Oriental studies of YSU, quicky took up the announcement and shared on their so-

cial media pages. As a result, the organizing committee of the Conference received 

more than 50 applications from Iran, Lebanon, the United States, Pakistan, and 

Armenia. The organizing committee reviewed the materials and extended the invi-

tation to participate in the conference to 35 scholars. 

The conference consisted of five sessions. Message greetings by the Catholi-

cos Karekin II, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of RA Ararat Mirzoyan, the Minis-

ter of Foreign Affairs of IRI Hossein Amir Abdullahian were first read for the par-

ticipants. The President of NAS RA Ashot Saghyan highly appreciated the organi-

zation of a conference on Armenia-Iran diplomatic relations and pointed out that 

deepening of the ties should be kept in the center of attention. The Academician-

Secretary of the Division of Armenology and Social Sciences Y. Suvaryan recalled 

Iran's support for Armenia during the tough times in 1990s. The two members of 

the 11th convocation of the Iran Parliament, A. Shahverdyan and R. Beglaryan, 
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took part in the two-day work of the conference. In his speech, Robert Beglaryan 

stated that in parallel with the developed political relations, there is a need to make 

a focus on economic and security aspects in the bilateral relations. Director of the 

Institute of Oriental Studies of NAS RA R. Ghazaryan noted that the manifold rela-

tions between the states have a centuries-long history, and a solid, well-established 

basis, forged in the fires of civilization, hence this relationship only need to be nur-

tured and strengthened. The director of the Institute of History of the NAS RA A. 

Melkonyan in his speech emphasized that unlike other regional powers, Iran from 

time to time showed a distinctly friendly attitude towards Armenia. V. Voskanyan, 

the Chair of Iranian Studies at YSU Department of Oriental studies, drew the atten-

tion to the fact that the Armenian-Iranian border with its historical changes is in 

fact one of the oldest borders in the world, and is the security guarantee of the two 

countries. The session was concluded with the speeches by the director of the Na-

tional Archives of Armenia G. Arshakyan, the Counselor of the Cultural Center of 

the Embassy of the IRI in Armenia Seyyed Hossein Tabatabayi; and the Secretary 

of the Organizing Committee G. Iskandaryan, who presented the entire process of 

organizing the conference.  

The third part of the conference was dedicated to the problems and mecha-

nisms of overcoming the problems existing during the tenure of the former ambas-

sadors, which, we believe, is one of the best ways to pass on institutional memory 

and experience to future generations. The ambassadors of RA to Iran V. Baybur-

dyan, G. Gharibjanyan, G. Arakelyan, A. Avagyan presented their reports. Bahman 

Ghasem, Ali Saghayan, Mohammad Rays, Seyed Kazem Sajadi, Abbas Badakh-

shan Zohuri spoke from the Iranian side. As a result of cooperation with the Na-

tional Archives of the Republic of Armenia, the conference featured an exhibition 

presenting the entire database of documents signed between Armenia and Iran 

since 1918. 

The fourth part of the conference was dedicated to the academic reports. The 

reports posed serious questions to the current developments in the Armenian-

Iranian political relations and the existing problems. Member of the Academy R. 

Safrastyan, head of the department of Iranian Studies of the Institute of Oriental 

Studies G. Iskandaryan, Seyed Abbas Ahmadi from Tehran University, research 

fellow at the Institute of Oriental Studies A. Israelyan, Parvin Pour-Mohammadian 

from the Islamic Free University of Iran, research fellow at the Institute of History 

K. Mkrtchyan, Hadi Ajili from Alameh Tabatabai University in Tehran, Yeghia 

Tashjian from the American University of Beirut, Ali Ali Baba Darman from Teh-

ran University presented remarkable reports. 

The next day of the conference, on February 10, the conference organizers 

held simultaneously two sessions. While one session focused on culture, philology 

and archаeology (presenters: G. Gevorgyan, YSU; N. Yeranyan, Institute of 

Archаeology and Ethnography; A. Babayan, the National Association of the Arme-

nian Studies and Research (NAASR), USA; Shohre Sadat Sajjadi, Alameh Tabata-

ba University of Iran; H. Hmayakyan, the Institute of Oriental Studies; T. Mikael-
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yan, the Institute of Oriental Studies; A. Yahya Masihin, Institute of Literature; and 

A. Bagratyan, the Institute of Literature) , the parallel session was entirely devoted 

to the issues of history (presenters: K. Kostikyan, the Institute of Oriental studies; 

H. Khorikyan, Shirak State University; Kh. Stepanyan, Armenian State Pedagogi-

cal University; Ivet Tajaryan, YSU; A. Tonoyan, the Institute of Oriental studies; 

G. Misakyan, YSU; L. Petrosyan, YSU; and A. Margaryan, YSU. 

 

On February 10, the organizing committee summed up the results of the two-

day international conference and awarded the participants with certificates. 

As a matter of fact, the Institute of Oriental studies of NAS RA successfully 

united the scholars in Iranian Studies, hence as a follow up, the organizing commit-

tee decided to publish the materials of the conference in a separate volume. 

The conference was widely covered both in the Armenian and Iranian media. 

The conference also had a cultural component, the guests visited the Matena-

daran - Research Institute of Ancient Manuscripts and enjoyed the concert of the 

State Symphony Orchestra of Armenia in the "Aram Khachaturian" concert hall. 

Simultaneous translation of the conference was funded by the Science Com-

mittee of RA. 
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